OF 


Rejoyeing in the Lord Tofu 
in all Caſes and Conditions. 


Wherein is manifeſted , 


1. What thelEvrd Jeſus Chriſt, is to, and. doth for 
Believing Souls;whi ct mays be @conſtant ground |: 
4 of their ' Joy and Rejoycing. - 
. Whar are the grounds of that. Darkneſs which 1s 
upon Believers about. their Intereſt in Chriſt, | 
hindering this Rejoycing- —- _ 
;, What Believers ſhould do in the interim, until 
they can have the evidence of their Intereſt clear. 
4 How Souls may know their Intereſt in Jeſus 


Chriſt, 
Together with 


A "news Hope in Heaven, in one Sermon, and Freedom |. 
from Condemnation 1n Chriſt, in two Sermons, DION $0 
Taft Preached. ' A 
wy Robert Aſdy, late Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt in Norwich. | 
Phi þ 4+ 4+ Rejoyce in the Lord always, and agais T ſay, refayce. 
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Prigted by. The: Snomdes, for Edward Gilts Bookſeller nf 


Norwich, near the Market- place. 168 33 
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Dearly Beloroed 4, | ® 


T is much tobe lamented in any 
day, if many of the righteous are 
taken away by death(Za.5 7-1.)as 
being ſignal of evil to come;& more, 
when many Eminent Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are {o removed, whereby Vi-: 
{ion Failech; and moſt of all, when the 
Sin of a People,and impending; Judg- 
| ment threaten their being benighted, 
z and no proſpect is given of others ro 

fil up the. places of thoſe who are 

tranſplanted to Eternity. | 
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1 know you cannot butthave many | 


ſearchings of heart, for your deep ſhare 
in this matter of Lamentation.; the 
Eord having (in ſo ſhort a meaſure 


of time) called home to himſelf from 
among you, ſo many faichful Teach- 
ers; as that Spiritual man Mr. Armi- 
tage, Fudicious Mr. Alien, and now 
his Laborioiis Mr. ſry, who ſerved 
you in the Goſpel : But"i is ſome 
matter of refreſhment, that they be- 
yet (by their Printed La- 
bours) they {till ſpeak te you. 

Ic was the earneſt deſire of fome 
amongſt you, that the enſuing Ser- 


mons of Mr, Robert Aſly might be 
. Publiſhed ; 


they were raken from 
his mourh by the Pen of a Ready 

Writer , and nor poliſhed by his 
own hand, yet may be exceeding- 
ly uſeful to all, for the promoting 
of Faith, Obedience and Comfort. 


Indeed, the chief purport of chis 
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| * The Epiſtle Dedicatory. -: 
Treatiſe is, to'raiſe the Joy of thoſe 
who: are intereſted in Chriſt , and 


thac'in every ftate and condition: 
It direfteth unto the righe Obje& 
of Joy, the Lord, and fo to an 
everlaſting ground of ReJoycing.-” 
L ſhall add a few wordsof Coun- 
ſel to you, for whom I have a great 
reſpect. - 2201 


1. Improve the remembrance of 
thoſe Goſpel Truths which you heard 
from the mouths ' of your Miniſters 
now at reſt : Their Labours were 
not intended by the Lord only for a 
preſent relief to your - Souls during 


their ſpeaking, but for afterward), 
Rem. 3.3. 

Remember how thou haſt Re- 
ceived and Heard, and hold faſt. 
Beware of loſing or growing in- 
different as to the practical owning 


thoſe Goſpel Principles which you 
I A 


3 have 
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have been grouaded+in ; be tena- 
cious there ; hold '\thema, faſt ;.;, for 


Chriſt addeth, If thou [halt not watch, 
7, will come: on thee as a Thief , . and 


thou | ſhalt not know what hour 1 will 
come upon thee, 


5 Keep up lively Aﬀections tos 


wands God, when your Goſpel-Mi- _ 


niſters- are withdrawa from you. 
When David was exiled from the 
Ordinances of God , yet then had 
Soul. after Enjoyments of God, 
Pal. 43.1, 2. & 63.1,2, 0 God; 
thou art my God, early Will 1 ſeek 
thee — Beware of coolings in Aﬀe- 
tion to the Infticurions of Jeſus 
Chriſt” when you want. them, and 
ler nothing ſhort. of God fatisfhie 
when you . enjoy them. Beware 
of leaving your firſt love, Rev. 2. 
4 5+ | | F001. 
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þ | Maititaſ' frequent Spirit 
Communion each wich othet when 
{ome Goſpel | Adminiſtrations Ars” 
wanted. This is preferibed” as # 
means for the preventiort of Decti- 
nings Or Departiires from God; Heb. 


3. 13. Exhort one another daily while it 


| 5-ralled - to "diy; - - Daily Converſes 
each with other duly managed;*® ily” 


not only prelerye from Spiritual De- 
caies, but quicken Aﬀections, and 
blow up the _—_ of your graces 


into a mighty fam es — 


4. Wait unceſlantiy in Prayer for 
the Return of God's Ark to you. 
Theleſs you have of Preaching, the 
more ſhould you be in Praying, and 
others for you, that Goſpel-Light may 


Iſhine among you as in-former daies; - 
Jand the Anſwer will rejoyce many, 
and ſhould grieve none ; for, what 


hurt 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


hurt can it be to any real Chriſtian, 
thar Chriſt is Preached roothers? _ 

I ſhall only add 2, Cor. 13. 11, Fi. 
nally Brethren,” farewel;_ be; perfe&t, be of 
good comfort, be of one . mind, live. m-. 
Peace, and the God of Love and Peace... 
ſhal be with e Sp Prayerk. he who' is 
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_ Habakkuk ;. 18. 
Tet I will rejoyce in the Lord, T will joy in 
the God of my Salvation, 


F the Stock and Parentage of thys Prophet, 
. we have no clear account in Scriptbre, It may_ 
be,implicitly to hint-unto us, that we ſhould alwaies 
- & look more to.the Meſſage than to the Meflenger, 
-» | and that nobleneſs of birth and grearneſs among 
men do not greaten the Word of God. Indeed Eg- 
"| phanize tells us with ſome confidence, that this Pro- 
/  phetwas of the Tribe of Simeon, and that he lived 
in the time of the Babylomiſh Captivity ; but there ' 
18 but little grounds for this conjecture. The time 
alſo of this Propher's Propheſying,is very uncertain. 
Some Hebrew-W riters do expreſ]y tell us, that he 
lived in the time of the Reign of King Manaſſeh x 
and there is ſome probability for this # es ; bur 
however this 1s clear, that he comes from the Lord 
of Hoſts ; he was his Prophet, and he ſpeaks in his 
name, in much power and plainneſs to this people, 
not fearing the face of man, and ſpares not to deal 4 
AI cloſely with that incorrigible. Spirit that was a- . 
+ 3 mong them ; +who had {lighted the Lord's Meſlage 
- F that was delivered by his Predeceflors before him, 
# and was now near unto deſtruction :. Whether it 
Was in the tine of the Reign of 24gnaſſeb, or atty 
2 B other 
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other King, modern Expoſitorsare yery modeſt in 
their &6njectures and apprehenſions, not ſeeing the 
thing clearly and abſolutely determined in Scrip- 
ture; but this is certain, 1t was at that time when 
God was about to raife up that bitter,ſharp,cruel,fie- 
ry, fierce enemy the Chaldeans, to come out againſt 
this people ; as you may ſee, chap. 1.v. 6. It was at 
that time, when God had born ſo long with their 
provocations., that the time of his patience was 
even almoſt exvired. It was at that time when their 
lins were ſo multiplied and encreaſed, as that they 
were near unto ruin ;. deſtruction. and defolation 
was at the door. Now. this Prophet underſtznding 
"the mind of God, and: ſeeing upon good grounds 
that the Dec: ee was paſt againſt this, people, as one 
who was faithful unto their intereſt, among whom,, 
and unto whom he was the Lords Prophet, 8: as. one | 
that would approve himfelt faithful unto the Lord ;. 
he takes upon him the boldneſs to expaſtulate the 
caſe with God, why he ſhould ſuffer ſuch a wicked 
and vile Nation as the Chaldeans. were, to prevail 
and proſper againſt his own inheritance, though 
they were ſinful and unworthy; and he cannot reſt, | 
| Neither can he give God any. reſt, un'1] he hear | 
ſomething further of his mind, [Fhe Lord is pleaſed: 
to.congeſcend to him in the beginning of:rhe ſecond 
chapter, and to make anſwer to the-anx1ouſneſs and | 
earneſtneſs of his Spirit in this great affair at the ſe- | 
cond verſe: And the Lord anſwered:me and ſaid, 
Write the Viſjton, and make it plain upon Tables, that 


he that runs may read it, Verle 3. For the Viſion is þ 


for an appointed time, at the end. it ſhall ſpeak, and * 
ſhall not lie ; though it tarry, wait for it, becauſe it: |} 
will ſurely come, and n0t tarry. In ſhort, the Lord 
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iy every Condition.” "Dl 
makes this Anſwer ro him,rhat though he did make 
ufe bf the Caldeans as a Rod in his hand to ſcourge 
his owa People with, yet when he had done his 
work upon his [/rael, he would take his Rod, and 
throw it into the fire, that he would deal wich all 
the Enemies of his People according to their de- 
ſert. Deſolation might come for a while upon the 
Lord's People,but they ſhould be raifed our of their" 
ruins ; bur utter deiolation and deſtruction thould 
cone upon the Enemies ot his People; they ſhould 
at tength be brought down, and ſuffered to riſe no 
more. In this third Chapter ( according to his 
name, which fignifies (1 eter } he wieltles with” 
God, and is anorher Facob that will not let the Lord 
alone vunti! he. bleſs him. 

| Habakkak encompaſſeth God, and in his prayer 
wreſthng wich him,cloſed in upon him. And he ga- 
thers up in this third Chaprer the great Experien- 
ces that Iſrael had of God, when he walked with 
them, and led them by a ſtrong hand n the wiluer- 
neſs; and he urged thoſe old Experiences chat this 
People had of God upon God, ar this time; how 


| he had dried up the mighty waters, and -rode in 


Chariots of Saivation through the Sea for them ; 
and how he cauſed the Sun and the Moon to ftand * 
fill, until che Enemies of the Lord were cur off 
& conſumed.And he gathers in uponGod upon thoſe 
Experiences, waiting tor the ſame power, and the 
fame wonderful appearances and actings tor their 
deliverances out of the prefent and ſucceeding! 
troubles that were, or ſhould coins upon them; as 


Ged. had appeared for them, and delivered them 


out of all their troubles of old. And though he tell, 
us,. thar at the firſt ſounding of the words of God', 
my B 2 difpleaſurs 
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' diſpleaſure, he was filled with ſhakings, 4nd with 


trembling, and with quivering 3 yet within a little 


time he recovered his Spirit, -and in the exerciſe of 


Faith upon God, he glories, rejoyces and triumphs 
in God alone in the midſt of moſt ſinking, molt diſ- 
couraging Providences : When indeed I heard, fſaics, 
he, verſe 16. my belly trembled, my lips quivered 
at the woice ;, rottenneſs entred into my bones. But 
ſee what he fates in the 17th and 1 8th verſes ; Al- 
though the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, &c. yet I will 
rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my Sal- 
vation. He ſaw thakings coming upon the whole 
Earth,thart. did even pur the Foundations as it were 
our of courſe ; he ſaw God's Beſom in his hand rea- 
dy to ſweep away all their comforts; an Eaſt-wind 


 wasriſing, that would blow upon their Spring.and 


make all their Spring-buds to blow oft. Well, 
ſaics he, let it be ſa, or as ill.as can be ſuppoſed to 
be, or as ill as the creature can be as.to its ſtate in 
this world, yet I have God on my fide, and all is 
well : I 4ll rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy. in the 
God of my Sakvation, This verſe is a moſt noble 
ſtrain of a heavenly Spirit in the high and: con- 
ſtraining exerciſe of Faith upon God in a moſt dif- 
mal day of darkneſs. The Prophet gets upon the 
Ruins of the Creature, and rejoyceth in his whole. 
Chriſt: He gets upon the Aſhes 6f his houſe that 
was burnt here, and ſings of his Building that can- 
not be burnt in Heaven : He gets into his withered 
Vineyard,and into his barren Fields,and there\ings, 
The Lines are fallen unto me. in a pleaſant To I 
have a goodly Heritage. It ſeems a very ſtrange 
ſpeech, that he ſhould in the former part of his 
Prophecy be ſpeaking of the ſad diſpenſations as 
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in every Condition. 5 
the Lord -towards thew ; and 'cap. 3. 17. ſpeak of 
great failures'that were like to come upon them in 
reference to all their terrene comforts and enjoy- 
ments, and yet ſpeak of rejoycing aud joying in the 
Lord ! It'is a ſtrange ſpeech to talk of joy and re- 
Joycing here, where he had almoſt nothing in this 
world left him, or ſuppoſed to be jefr him, yer I will 
rejoyce in the Lord, I will toy in the God of my Sal- 
vation, We fay of ſome men, It is ſtrange how they 
live, their Trades fail, and their Eſtates are gone, 
and yet they bear up: Why, *tis a myſtery how 
they live, how they have wherewithal ro defray 
their charges ; ſurely they have ſome ſecrer friends 
that feed them, and maintain them,thart their neigh- 
bours know not of, Why, after the fame manner 
we may ſpeak concerning the Lord's People; They 
have enemies on every ſide, and they are broken 


_ again and again, and yer -behold they live,and their 


Joy none-can take from them ; although they are 
numbered to ſorrows and diſtrefſes every day: 
Why, my Text tells you the myſtery of their li- 
ving, and of their living in joy, and peace, and 
comfort in the midſt of all their loſſes, & troubles, 
and diſcomfortures. I will rejoyce in the Lord, I 
will joy in the God of my Salvatiom. Saies the A- 
poſtle, 2 Cor. 6. 10. As ſorrowful, yet alwaies re- 
gojcing, &c. This verſe doth open ſomething of the 
myſtery of the verſe that we have choſen to be owur 
preſent Text ; As ſorrowful, yet alwaies rejoycing ; 
and while they ſeem to be poor, they make many rich; 
they ſeem to have nothing, but yet indeed they poſſeſs 
all things; yet I wilt -rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy 
in the God of my Salvation. | Lwill rejoyce in the 
Lord.) The word in the Hebrew as a very fuil 
B 3 word, 


BY 


6. © Of Rejoycing inthe Lord 
word. I will rejoyce exceedingly in the Lord :' Or, 
My heart riſes. like the Sea with ſurges when *cis 
entorced with the wind : Or, My heart is like a 
boiling Pot when it ſeetheth : "a ars: ſhall I ex- 
eſs it! ) I will rejoyce in the Lord ; I will 
magnifhe my ſelf in God, or make my boaſt of God 
In all dilaſters,and under all diſcouragements. I will 
Joy in the God of my Salvation. | I w#l joy] That 
word alſo is very full, and it ſignifies in its gram- 
matica] ſenſe, my heart ſhall leap or skip for joy : 
| My heart ſhall ſally forth in my God,and take heart 
in the Lord who never fails:T will rejoyce in theLord, 
T will joy in the God of my Salvation. One of the 
Anrients ſpeaking upon this Text, ſaith, Although, 
faith. he, all the Elements ſhould threaten us, and 
conſpire and ſwear as it were a Confederacy againſt 
us, to turn us out of all, yet, Ego exultabo in Deo ; 
T will rejoyce in my G od, even in the God of my Sal- 
vation. -And Calvin faith, My joy is not founded 
upon the Creature, nor upon external enjoyments, 
therefore ler all things be brought into confuſion 
here below ; nay, let God himſelf ſeem to ſtand 
frowning over us, yet ſaies he, will T rejozce in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my Salvation. 
Joy is the ſweet motion of the Soul in a full 
contentment of heart, and complacency of Spirit 
upon ſome good ſet before it. Now here the Pro- 
phet ſees all diſcouraging below, he turns his Eyes 
up to Heaven, and he ſees a certainty there, he ſees 
ſtability there, and therefore he rejoyces in the 
Lord, and Joys in the God of his Salvation, I ill 
rejoice in the Lord. Who is meant by Lord here? I 
wall rejoyce in Zehowah the God of my Salvation. 


Febouah is a Title giom unto God the Father, 
ſet- 


in every Condition.” 7 
ſerting forth his ſelf-being, and ſelf-ſufficiency, and 
giving; exiſtence unto all Creatures, but the Title 
: Fehbovah 18 attribured alſo unto the Son, and fo I 
| underſtand it here in this Text, I will rejoice in Fe- 
| howah, that is in Chriſt Jeſus, who may be called 
Fehowah ; not only as he hath a ſufficiency in him- 
ſelf, but as he gives exiſtence, and being unto all 
the promiſes of the Covenant of Grace, in whom 
they are yea, and Amen: and on this account 1 
take it that the Title 7ehovah is often given unto 
Jeſus Chriſt the ſecond Perſon. ll rejoyce in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my Salvation, that is, 
in my Lord my Saviour, my dear Jeſus, and my 
Redeemer, and {o from the words you may obſerve 
this propoſition: 

DoC&t. That there is enough in Chriſt Teſus alone 
for the Souls full rejoycing and triumph in all caſes 
and conditions. Yet | will rejoyce in the Lord,Iwill 
Joy in the God of my Salvation. Let things go how 
they will in the world as to my outward Concerns, 
yet the ground of my joy, that is never taken from 

3 me. Although the Fig-tree do not bloſſom, although 
: there ſhall be no fruit in the Vine, although the labour 
3 «of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall yield no 
meat, the Flocks ſhall be cut off from the Fold, ang E 
there ſhall be no Herd in the Stall; yet my Joy that 
abides, the ground of my Joy that cannot be taken 
from me,tis not in the Creature,'tis not upon Earth, 
but *tis in Heaven, *tis not in Man, *tis in the Lord, 
tis not in the confluence of theſe things that are 
coming and going, and in an uncertain enjoyment, 
bur ir 1s in the Lord who never fails, faies Dawzd in 
the 2 Sam,223. 5. Though my Houſe be not jo with 
'* God; my Family is not as I would have it to be; I 
q | B 4. Can» 
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Of Rejoycing in the Lord 


cannot redtify all the diſorders of my Houſe, and 
/ ſertle things as I would, my houſe is not with God 
2+I would haveit according to my hearts deſire; yet 
God hath made with me an everlaſting Covenant of 
Grace,and this is all my Salvation A; all my deſire. 
The word that 1s tranſlated defere here in the He- 
brew {1gnifies alſo delight, this is all my Salvation, 
and all my delight as we may read it ; here is the 
Joy of my heart, my delight is here, Gods Cove- 
nant of Grace ſtands ſure with me, and therein will 
I rejoyce ; as if David had ſaid, things go ill with 
me here below ; the Sword is threatned never to 
depart from my Houſe while I live, that I muſt be 
a man of trouble and of war to the end of my 
dates ; what breaches may be made upon my King- 
dom ; and what breeches may be made in my Fa- 
mily, the Lord only knows, yet the Covevant that 
ſtands ſure, and that is all my delight, my heart 
centers here, and I will comfort my ſelf in the Lord 
my God. And if we ſearch into the .Pſalms, there 
we ſhall find that Dawid does frequently under great 
difaſters make his boaſt of God. Providences were 
frowning, and he ſeemed to be driven out of all, 
yet ſajes he, The Lord God is my refuge, he is the 


Horn of my Salvation, my Sanituary, and bigh Tow- 


tr, and I will rejoyce,and let all the righteous rejoice 
and be glad in him. 


In the handling of this propoſition there are 


theſe things that we ſhall propoſe to conſider and 


unfold to you, 

Firſt, What Jeſus Chriſt is. Secondly, What he 
hath, and Thirdly, What he will do for the belle- 
ving Soul, that the believer may take comfort,and 
rejoyce in him at all times, whatſoever his conditi- 
ON 1s. Firſt, 
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Firſt, What Jeſus Chriſt is,that the Prophet doth 
here ſo comfort himſelf in, and rejoice and make his 
boaſt of. 

Firſt, He is glorious in his Perſon, a very glori- 
ous perſon he is, not one like him in Heaven nor in 
Earth; what is ſaid concerning Saul in the 1 Sam. 
9g. 2. we may in alluſion apply unto Chriſt, that he 
was a choice young man & a goodly, there was not 
among the Children of T/rael a goodlier Perſon then 
he, from the ſhoulders upward he was higher than 
any of the People. I only allude to it. 

Jeſus Chriſt is a moſt choice excellent one,a very 
goodly, and a very lovely Perſon, be is higher both 
by head and ſhoulders than any of his Brethren ; a 
Perſon all glorious, a Perſon all over lovely and 
beauriful, in Car. 5. 16. His mouth js moſt ſweet, 


yea, heis altogether lovely, this' is my beloved, &c. 
» But I ſhalldeſcend into particulars, and ſhew you 


wherein Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a ſufficient ground of 
rejoycing, and of comfort to the believing Soul 
that hath an intereſt in him in all conditions, and I 
ſhall here ſhew you wherein it appeareth, that the 
glory of Chriſts Perſon is ſuch a ground of rejoy- 
cing to us at all tiwes ? And that will appear in his 
Mediatory Conftitution,as God-man in one Perſon ; 
Jeſus is aMediator,a days Man, an umpire between 
God and Man, one that hath come between God 
and Man to make peace for us, and the glory of his 
Perſon lies in his mediatory conſtitution, as he js 
God-man,ſo he 15a moſt glorious Perſon. Now this 
Title of Mediator is often given him in Scripture,in 
Heb. 8. 6. he 1s called theMediator of a better Cove- 
nant,& Heb.g.15.the Mediator of theNew Teſtament, 
and Heb. 12,.2,4.To 7 eſws theMediator of the newCove- 
nant, 
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nant, and to the blood of ſprinkling, So 1 Tim. 2. 5. 
This was ſuch a one as Fob wiſhed for, in Fob 9. 
. Neither is there any aays-man between . us that 
might lay bis hand upon us both. Now there are 
two things that are requiſite for the compleating 
and accompliſhing of a Mediator. 
Firſt, He muſt be equally related to the Perſons 
between whom he comes. 
Secondly, He muſt be impamtial and faithfully 
:indifferent;znow borh theſe are found in JeſusChrift. 
Firſt, A Mediator, I ſay muſt be equally ftated 
between, and related to the Perſons, that he comes 
to reconcile. A Mediator muſt be a middle Perſon 
that muſt not be related more to one Perſon than 
to another, that he comes berween, but rhere muſt 
be an equal proximity or nearneſs in him unto the 
parties, that he comes to mediate for, or to make 
peace berween. Now Jeſus Chriſt was ſuch a Perſon» 
in whom there was an equal proximity or nearneſs 
10 both parties that he had todo with, for he was 
both God and Man; as he was true Man, he ſtood 
ina nearneſs unto man, and as he was true God, ſo 
he ſtood in a nearneſs unto the Father that he had 
to do for; he was by the Divine Nature as near un- 
ro the Father, as by the Humane Nature he was 
near unto man; and he was as near unto man by 
his Humane Nature, as he was unto the Father by 
h's Divine Natureyfo as he is equally ſtated between, 
and related unto the perſons that he came to re- 
conclle. | 
Secondly, A Mediator muſt be impartial and 
faichful, indifferent in and about the intereſt of 
rhe parties that he hath to do for. Jeſus Chriſt be- 
ing made God-man, was not only in a nearneſs to 
man, 
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man, and to the Father, but he was thereby un- 
biaſſed, and carried out upon equal terms impar- 
tially, ro mansge the Concerns of the Intereſt of 
both Parties; he was both God and man, and was 
nor only as fo, in a nearnefs to both Partics, but 
he was equally concerned honourably ro manage 
the Intereſt of both Parties that he came between 
and had to do for, and was engaged in this nearneſs 
that he ſtood in unto both ; he was engaged there- 


| by equally to manage the Concerns of both Parties; 


being God, he was engaged in point of honour to 
give ſatisfaftion to his Father ; and being Man, he 
was engaged in point of faithfulneſs to work out 
the whole buſineſs and concern of our Salvation, 
and to make peace for Sinners ; he was faithfully 
indiflerent, and eoually concerned in the Intereſt of 
both Parties, having « Divine Nature and the 
Humane united together in one Perfon ; both Na- 
tures do conſtrain him to have an equal and right 
aſpect into both Intereſts; if he ſhould look more 
unto Gods {ide, than ynto man's fide, the Humane 
Nature wouid ſpeak; and if he ſhould Jook more 
unto man than unro God, rhe Divine Nature would 
ſpeak ; he had both Natures, and therein was un- 
biafſed, and carried out with an impartial ſpirit to 
manage the Concerns of both Intereſts,and to brin 

them into one; and ir was reqthfite thar Jeſs that 
was to be a Mediator, {ſhould be thus conſtituted ; 
for indeed, had he undertook the work, and had 
nat been thus conititured, 1t wouid nor probably 
have been fo impartially managed, neither could. 
Jeſas Chriſt have been compieat for the work of 
his Mediation, but under this conſtiution ; tor it he 
had been God only, then he had been too high for 
the 
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the work ; for he muſt make fatisfaftion ; he muſt 
ſuffer and die for Sinners; he muſt be made fin for 
Sinners, and be ſubſtituted in the room- of ſinners. 
Now God abſolutely conſidered, cannot be thus : 
And if he had been man only, he had been too low 
for the work; for there could not have been that | 
dignity in his ſufferings, as. to . give a value and 
worth to all his layings out, and layings down for 
us: He muſt therefore be God-man, and as fo, he 
was neither too high, nor too low, bur equally fta- 
ted between both, and ſo compleated for the work ; 
and thus was Jeſus Chriſt conſtituted ; and thus do 
the Scriptures fer him forth to us as Mediator, 
Foh. 1. 14. The Word, that is, the Second Perſon 
was made fleſh; there is Jeſus becoming Immas- 
wuel, God with us; and 1 Tim. 3. 16. God was 
; manifeſt in the fleſh, ec. and Luk.1.31,32. And 
behold thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a Son,and ſhalt call bis name Feſws. And Rom. © 
I. 3, 4. Concerning his Son Feſus Chrift our Lord, 
which as made of the ſeed of David, according ts 
the fleſh, and dcclared to be the Son of God with 
power, &c. So as you ſee he was conſtituted God- 
man ; The Word as made fleſh, Now being thus 
conſtituted God-man, he had his nearneſs to God 
the Father, and his nearneſs to the Sons of men, for 
whom he came and appeared in the fleſh. Youmay 
ſcehis nearneſs unto the Father, Zech.1 3.7. Awake 
O Sword againſt my Shepherd, and againſt the man 
that is my fellow, faith the Lord of Hoſts. So as Je- 
ſus Chriſt he is, and he was the fellow and the 
companion of the Lord of Hoſts. So Pkul. 2. 6. 
Who being in the form of God, thought it no robbery 
Zo be equal with God, &c, Here you ſee he hath his 
| nearneſs 
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| nearneſs to the Father, and alſo his nearneſs to 


the Sons of men,: for whom he appeared- in the 
Fleſh, cb,2.14. For as much then as the Children 
are partakers of fieſk&blood,hie alſo himſeiſ likewiſe 
_ part of the ſame,&tc.and inſaiah 9.6. For unto 
us a Child is born, unto us a Son 1s given, &c. and 
Luke 1. 35. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, 
and the power of the higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee, 
therefore alſo that holy thing that ſhall be born of 
thee, ſhall be called rhe Son of God; he thoughe 
it no robbery to be equal with God ; there was 
his nearneſs to the Father, and he was born of 
the Virgin, and ſo clothed with our fleſh, and 
therein he was near a kin unto man, and hence 
is he called mmanxel, that is, God with us;now 
as thus conſtituted, did he undertake the work 
of his mediatton, for thus he ſuffered, and rhus 
he ſatisfied, his ſufferings hereby. came to be 
ſatisfactory as he was God, he died as man, and 


- he overcame death, and aroſe again from the 


Graye, by the power of his God- Head. 
Queſt. Bat. you will ſay this indeed is a great 
myſtery, worthy of all admiration, that the Eter- 
nal Son of God ſhould v:come man, that he ſhould. 
be God and Man, that there ſhould be a union of 
the two nargres in one Perſon, but what ts this to 
#5,.4s-4 ſtanding conſtant ground of rejoycing to; ts 
in all ſaddeniug, ſinking providences what ſoever # 
 Anf. I anſwer much every way, and this. 
would be clear to you, ſhould Þ enter upon, and 
open to you the glory of his Perſon as thus con- 
ſtituted. The glorious excellencies of Heaven 
that are ſhining in both natures, or open 
ct» 
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Perſon under its conſtitution in the union of both 
natures, and there may be a greater matter of 
rejoycing to our Souls in the exerciſe of faith in 
our contemplating upon his perſonal glories. It 
may be a matter of greater reJoycing to our 
Souls, than ever there was ſatisfation tothe 
hearr and mind gpon any object whatſoever it 
did behold with a bodily eye ; but I fhall not go 
that way, nor enter upon ſucha prolix diſcourſe, 
bur ſhall only give you ſome particoJars where- 
in there is a ſtanding gronnd of rejoycing for us 
m Chrift Jeſus vpon rhis his perſona] conſtituti- 
on, as God-man to be a Mediator for us ; and 
here, 

- Firſt, We have aignity. 

Secondly, Tr anquillizy.. 

Thirdly, Sanity. 

Fourthly, Stabiliry. And | | 

Fifrhly, Familiarity given tous; or brought 
In-upon us. 2.50 If 

1. Hereby is the nature of man Yaiſed unto 
auſpeakable honour and glory, in that Jeſus 
Ehriſt rhe Second Perſon hath aſſumed our na» 
ture, and taken it into union with his own divine 
riature in his Perfon,8 therein does he now reign 
vpon the Throne in Heaven, at the right hand 
of God, herein is the nature of m#n moſt un- 
ſpeakably advanced and dignifyed, The natere 
of- man was very low before; Man was made 
of rhe earth, of a little red earth, man was 
before but a contemptible Creature, but now 
what honour is put upon it, that Jeſus Chriſt- 
hath taken our nature, and united it unto the 
Divine nature, that nature that was deſpiſed be- 

” | _— 
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fore, is now honoured, honourable and worthy. 
It hath glory and dignity from the Lord Jeſus 
put upon ir, ſajes the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 15. 43, 44 
The body of man, or the nature of man it is 
both born, and it dies in 4:/ozonr, ay, but it 5s 
raiſed in glory. The body of Man is a corruprti- 
ble body, *cis a dying body. Ic hath a fentence 
of death that hangs over it as foon as ever it 
hath a being ; but now though it be ſown in 
diſhononr , yet it ſhall be raiſed in glory ; there is 
glory that waits upon the body of man, or upon 
mans whcle nature, Ph, 3. 21. Who frall change 
ear vile body, that it may be faſhioned like to his 
own glorious bouy, Re, SO as there is unſpeakas 
ble honour that is given unto onr narure, 
in that Chriſt Jeſus hath taken it: fo near 
unto himſelf, and advanced it upon the Fathers 
Throne in Heaven; we are here under the con- 
tempt and diſgrace of men, ' bur ir matters 
not ( Chriſtians ) they cannor take away your 
glory. The glory of your nature 1s not laid in 
the breath of men, but ir is founded here in 
Chriſt Jeſus*s aſſumption of our yature, and unt- 
ring it to the divine nature ; and if indeed the 
enemies of the. Lords people could rake our 
nature from Chriſt Jeſus, then they mighe take 
away our glory, and ovr honour ; bur 'he 
hath inſeparably and everlaftingly unjced oor ta- 
rure unto his divine neture, therefore bur hone 
our is ſuch, as can never be taken away; It Is 
counted a great honour for an Ambaſſadour to 
be ſent forrh in the name of ſome great Prince 
to perſonate him in anorher Country, bur my 
friends what is it for Jeſus Chriit co aſſume our 

| = nature. 
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nature, and to perſonate man before his Father 
in Heaven; this is a greater honour that 1s put 
upon us, than if God had made man the Lord 


of all the Angels in Heaven, therefore let this 


ſatisfy you under all the reproaches and con- 
rempts that you meet withal] here in the world 
by one and ancther, though deſpiſed,and though 
ccntemned here and there by a few, yet your 
honour in the Lord, that abides, 

2. Inand «pon the appearance of feſus Chriſt 
as Mediator for #1, there is a full, firm and laſting 
peace made between God andns. Jeſus Chritt 
he came as a Mediator between two 'to 
reconcile both, and make them one, and 
this be hath done by the blood of his Croſs, Col.1. 
20. and 21. Jeſus hath reconciled God and Man: 
together, he hath taken away the wrath that 


'the law of God had to denounce againſt man, 


he hath ſlain the enmity of our natures, he hath 
brought theſe two enemies together, and made 
them one in his own mediatory hand, ſo as now 
you may look unto God, and be at peace with 
him, you may ſee Heaven, and all the powers of 
Heaven reconciled to you, Rom. 5. 1. Therefore 
being juſtified by faith we hawe peace with God 
through our Lord eſus Chriſt, and not only ſo, v. 
T1. But we alſo oy in God through our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt by whom we have received the attonement : 
here is the bleſſing mentioned in the Text, / will 
reforce in the Lord, 1 will Foy in the God of my 
Salvation, but how. muſt I conſider him ? why, 
conſider this Lord as Mediator, making peace 
through the blood of his Croſs, and then Chri- 
ſtians you may Joy in God through our Lord 

: En Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt; becauſe je is by him that you bave 
xeccived the attonement, Jeſus Chriſt bath ſatis- 
fied and reconciled God t you, he hath appea- 


? [1 


ſed God,.he hath brqughr 'byer the heare of 
od to the ſinner; that, naw he may take com- 
rt and, encouragement, in him, and go ro him 
as co a Father in Chriſt Jeſus, Eph.2. 13, 14. Bur 
now in Chriſt Feſws ye who ſometimes were afar off 
are thads nigh by the blood of Chriſt, ''y be is onr 
peace who hath made both one; 8c. Is not this a 
matter of rejoycing for you, that now you may 
£0 unto God as your God, you may look up to 
Jod, and ſee him reconciled ro you, and ſee all 
the properties of his nature looking rowards you 
In a friendly way,thar you may ſceGod over-ru- 
 lingall providences 8:diſpenſations for your inte- 
reſt and advantage, you may go and comfort 
your ſelves in your God, you may encourage 
_ your ſelves in him, you may go and rejoice in 
| the Lordas your God through the blood of rhe. 
Croſs of Tefas your Mediator, | | 
3. Hereby are our corrupe nattires ſanitified, 
and mad: holy unto God ; Jeſus Chriſt becoming 
man, be has conſecrated unto theLord that part 
of humane nature, thar he came of, and did be- 
lbng ro; he hath taken off our nature, and be 
hath offered it ap unto theLord and ſo conſecta- 
ted the whole lump that it was raken out of; 
this was typed out of old by the firſt fruits that 
did conſecrate the reſt; Zevie. 2. 1. Or of the 
Mear-offering ; here you ſte was a parc taken 
and offered up unto the Lord, and the whole 
was hereby conſecrated; Now {eſis Chriſt he 
comes of that part of the world that was the 
GC w_  -- 
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Eleft, and the choſen of God; he did not cothe 
in General of af mankind, tbough in a generaf 
Way God hath faidgthat all Nations are of one 
blood, yer Jeſus Chriſt did nor come fo pro- 
miſcuouſly, and in the general, but he came'of 
that particular part ot man that the Lord had 
choſen, and ſer apart for himſelf, and that is the 
Elec of the world, and as for Reprobates, he 
came not of them, he was not of that rank 
and number, as you may ſee, fob» 17. 16. They 
are not of the world, even as Iam not of the world, 
and v; 19. For their ſakes ſantify I my ſelf, that 
they alſo might be ſanitified through the truth, For 
their ſakes, that is, for thoſe 'that were the | 
Choſen of God, and given to. Jeſus Chriſt by the. 
Father, as v. 6. / have manifeſted thy name unto 
rhe men, that thou gaveſt me ont of the world ; for 
their fakes 1 ſanfAify my ſelf ;he .takes our na- 
ture and offers it to God, and conſecrates it as a 
parc, or the firſt fraits of the whoſe, whereby 
the whole nature of the Elect of God are dedi- 
cated to the Lord, and ſanified and made ho- 

. ly, or way is made for the ſanCtifying of it; I 
miay allude unto that Scripture, in Rom. 11.16. 
For if. the firſt fruit be holy, the lump 3 alſe holy,, 
atid if the,roor be holy, ſo are the branches ; 1 know 
this is not the meaning of this Text, I only al- 
Jade to it ; as the Apoſtle ſaies in that caſe, fo I 
ſay in this caſe, if rhe firſt fruits be holy, the 7 
Jump is alſo boly, and if Jeſus che root be holy,, ! 
then all the branches are holy, to be under a pe- ? 


culiar and ſpecial eonſecration to the Lord ; now | 
here Chriſtian,is aground of rejoycing for thee, ? 
ttiou arr born a Child of wrath, and thy nature 

I Y " is ? 


L, . | 
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j14 fihfu} nature; and there'is by nature nothing 
but ſin dwelling in thee; ay, but Jeſtis/Chfiſt'he 
hath rake thy.natbre; Be hath worn ir,) and he 
hach conſeerated rby naryre ro God, ud made 
way for the ſayifying of it,'So as now'way is 
made tfiroovgh Jefus 'Chriſts appearing in” our 
ficſh for the conſecrating of thee vtito'God, and 
making of thee holy; ſo as thou mayeſt rejoice, 
notwithſtanding the rethains of fin that are in 
rhee, notwithſtatiding atl the impurity and de- 
filemencs that are to be found in thy heart;thou 
haſt a ftained;polſuted 'Sou}, "thou Tookeft” into 
chy ſelf; and-thoy ſeeſt—thy ſelf ſo ſpotted and 
defiled;'rhar thou art afhamed of thy ſelf; well, 
but look 'upon Jefus 'Chriſt, aid confider how 
thy nature is ſanCtified in himy he firs upon the 
Throne all holy; and thy nature that. he did aſ- 
ſume is holy; why Chriftian;there is holineſs in 
the root for thee; there is holinets in Chriſt thy 
head for thee, and becauſe he is mw thou alſo 

ſha]c be holy ; becauſe 'he bath ſanRtified thy 
nature, therefore thy nature ſhall be ſanCtified, 
for your ſakes, ſaies he, I ſanftify my ſelf, thac 
you alſo may be holy ; Tam holy, and you alſo 
ſhall be holy, Analogically, thar is; in ſome pro- 
portion, in your degree and mealure you ſhall 
be in a ſuitableneſs ro my bolineſs, that you may 
be made meet for me. Saics the Apoſtle in i 
Theſ. 5.2%. The very God of peace ſantlify you 
wholly ; ay, it ſhall be fo, becauſe Jefus Chriſt 
hack fanCtified bimfelf, and your nature is ſanQi-= 
fied in him, and therefore you ſhall in due time 
3 be made holy, and cherefgre rejoice_; though 
3 defiled and finful for a ſcaſon, yet you ſhall be 
= C 2 mage 
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made holy, and without ſpot, and blameleſs. Chriſt 

hath made way for this. . N 
Fourthly, Hereby way is made for our ftability, 
for an eternity and, perpetuity for us in grace and 
in glory. Jelus Chriſt he is a Mediator for ever ; 
he hath taken our Nature to wear it for ever ; he 
will never lay afide our Nature again, no net to 
eternity ;-.well therefare, we who are conſecrated 
by him, and reconciled to God by the blood of his 
Croſs, have a perpetual ſtanding in his Grace, and 
ſhall have an everlaſting abiding m that ſtate of 
Glory unto which we of be advanced by him, 
and through him ; all Enemies cannot unthrone 
*Chriſt ; Ages cannat remove Chriſt off from his 
"Throne m Heaven, but there he 1s, and there he 
ſhall ever Rule and Sit.; Nowr becauſe. he Sits there, 
thence is your ſtate in-Graceſure : Whyt he keep 
,our Nature in conjunction with his own Divine Na» 
ture, then he abides alwales full and powerful in 
reference unto the Concerns that be 1s to manage, 
.and the work that he 1s. to: do: for :you, full of 
ſtrength, and powerful therein, able to make all ef- 
. feQtual ; i he Sits there in Heaven to. that end.. This 
makes him ſo much- concerned about the bringing 
:0, and gathering home of thoſe that he did appear 
for in our fleſh, oh. 10. 16. Seehow Chriſt doth 
cor cern. himſelf for all thoſe for whom he was a 
Mediator. T here are others, {ays he, that . are not 
_ cf this fold. I have ſome among the Jews, and a- 
. mong the Gentiles; I have ſome of all Nations,theſe 
. I muſt gather home; Chriſt will not loſe any : And | 
. thoſe that are brought home, he will maintain mn | 
his Grace, becauſe he is an ever-living, and an ever- | 
.lafling Mediator, and a powerful Mediator : W ys 
under | 
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ander all 'your temptations Chis? It your 
way, that you'rneer withall'to' caſt grand con- 
Hidence, and to Fenourice your hope in the Grace of 
God : Doyou glory an1 trium v. in Chrift Jeſus 
that is our ſtanding Mediator in-Heaven'; "comfort 
your ſelves in him ; 'tor'as long as he abides in our 
Nature, he will concern himſelf tor us ;' an&as he 
hath his Eye alwaics upon the Glory of 'God; fo 
upon theigood 'of ſinners; - andbeing a Mediator, 

be is carried en with unbia ed ends, and'aums toad 
impartially and indifferently between botlfParries; 

therefore whilſt Jeſus Chriſt is Mediator; y6ut tate 


in Grace is certain: whilſt-Jeſis'Chriſt hath God's 


Glory to care for, your Salvation'1s ſure; for while 
he concerns himſelt forthe Glory: of God he mf 
concern” himſelf. for* the” Ars «a \of \Þi5Pecpte: 
[Theſe two Intereſts are made 'one by Jet Orr 
-the Mediator. And then, 

' Fifthly;" Is the ;th and; laſt place!  Herthy _ 
Wed familiarity and communion with God.. Jeſus 
heiſt having-as' Mediator made peace for us; now 
. behold he lets" Believers: incs.a- comfortable en Fe 
xnent of 'God. Now we” may* took towardy- 


ven; and{& God the Father, in'the face sf [Jeſus 


:Chrift. © He therefore that hath ſeen rhe Soni (fhirh 
Chriſt) $#2b ſeen the Father alſo, Fob. 14.9, What, 
'Do you fay;;Shew us'the Father ? What, ' Have 1 
been -ſo fone time with yon," and'yet baft-rhon' nos 
known'me ? Do you not know'that I have tecon- 
iciled bath togerher, and made way for communion, | 
that you now, in' and [through me,  may* converſe - 
-with rhe Father 8s, your- God and Father; Jeſus as 
. our Mediator hath Has us boldneſs with God,and - 
ke us 21to the enjoyment of communion with God, 
| C 3 and 


- 
> Of Rejyghingin the Lord 
and hajh given ws bifled, familiarity with God thax 
fo all,cowp, im; 39-2 Galpel way, bere,and 
and. POR 7 bak hopes of. enjoymg. of him. in 3 
Ever to be in his preſence, 
pre behalg bi glory ;. all this comes in by Jetns 
Qt he Mediator .; and.by, the Way, there 1s no 
e 20d. condition mtg which. a; Sout may. be 
gh while. he; is under Grace on this fide Hea- 
ven, but in that ſtate. and. condition he may - hold 
fellowſhip.agd and.commurſon. with God, | The threp 
Chaldrenid 1d ſo; 3n the feery. Furnace... .Daniel did 
1D in 4hsion's Dem Farah: did fo;in. the, Whales 
when; he went:  dagyen-- into the-, great deep, 
Fr LA be I, cammunion, with God, . $928 
| ſows: Your: Jdifenuragements be here-in, the 
i Wore ory in thiy, zhar paving. peace with God 
ongh.the blood gf Jeſus, you may got to him, «qd 
yu "Farber: You may ſay, My Lor d, and my Gat. 
Lou, may: converſe, with .him in; the wey of j the 


(Goſpel that is. conſecrated for wt hold and 
1 hens with him 1 nz and Kao, na ood = 
» grouyd of rejayeing s here |, recs they tid. 
UN KquaINHange, in the flefh is. caken from 
"<br Je from thee, and' their phages know 
1EmM no,More 3 bug here. is; Jeſus, he ever abijtds 
Upon the Throne, clearing the way of. commonion 
tween God andThee z.-50 that God- ipahvaiestby 
riend,. alwaies in\ reconciliation 16. thee; .alwaies 
readp.tameke known umielf, apd.to ihnpart of - 
Love: | Gr raceto;thee. Here, is.an abidirig = 
xe? i yo Ghrilt Jeſus, . if we;confider 
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Tet 7 "_ re rjoyee i” the Lord, it will je in 
the Gad 0 'my Salvation. | 5 
T' x wards have been q oy unto you, and 
2'Þ we have .given' you Propoſition, tr Sy 


hers @ enough in Chriſt alone 7 he 
Ho: Ther t is teal ; Fo em fo _ | 
whatſoever bis caſe and condition is. 


| tvs need no. more than Jeſys to make you ble. 
: and. there 15 ;"_ in | Jes to 


eno h in feſas to _—_ you Ou to eternity, - 
' Now here far. the Dire&ion of your, Faith in 
looking up to, and in dealing with Chriſt jn a dark 
or low condition, we propoſed. ta-conlider, | 
Firſt, What Feſus Chriſt «: And here we told 
you, that B 
x. In the firſt place, He is glorious in his Perſon ; 
L now proceed., 
. &;, As he is glorious in his Perſon, ſo hes fre 
014,in his Nature, full of grace, full of kindnels, full 
f compaſſion both unto Saints ang unto Sinners 2 
He. m;ght have. ap cared glorious in his Per. 
Gas ad ot £4-: ous in buys Nature. He. 
C 4 mighe 
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hr. have a ed S ether_ 
EE. ns yet farrounded with es 
Mareſty : ; buriJeſus-Chriſt 16 as gracious | in his Na- 
ture, 25 he is. glorious ip his Perſon; he is. full. gf 
compaſſion unto the Sons of men; there is no harſh- 
neſs; there is pb bitterneſs in Criſt Jeſus ; there is 
nothing in himmy friends)that will diſcourage you; 
uf you tet never” þ narfowly;" ard 5 oh 
look him through, there (is ziothing'1in.him ta dif- 
courage you, but he 1 - full coho bp full of 
all. encouragement ;. I qo not, mean _thar 
'of love ut gt he is God. abſglutely a ROO 
Apoſlle ſays, 'That God is Love; ſpeaks ix..0f 
God.. the of” Frag 3. and fo as Chriſt Jeſuy 1 1s God 
£qual wich' the Father n the” nt Nature, It is. 
applicable to the Setond' Pertan.; le that 15 not 
ay but he is fall'e? | grace in his Kature, : as he 1 
Plothed with our fleſh, 'atid his Love it is alwaic 
uh encautaging” Love; it 5s" al: Gy 4 "heart's 


Love 3 it -is alwaic#a Sonl-Atisfy ove.. - 
annet firid ſudhafr Objett n op Ein » tior” och 
in Object in Heaven, 'as'Jefiis" ChrifÞ? & thay" is; 


{ fill 'of compaſſion, "and {6 fl} bf grace as he 3s ; 
mid-the grearne(s* '6' his Love as'Z ptovind' of / oy 
unto the believiriSoul ingil'conditions, "is ſuch as 
--'Firſt; Doex break through, and conguer” all oppoſing. 
| Sctondly; 1+ Beig htens under #1] our ſorrows": find 
, np lurdly, 1t abi mmixed all ſeaſons. 0 
Firſt, His Love 3 z5 ſuch, and {0 great that it breaks 
oe 1G oa A bidfing 428 "!Phough there 
It Chit x6 diſtodrage' oar Fove ro him,” ; 
yer! I'ehiclk 'rel You; that there is Eotigh in us'to* | 
diſt3uta3e Chriſt's 'Love Yo usF' Ls "OE 
twthings elſo-ia wo : bux that why ray forbid che 
Lew 672 S CEO + +4 Hs Love 
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Love of TY Cliriff* dealing | 
ſoever are the matrers of 'dil - 
Loveof Jelys' breaks through” chem: Th it ik 
rothing © Lerthe” heart be: never" Jo. vile, the 
ſmner in bithſelfb&never fo l6arkfom ; let $ Wal ies* 
be never fo conmrrary ;lettheP ples upon which 
heats he never 16 averſe, the Love of Jeſiis 
breaks through all.” 'Whar is the' are of a fii 
When Chriſt Tefiis'comes to viſit him'? avilek 
fom, filthy. abominable ſtatei#You have-ir/fet” i 
mithe 16th 'of E244), by all manner of fifdinge* 
&xprefſions, that ſhers'the finnet'is'n a very 
Sify, ; In the + fag and Sth verſes; Thea layeft® | 


ohie ? Thou u 'but\ "(ay EE 
ihy petſen;'b Wed "Þ thee, 
Ty ; .* And FRE you! 
may fee ir” ( bar a Patable of the Samar an; 


dne paſſed By'a"po6r Creature that liy in hls Wood, 
and would have 'tivching to do 'with/him ; arid atio 
cher paſſes by: 'arid'would have nothing to 40k | 
him's, bur Jeſt the pood Samaritan be 7 
ind he pities hit, and binds uf bis "i 
heals 'hica. * You "qnay ſee ne didn [ie 
Eove of Chriſt” marches through, Titus'2 3. "For* 
we Our ſelvis were ſometimes fooliſh, Boba agb, de-. 
cervers, ſe divers luſt s and' pleaſures, living i in" 
alice, bateful, and bating one another. Good Lord !\ 
ome would think, 'js ir poſſible that ſuch a Soul ' 
a this ſhould'be brovght hone, and loved by =_ i 
_ Chr 


mma 
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"T: We CAT » fo 0 
lone... Uus ac ing-t0. þ his. mercy. $f ny ah 

L, * 6.1 Were 7 of you, but, ye 
d&c.. ths ; be loves you. notwithſtand+ 
this, and. — t9 love you. Nay (my 
El this-is. not, all, but his 71a? hang th | 

march through reat oppolings. and for 
bulding before, grace. hut high qifcouragements 
Mc grace.; V by, what.is.che; walk of che Soul 


grace? Isix.agr. pry crooked, 'and .very\ per- 
vere? Dorh nothefall thort £ Bo; Bole 7: Doc 

ng{;he _off<od;God.jin ey, Fa Ms e doth 
chete-pir a,great, there - Fel p 
ac4t deal/pt prides a ret: Gala aalayyand 
FF 006.PANNs red res after grace Þ 
you ſkumble and fall. os Chriſtian walk, 


_ Exe gay? vette Covenant: of, youg graces 
pn nents of Gad.? and yes 
Ld pgal, ; be. contipyes, ta loye, you ; un 
os, grh Mila j 2-139, 3T> Suppoling lays 
[that my,Chilgren, my Redecmed Ones, .that, 
fer. my laye..upon, and; viired | with, my, 
th they, wyll Forſake my Law, and walk: 
on of xl he, way 07 my Conmmangdments, that I have. 
called rhem;tp walk in, and Sia; them to abide; 
in:Now the Lope gb, Jeſus Chriſt keeps up through; 
all: rherefore'fays,'\the. Apoſtie, Neitber life, nor 
death, &c. ſhall, fas te us = thy lowe of Chrift 
Ron, 8.38. The lf ite wp, a Bcliever afcer grace 38. 
full. of provocation ;;and if may. be; he:continues 19. 
Fey 'Gad as lang. as he lives, 5 There are, pro», | 
vocations # 
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octions end unkindneſſer in bis Way, tothe Lord 
Þ yes life-long, till.he cometo;theen of. his daies; 
ad pet. ſays ws Apolt'e,. Eife.ſball..net ſeparate. 
Now..chisis a great ground: of rejojicing.;.that thoy 
ape look unto thy, Jeſus, and {es þim- alwaies 
laymg. ol. tlize :..:T'hy. wraits are; very. uneven and 
geonſtaps;: and; thou-canſt nor ketp.in-Jo good a 
ratne: 85 thou wouldeſt.do,yer ſti}l Jelas:loves-theet 
thauiars full of whadringsftyl ene loves theezwhyy 
here's-allove.that. tnarehes\through all gppofings.:: 
on1Sgcandlys te adie Liter thot Heig btenar! wider aff 
eh Varoryy.;l mean.anas the communixations anf{ 
penſes. of 1t;. 6r .the:addual. and _.favipg diſcoverics 

of &. wito.the Bulieger g it heightens under All our 
ava, thatzthe grezterour trouhlts ate, the more 
 laveny, and, the amete! pitiful our ſtate 13;the.move 
honare he:izg he. ſees a Believer it” may: be, 

hi Autider great «diſtrefles df--bot]py:200 in. +grear 
Agopes. of fpiric ;>why'y) this draws: atit his love, 

he 3.4.99 thee moreyhe iisthe more "pitifh], : arid the 


ey ee thi theez as \he: fees thar-thiy 
rrowful ſhite; 'and thp condinion. a trou- 


hled «dition ;\.and indeed the Belcher: never hath 
ſichidiſcoveries and avidences of dhetove-and kind- 
axf5,06 God tor him: as: when he i$1n k low condi- 
tion; Jeſus: Chtiſt,pheVid«corde, youckriow, into'a 
wilderneſs, [to-\walk- With: Jrgeb 30ARd let ther 
troublah becineversſo-many, Jeſus Chriſhwould nde 
Jeant them ; -biar: -theigreater' their. troubles were, 
the;more was higdlove diſcovered; andthe more: did 
his faithfulneſs 'tq them :appear;;ramdithey. never 
hadJuch :an enmnenriand \{ignal »appearances of 
Gel wth. theniy. 1s: when: they were in theit 
Wildetncl Travely,*- 27 Facoh 3 boly>man, never 
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(28 Of rejozcingIn tht" Lord 
had ſo-much of God, nor never had 'ſoek''a fight 
of God, is when-he was in a/low' condition; Gen: 
- 28. 15. Behold Tam viah thee; \end I will keep thet 
vn all places:whjthey thou poeſt, \ and will bring thee 
wg ai to'thbic Land, and will wot leave theo vill I; 


bave done'whar”'? | 16 ſpoken'so thee of. And Gen. | 
:3 1. 43. Herethe good aaniwas in a great” ftraie; 


he was afraid that he ſhouldibe cur off; ' Ay but 
fays be, The Lord, 'the God of "Abraham, ave rhe 
God of Wane, be it was that rebnked thee yeſternight. 
He did-charge thee  that'thou d(houldeſt {pezk©no 
Hurt, no:&vil unto me: router ag Iocmer 3+ 
came into x groaning captivity and bondage; "when 
their data very. great- and unſolicrable, 
then did . the - Lord wonderfully diſcover him! 
30. 7. And the __ Seat rely PR 
& tors: of my: which are 98: , and ba\ 
Tee ler ren of tw Teoma) ml 
ws corre down'wUdeliver vhem 8c; And Pſ4;y 4-46. 
The Eyes of the Lord are upon 1the-viphreous,” and hrs 
\Ears are open rstheir cry. i. Here's a 'ſuppolition of 


-a condition that the Soul win, or may bebrouy 
Into, that: mukes-it groan and erp; : Well, for your 
-comfort:know, that then in aſpecial mannewis' the 
-Eye of the :Lordi upon you, and - his Ear'open' to 
[you.: And: Pfat. 56. 18; Thou ttlheſt 'my wander: 
"mgs, &c.../Phouw:tclleſt jifligbts.; fo 1ſomei:read it. 
}þ have never an.enemy to purſue me, bur che Lord 
.takes notice of it;and ſeerh: whirher: the enemy kuots 
{me and:drives me ;-he takes notice of the fury of 
"the oppreflar:that comes aut; 'againſt me :' - Thou 
elleſs my | wanderinys, and: putteſt my tears in-thy 
"bottle. Every tear/in a ſorrowful condition Jeſus 
"Chriſt bottles pp ; he. Keeps .it-in recpemhpnnch.; 


' #n every Condition”. "Go ag 
God's. Peoples higheſt+ viſits of favour and+ : 
their rbecary Eb and the: moſt: Krk 
table ' manifeſtations that they have of God, have 
been when they have been in a low condition. In 
proſperity, there God many times lets the Soul walle 
more 3t liberty; ay,'and he hath leſs of 'God in' 
proſperity then in adverſity ; there he is left to 
walk by his own light'{ as I mayſofay Y'and he 
bears up bimſelf more gpon his own eomforrs; 
he ſtands then ( ag itwere } more upon-his own 
legs, but in a weak condition, and in ani aflited 
ſtace, ina time of trouble, then.is the Lord pre- 
fenc, diſcovering himſelf more fully ro him; and 
hence it.is chat the Saints have had their higbeſt 
Joys in the prifon, .and have been | made to ſing 
in the flames. They have commended the ſhar- 
peſt diſtreſs that ever ihey were brought intoin 
this world to be ſach as could never feparate 
Chriſt and their Souls : the love of your Jeſus is 
fo great; that ic will leap into a furnace to keep 
wa ten 1 It is ſuch, as it will come' inte 
any firajit and hazard tp ſupport and bear up your 
ſpirits; Lo,this is your friend 6: your comforter, 
that you have, O believer, to rejoyce in : Jeſus 
his heart is alwajes towards you,and the love of 
his bearc it heightens under all your ſarrows;let 
darkneſs grow upon your ſtate, the light of bis - 
love will ſhine through ir, and give you a- light 
that you ſhall ſee your way: let your diſconſo- 
lations be never fo many in the creature, the 
love of Jeſus Chriſt will countervail aN, for if 
the creature be raken away, Jeſus Chriſt will 
be the more, and inthe wanr of all things he 
will diſcover bimſelf fo, as ſhall anſwer all ro 
Your Sculs. 3. 8 


go Of Rejoycing, in the' Lord 
. 3» Ai cus done is ſwabr ah beggar aus; attllet. ol 
our forrows;::ſerit abides- amvyixced iti all ſeaſonss 
as it is a Jpvec thac'canhathe diverted, : fo itis a 
lave chat: cannot. be aduiterated;burir is alvaies 
a fect, alwaiesa pureriove 3 a" "heart caſing; 'a 
foul pacifying, a ſoul rejoycing love, none can 
throw any:bircerneſs into-the love of eſas,' but 
ic is alwaies'a pure,Clear Chryltal lovejtbartiarh 
po mixture:;inicy it is 'nor -thus with the love 
of friends:z;the tweeteſt, 'the beſt, the firmeſt 
friends thac.ever man'had-upon carth, icherg is 
ſome mixture in their Jove!: They wilt ſome- 
times :rejoyce-your hearts, and ſometimes .chey 
will make:yourihearts fad 2 Joving friends-ma 
ſomecimes frown, and: be :churliſh 20d-uakind, 
and you may go'to:them-with your” hopes and | 
expettations, and be difappoinced 3 -you may 
ſoon weary our their Jove, and they may*dilco- 
wer ſucha mixture,that their hearts ſeemiſome- 
gimes tobe alienated. Bur: it is noe (thas” wich 
he Lord Jeſus, 'bur his love is alwaies a'pure, 
clear, ſoul -ſatisfying love;; there's light-in-bim, 
and: no:darkneſs at all,: there is fweergels in him, 
and thereisno-dicterpeſcavdll./ There are '( as 
I ſaid before) things that' may-encourage you, 
tÞur there iis nothing rhat will diſcourage you in 
Jeſus, no notunto eternity : now believer this 
3s thy: friend; -is-not-this a brother born for ad- 
-erlity, look amongſt alf thy friends upon earth, 
thaſt thou ſuch a one? /look into Heaven, are any 
of the Angels able-to do for thee as Jeſus can? 
'Who isithere in Heaven or Earth that thy Soul 
rangekive woomperiſon with Jeſus? be is glo- 
rious 
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fious in his perfon, and he'ls "gracious: in bis nas 
ture. 
"I eſus is the exhibiter, rewþ, alr, and wnſols 
der of 14 the fulneſs of the ble rh lorioys v5 
tributes of God in a ſalvation way Trig bd i8-t 
God in and rhrough Jeſus Gare Gild nor. Shes, 
wiſe, God abſolutely in himſe]© JiyeNs Rig Uight 
unacceſſable , and is a, conſuming fire, we 
cannot make an approach To God as he is 
abſolutely conſidered , and live3 bur now 
In atid through Jeſus Chriſt, God he is a God 
that may bo ſpoken withal, and all his ' actris 
butes, and the propertiegof | his nature are fas 
vingly enjoyable. There is agreat deal of the 
glory of God that was diſcovered in the works 
of Creation, there was the glory of his' wiſ 
dorn, and the glory of his power, of his goods 
neſs, and of his ſoveraignty, thefe were diſco» 
vered in the works of Creation, but as fo ex- 
hibited they are not ſaving, neither do they af- 
ford ſoul-ſaving relief to us, abſolutely conſide- 
red in that primary exhibition that was made 
of them in the works of Creation ; but now, in 
and through Jeſus Chriſt,there all the attributes 
of God they are faving, all the attributes of 
God they are , comfortable and refreſhing. 
Adam when he was out of Chriſt, could not 
think of God, but it was a terrour to bim.s 
therefore as ſoon! as ever he had fined, fear en- 
rered into his Spirir, and he'hid himſelf ; ; why ? 
fares the Lord to Adam, what is the marter? 
O! faies he,7 wai afraid, and 1 hid my ſelf ?.Why 
{d?'O to confider che greatneſs of God, and the 
wiſdom of God that was diſcoyered in the Cre- 
atio , 
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jb Of Reipyringinthe Lord 


rion,.apd rhe: power of- God thar was difcove+ 
TEN ood cg Fe ſoveraignty and.dp- 
minion- of God that was diſcovered.io the Crez- 
tion : and to'think-that he had nointereft in this 
God,chat he had [fRroked and grieyed bim, this 
wag a terrour tb him; and faies 44am, Lord 1 
was afraid, and I hid my ſelf, ay, and all the 
attributes of God are enough. to ſtrike rer- 
rour: into the Sopl that hath nio- intereſt ,in 
Jeſus , conſidered .out of . Feſus, and they 
are not relieving. | But now. in and through 
Jeſus, all Gods attributes. they .are recon. 
ciled to, and engaged for the believer, and 
e may fee. that which may comfort him, 
and that which may ſatisfy him, JoEor- 1. 24, 
But unto them which are called, hoth fews and 
reeks, Chriſt the power of God and the wiſdom of. 
God, as if he had ſaid, all the power. of God. 
char is ſaving, it is in. and through Chriſt Jeſus, 
and all-the wiſdom of God that is faving, is in. 
and through Chriſt Jeſus, therefore ia him it is 
faid are bid all the rreaſures of wiſdem and know- 
ledge, Col. 2.3. Now do butconſider the attri- 
butes of God apart, and you will find ,, that 
they are no way relieving out of Chriſt, but in 
Chriſt they are full of Grace, and they are all 
Exhibited and revealed through bim as ſaving, 
 * I. As to the Fuſticeof God .Why,the juſtice of 
God our of Chrift, it is terrible, to conſider that 
God isa moſt exact” ſevere righteous God, that 
will. give every one their due, and wil! mete_ 
Out a portion to every one according to his de-, 
ſerr. This is moſt terrible, to conſider God our. 
of Chrift,8& what may we expect, bur as P/. i 6, 
pon 
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in every Condition. 2 
Upon the wicked he ſnall rain ſnares,fire and brim- 
ſtone, and an horrible tempeſt; this ſt all be the po; - 
:i0n of their cup : This will be the portion cfall 
thoſe that God hath ro d9 withal our of Chrift, 
But now in Chriſt Jeſus this acrribute 1s attoned, 
and all that wrath, and that juſtice, and that 
vengearce had ro execute, ,is poured our upon 
Chriſt Jeſus; juſtice dealt with the Lord Jeſus in 
Its utmoit ſeverity, and received fatisfeCtion in 
him and from him ; ſo as now ſaies the Apottle 
in 1 Fohn 1.y. If we confeſs our ſins, he is faith- 
fil and juſt to forgi ve a5 onr fins, GC. and ſo Rom. 
3.26, Todaelare I ſay at this time bis righteoeſ- 
neſs, that he mig ht be faſt, and the juſtificr of him 
that congint Ih 7eſsr WW hy, Juſtice bath nothing 
to ſey againſt rhee, bur it ſpeaks. all for thee, 
becauſe God is a righteous God, therefore he 
will love thee : and therefore he will bleſs thee 
with all bleſſings, becauſe he hath received full 
ſatisfaction from Teſus Chritt thy ſurety. 

2. Conſider 'ſcroxaly, the power of God ont cf 
Cprift, and it 1s ennugh to fill thy heart with ter. 
roar, 'EZEK. 26. 14- Can thy Jewre cnoamre, or C:im 
thy bands be jtrorg ia the day that I ſhall deal with 
thee ſaith th2 Lord, &c, Haſt thou a ſtrength to 
grapple with me, or canft thou ſer thy foor _ 
gainſr me? no verily, whar are all the nacions of 
che earth? they are leſs then 2 crawling worm 
before the foor of the great God, hou cant 
not ſtand before ir. Bur now in Chriſt Jeſus this 
Artribure is attoned roo, and the mighty gower 
of God is engaged to carry on, and ro mannage 
a ſalvation deſign 1n thee. Therefore ſiies the 
Apoſtle, Ep%-1. 19, That ye may krow whit is 
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the exceeding greatneſs of his power to us-ward who 

believe according to the working of his mighty pows 

er;: Soas let the power of God be never ſo great, 

it is 3 power engaped for-thee to manage and carry 

on falvatioh work in thee : whatever be the oppo- 
ſings that it meet with, either from thy own heart 
_ or from others. 

Thirdly, If you eonfeder the Attribute of God's 
Fſdom ; It is not relieving out of Chriſt. That God 
is ſo infinitely wiſe, and ſo'deep, the Suul may think 
all this is againſt me, and wit is he now doing, 
but contriving new torments, and new Hells, that 
are more kierce and exquifite for me ? and furely 
there will be no end of theſe torments. Burt now 
in Chriſt Jefus the Wiſdom of God is imployed in 
ſuch a debgn of Salvation, that the” Angels are 
faid to pry into it ; they are aſtonifhed at the de- 
Gon that 1s brought to light by the Wiſdom of 
God. . 

Fourthly, If you conſider the Patience of God out of 
Chriſt ; it 1s n0 -way relieving. For, what will it 
advantage a Soul that God does bear with it a 
while, when under all, there is wrath treafuring up 
for him againſt rhe day of wrath. Rom. 9:22. 
What if God willing to ſhew his wrath, and to, make 
his power known, endured with much long-ſuffermg 
the Veſſels of wrath fitted for deſtruftion 5, So as the 
Patience of God 1s exerciled in bearing with a {in- 
ner a little while. till he greaten his fins : But God 
will come in upon him notwithſtanding all, though: 
he bear a little while. . But now in Chriſt Jeſus the 
Paticr&e of God is reconciled, 2 Pet. 3. 9. For the 
Lord is not ſlack concerning his lromiſes. as ſome men 
count ſlackneſs, but is long-(uffering to ur-ward, not 
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willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to Repentance, Why, in Chriſt Jeſus God he 1s 
patient, and God he glorifies his Parttence, that he 
nught be known tg be gracious. 

Fifthly, The Love and Gooameſs of God out of 
Chriſt « not relieving ; for "tis at an end. "The Soul 
may think, well, his love is at an end, he hath no 
more love for me ; ; Iam his enemy. Man, when 
he had ſinned, muſt turn out of Paradiſe ; he muſt 
pack away and be gone. See my face no more, lays 
God. Burt now in Chriſt Jeſus is the Love of God 
revealed, and the Goodneſs and Mercy of God re- 
vealed. 

Sixthly, The Immenſity and Benipiity of God, 
out of Chriſt, is not relieving. What though God 
may give thee a conliderable portion in the world, 
| he may fill thine hands with wealth, and thy houſe 
with treaſure, and fill thy cheſt with ſtore. Bur all 
this 18 given in anger and diſpleaſure ; there 13 no- 
thing of love in it ; and, thy fulnefs i bur firting 
thee for the ſlaughter. There is the Curſe of God 4 
upon all thy ſtore and'plenty ; this will not at all lf 
avail thee. But now'in Chrift Jeſus the Immenſity Y 
and Benignity of God is reconciled, and how doth 
it ſpeak out love and grace'! God is an Imimenſs | 
God, and' he gives out according to his own Im- - 
menlity. And what ther»are the gifts of his Love 
and Grace! they are ſuch as cannot be weighed ; ; 
they are ſuch as cannot be 'meaſured; there 18 a 
height, and'depth, and length, and breadth, inal 
his gootneſs that cannor be farhomed. And all this 
he1s to the, Soul through Chrift. And ' - 

Seventhly,If you conſider his Eternity ont of Chriſt; 
it is no way relicving. That God is my enemy, 
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ſays the Soul, and is an everlaiting God ; ' he will 
be my enemy for ever ; and all that is in God will 
be engaged againſt me for ever ; his Juſtice, his 
Wiſdom, and his Power, and, all his Attributes 
will be engaged againſt me for ever : Burt now in 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Eternity of God is matter of great 
comfort to thee, becauſe he is an Eternal God, 
being thy God, he will be thy God for ever, thy 
dwelling place for ever, and thy portion. 
for ever : he will never depart from thee : - he 
will never leave thee :+ he will never | ceaſe 
to be what he hath promiſed to be, becauſe he is: 
an everlaſting God ; and thus you may run over 
all the Attributes of God,the glory and the fulneſs 
of them is exhibited and unfolded, publiſhed and 
revealed by Chriſt Jeſus unto us ; and hence it 1s: 
that in Scripture ordinarily there 1s no-great mentt- 
on made of the mercy and kindneſs of God-to fin- 
ners, but through and with reipect to Chriſt; Jeſus, 
Eph. 1. 3. Who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt' Feſus. And 
hence 1s it ſaid, that wewith pen face behold the glo- 
ry of God in the {ace of Feſus Chriſt, 2iCor. q. © 8. 
and 2.-Cor. 4. 6. God who commanded the light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs hath ſhined in our hearts to give 
the l:ght of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Feſus Chriſt ; and hence 1s it thar Jeſus Chriſt 
is ſaid-to be-the brightneſs-of the Fathers giory,and 
the expreſs image of his Perſon, Hes. 1. 3. So as 
here.is another thing that is an abiding ground of 
joy and rejoycing for us |n_ Chriſt Jeſus, he 1s the 
exhibiter, revealer, and unfoider of: the-fulneſs of all 
the blefſed-and glorious properties of Gods nature 
in a ſalvation way : hence when God comes to enter 

into 
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Into Covenant with a believer, he doth not en- 
ter into Covenant with him abſolutely, bur in 
and through Chriſt Jeſus ; and hence is it thar 
all che promiſes of che Covenant thar are Gods 
gifts of grace to us, they are yea, and Amen, in 
Chriſt Jeſus: now do but confider this, & you 
may ſee that Chriſt is one your Souls may take 
.comfort in; confider the glory of hisPerſon as he 
is Mediator, and conſider the graciouſneſs of his 
nature as he is full of love, and conſider how he 
is the exhibiter and unfolder of the fulneſs of 
all the blefled and glorious Attributes of God in 
a ſaving way : And whatſoever,diſcouragement 
_ Chriſtian thou haſt here below, Took up to Jeſus, 

and thou mayeſt ſee encouragement ; ; have you 
men that are engaged againſt you ? look up to 
Jeſus, and you may ſee God in him engaged to 
be your God, Gods power engaged for you, 
Gods mercy, Gods name, and Gods glory, all 
engaged for you, Thus as to the ficlt particular, 
what Jeſus Chriſt is. 

2.We ſhall now proceed to ſpeak ſumething to 
the ſecond,and that is whar this J-ſus hath; you 
have ſeen what he is, we will now conſider 
what he hath;and there are bur rwothings that 
I ſhall glance upon under this head, that may be 
relieving ro us in our lovking up to Jefus, 

1. He hath anirreſiſtivle power. 

2. He hath an anexinavjt ibis trealare. 

I. feſus in whom we ſhould rejoyce at all times, 
bath an irrefijtible power. A power over all fleſh, 
over all Creatures, over good Angels, and vver 
bad Angels ; a power over men, a power over 
eyery creature in the whole Creation of God, 
Col. 2. 1.7e are "compleat in him, which is ths he od 
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of all principalities and powers, and' Mat. 28, 18, 


All power is given unto me in Heaven and it 
Earth ; Jeſus Chriſt bath an abſolute dominion 
over all Creatures as he 1s God, and this is a do- 
minion thar he received, not by gift from the Fa- 
ther, but he hath ic from the right of Creation, 
as he is with the Father God over all bleſſed for 
evermore, But there is a delegated power as I 
may ſo ſay, a power that is committed to Chriſt 
Jeſus by ſpecial grant from the Father as he is 
Mediator over the whole Creation of God, Eph. 
I.21, 22. Far above all principalities and pow- 
ers, and might and dominion} and every name that 
55 named, not only in this world, but in that which 
is to come,and hath put all things under his feet and 
gave him to be the head over all things to the 
Church. Now Phil. 2.9, 10, 11. there you 
| may ſee that he received this power from God, 
Wherefore God alſo hath bighly exalted bim, 
and given him a name which is above every 
name, GC. and 1 Cor. 15, 27. For he hath put all 
things under his feet, and Pſal. 8. 6, Thou baſt 
made him to have dominion over the works of thine 
6ands.Chriſt hath an univerſal power as Media- 
tor over the whoſe Creation of God : Now that 
which 1s for thy comfart in it, is, in that this 
power. is imployed and improved; 

1. For the overcoming of all thine enemies. And 

2. Far the over-raling and filling up of all thy 


wants, 


1. This great and univerſal power that Chrift 
bath received over all creatares is improved and 
'wployed inthe overcoming and bivding of all enc- 
mes that are againſt thee ; Let thipe enemies be 


ne- 
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never ſo ſtrong, ter the powers of men engage 
againſt a poor Soul ; Jeſus Chriſt hach a power 
greater then them all, and will bind them at his 
pleaſure, and will take the prey our of the 
hands of the terrible; lec Satan che Prince-of 
darkneſs put in againſt a poor creature, he fhall 
never be able to cake him, and carry him Cap- 
tive ; for Jeſus Chriſt will ſ<cure him, becauſe 
greater is he that 14 in you, then he that is in the 
world, 1 John 4. 4. He is greater than the Prince, 
the God of _ world; now the great power har 
Jeſus Chriſt hath,is a power for you; JeſusChriſt 
he is inveſted with this power as he isMediator. 
that he might over- rule all the enemies of your 
ſtate, & vanquiſh chem ar his pleaſure, ſo as ler 
them for a while tyrannize and vaunt ir; yer 
they ſhall never be able ro carry one poor be- 
liever to Hell, nor our of the dominion & power 
of GodGrace; for all this power thac Jeſus hath, 
be is intruſted wichal for your (:curicy, And 
2. For the over-ruling of all your wants in your 
fate. Jeſus Chriſt hath a power, and all power, 
that he might ſupply you in all your occafions & 
neceſſities; it may be the poor believer is dil- 
couraged, he fees bur a lictie me3l in the barrel, 
but a little Oij in the cruiſe, he ſees his ttock 
begins ro waft, he thinks he ſpends upon the 
principal, an it will ſoon be all done, and how 
ſhall hs live then ; the water in the pircher is 
almoſt out, and the cake that is baked is almoft 
eaten, and the Soul begins to think now ir muſt 
die ; ay, but Chriſtian, this Jeſus bath an all- 
power co anſwer all chy wants; ler thy necetſ- 
ties be never ſo many, do but cafide who 3* is 
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rhar thou haſt to deal with, it is he that hath the 
fulneſs of the earch in his own potlciſion, P/ad. 
FO. 12. 1f [ were hungry, | wonld not tell it thee 
for the world is mine, and the falncſs thereof, and 
Plal, 89. 11. The Heavens are thine, the Earth 
alſo ws thine, and as for the world and the fulneſs 
thereof thou haſt fonnded it ? whole 1s the world 
I pray ? In whoſe hand is it? is it not inthe hand 
of your Jeſus? Hath nor he a dominion over 
all creatures for you ? his/ mediatory power Is 
for you,to be improved for you, and to be im- 
ployed for you, ſo as ler your neceflicies be 
what they will, they cannot be greater then 
your Jeſus hath a ſupply by him for, and 1s able - 
ro anſwer, You know the thouſands of Jjracl, 
were called to live 4o years ina howling wilder- 
neſs, where there was no plowing nor ſowing, 
and yet behold they were alwaies ſupplied. 
They did but cry unto the Lord, when they ſee- 
med to. be in want, and the Lord gave them 
bread from Heaven, and fleſh from Heaven, and 
he gave them water out of the Rocks, and the 
fulneſs cf the earth is ſtill in his hand, El:jab 
was in a low condition, and did not know what 
to do, and God commanis a Raven to feed him, 
and God commanded an Angel to be hisServanc. 
All the Creatures they are in covenant for your 
good ; I have made faith the Lord a Covenant 
for you with the Beaſts of the field, and with 
the Fowls of heaven, and with all Creatures. 
And if Gd does but command the qualls to 
come, and feed the people of Jſracl, they ſhall 
doit; And if God do bur command the Ravens 
to ſeed the Prophet, he ſhall not want ; ſales 
ED Chriſt, 
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Chrift, at. 16. 9. do ye not yet underſtand, 

neither remember the 5 loaves of the 5 thou- 

ſand, and how many Baskets ye took up? They 

were in alittle ſtrair,and reaſoned among them- 

ſelves : Why, faies Chriſt, have you forgotten 

how I fed fo many thouſand with 5 loaves, and 

2 fiſhes? and my arm is not ſhortned, my power 

is not leſſened, It is an abſolute power, an un-- 
controulable dominion that I have ; therefore 

fear rot Soul, do not weep over your empty 

bottle, do not weep over your loſt eſtate, do 

not weep over your paſt comforts, but look up 

co the, fulneſs of Jeſus; he hath enough for 

your relief, he can command of the fulceſs of 
the earth into your condition,and give it you by 

what hand he pleaſerh. And as he hath an uncon- 

troulable power that can rebuke all your enc- 

mies, and make a ſupply to you in all your 

wants; So, | 

2. He hath an unexhanſlible treaſure ; It hath 
pleaſed the Father to put his all-fulneſs of Grace 
into him, and make him Lord of all that Grece 
that is to be diſpenſcd to believers in that 
known place, Cel. 1.19. [t hath plexſed the Fa- 
ther that in him ſhould all ſulneſs axell, All Grace 
Ic comes from Chriſt, itis placed in him as the 
Fountain, and he hath the tulneſs of all Grace 
for your relief; 

I. Unto vital influences : And, 

2. Unto allual aſſiſtance, 

1. He hath a fulncfs of all Grace unto vital in-* 
flaences; Therefore the ſecond {dam was made 
a quickning Spirit, as the Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor, 
15. 45, he hath received life that he might 

give 
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give it upto others ; the Son of God is ſaid to 
raiſe thoſe that were dead, he is a living ſpring 
of Grace that ſends vital Grace into our bearts, 
It is he: that doth implant vital principles of 
Fairh, of love, of patience, and of new obedi- 
ence, and makes us new creatures to God, and 


cauſeth us to live before him; and this may be. 


matter of encouragement to thoſe that are yet 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, thoſe that are yet 
void of Grace, and deſtitute of ſpiritual life 
why Sirs, Jeſus Chriſt is a living Spring ; Jeſus 
Chriſt is a quickning Spirit, and he gives life to 
thoſe that are dead, he is furniſhed with life by 
the Father to-give life to dead Souls ; let the 
dead ſinner then hope in Jeſus, and let him wait 
ubon Jelus, be that hath commanded thoſe that 
have been dead to live, . can alſo command thy 
dead Soul to live, he hath till life-power in 
him, and life-grace in him. And, 

2, He hath all grace for aftnal aſſiſtance ; he 
Is the true Olive, that empties of his golden 
Oll into the bearts of believers ; hence Chriſt 
ſaies, 7obn 15. 5. Without me you can do 
zothing. I am the Vine, and ye are the branches, 
or I am the Root, and ye are the Branches. 
Why, ]:ſus Chriſt he js an influential root; he is a 
root full offap: and full of nouriſhment, and full 
of moiſture, that he does convey to believers 
for their ſpiritual growth and improvement; by 
his ſtrength ir is that we are able to ſtand ina 
day of tempration, by his ſtrength it is that we 
are able to manage ſpiritual duties, O alaſs, a 
lictle duty would be roo greart for us, were It 
nor for the ſtrength of Chriſt Jeſus, and a little 
2. - 


it's | " | | 5s 

"in every Condition. 43 
of the grace of Chriſt Jeſus, will make a Soul 
wonderfully ſtrong, that he ſhall be able to do 
even to amazement, to bear and to ſuffer to 
aſtoniſhment. A little of the” Grace of Chriſt, 
 O now patient will it make the Soul under great 
afflitions, and how will it ſtrengthen a poor 
weak believer to hold on in the face of all diff- 
culties ! he ſhall be able to hold pace not only 
with the Footmen, bur with the Horſemen, by 
the grace of Chriſt are we ſweetly, ſwiftly, and 
joyfully carried on in the ways of new obedi- 
ence, hence is it that we are oft-times commen- 
ded unto the grace of the Lord Jeſus in divers 
Epiſtles; I commend you ſaies the Apoſtle to. 
the grace of the Lord Jeſus, and the grace of 
the Lord Jeſus be with you; and indeed there 
needs no more, becauſe there is enough for our 
ſupply at all times, and therefore when we are 
poor and weak,and empty,and low in our ſelves, 
we ihould look up to Jefus, Jeſus is alwaies full, 
we know not how to go through ſuch a duty, 
nor how to manage ſuch a condition, we have not 
grace for it, and we think we ſhall fink and fail 
under diſcouragements ; why Chriſtian,if indeed 
thou hadſt no more then what thou haſt in thy 
ſelf, thou mighteſt fear this, but keep thine 
Eye upon Jeſus, he is full, and filled for the ſup- 
ply of thee, and he will communicate according 
ro thy neceſſities, we may therefore at all times, 
and upcn all occaſions wait upon him. 
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Habakkuk 3. i8. 


Tet T1 will rejoice in the Lord, I will Foy 
inthe God of my Salvation. "" 
V E are ſhewing you from this Scripture 
what a conſtant ground of joy and 
rejoycing there is in Jeſus Chriſt for the belie- 
ving Soul.ar all times, and in all conditions; as to 
what Chriſt is, and as to what .Chriſt hath, we 
ſpake the laſt day, and ſhall now proceed unto 
the third parcicular propoſed to be conſidered. 
3. And that is, what feſus Chriſt will do, aud 
is 4 doing for the. believing Soul that may be a 
ground of comfort and joy to him in all his heart 
ſadaening conditions and tribulations in this world. 
And firft, Feſus Chriſt appears as an Advocate 
in Heaven at the right band of God for all belie- 
vers, anſwering and filencing .all accuſations and 
charges brought in againſt them, whereby ihey are 
continued in that juſtified prace ſtate, that in their 
firſt commyg over to God they were ſtated in, There 
are many failings and provocations in a Chriſti- 
ans way andwalking with God. The remains of 
ſin that yer abide inthem, they will be riſing 
up and putting forth into rhe life and life-atts of 
a Chriſtian. Bur Jeſus Chriſt as his Advocate in 
Hearen cver ſtands vp beforc God to ſee the 
| peace ' 
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peace of a Chriſtians ſtate kept : Satan thar old 
accuſer of the Brethren, he is daily obſerving a 
Chriſtians walking and viewing a Chriſtians 
ſteps, to ſee if he can gather up any thing in his 
life tro improve it and carry it untq God againſt 
bim ard believe it friends,he won't better your 
caſe as he repreſents it unto God, he wor'c lef- 
ſen your faulc, but he will greaten ir, and make ir 
worſe than it is; he is called 1 Per. 5. 8. The 
adverſary of believers. The word that we tran- 
ſlate adverſary, ſome read it a Court adverſa- 
ry, one that puts in ſomething againſt you 
in the Court of, Heaven , but I would ra- 
ther read the word thus , one that wilt 
charge beyond truth, one that will go beyond 
the bounds of truth in the charges and accu- 
ſations rhat he brings in, for the word in the 
Original does import ſo much one that aQts 
againſt all rules 'of juſtice in the plea's thar 
he fhall put in, or the charges thac he ſhall 
deliver againft a Chriſtians ſtate in the Court of 
Heayen, Kev. 12, 10, heis there called rhe Ac- 
caſer of the Brethren, which accuſed rhem be- 
fore. God day and nighr, ke is the old' Accufer 
and Traducer of the Saints at che Bar of Gods 
juſtice. Now Jeſus Chriſt he alwaies ſtands up 
at the right hand of God, there to appear as an 
Advocate on the believers account,ſfuing out on: 
the account of his blood, new pardons for their 
renewed tranſgreflions, or the continuance of 
juſtification and of pardons upon their ſtare, fo 
as nothing may be heard in the Court of Hea- 
ven againſt them; Jefus Chriſt ſtands up to ſee 
that a Chriſtians peace with God: be not viola- 
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ted, and therefore he removes in as faſt as it 
appears, and he anſwers the accuſation as ſoon 
as it is made, and he filenceth the adverſary as 
ſoon as he comes, Rom. 8. 34. Who ( faies the 
Apoſtle ) ſhall condemn? It is Chriſt that died, 
ea rather, that is riſen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for 
»s; If fin appears, he will remove it, and if Sa- 
can ſtep in, he will hlence him, he is there upon 
this account, as an Advocate, or as an Attorney 
to anſwer for you, whenever your name is cal- 
led in Queſtion; and therefore ſaics the Apoſtle, 
2 fohn 2. 1. My little Children, theſe things 
write 1 wito you, that you ſin not, and if any man 
fin, we have an advocate with the _— _ 
Chriſt the righteous ; as ſoon as ever 'an oftence 
1s committed, Chriſt ſteps up, and he pleads 
your caſe, and he urges the value of his blood 
that was ſhed for the remiſſion of ſins, that 
your peace with God, into which you were 
brought in your firſt coming over to him, may 
be maintained ; Now Chriſtians do but conſider 
this, and you will find that it is a ground of 
Joy and comfort in your preſent ſtate. It may 
be your outward peace is broken in upon ; you 
bave enemies that have diſturbed you. as to 
your outward comforts, and as to your out- 
ward Joy and ſettlement, you have thoſe that 
bave incenſed it, may be your intimate friends 
againſt you, that now they ſtand aloof fromyou, 
well chough it be ſo,yet your peace with God, 
thar abides, and Jeſus Chriſt as your Advocate 
continues you in your juſtified ſtate before: God, 
let the Devil do his utmoſt, he ſhall never _ 
| CENie 
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cenſe God againft a believer, beeauſe Jeſus 
Chriſt is an Advocate alwaies at his right hand, 
ſpeaking for him, let him tell never ſuch ftories 
of a Chriſtians carriage and converſation unto. 
the Lord, yet he ſhall never incenſe God againft 
him. You know that he did his utmoſt ro in- 
cenſe God againſt Fob, he told the Lord fair ſto- 
ries of him, that rhere was no truth, no fince: i- 
ty in kim, and that be ſerved him bur for the 
comforts of his ſtare, and for the outward ad- 
vantages that he did enjoy, bur Jeſus Chrift he 
ſaw the peace of ob kept, he was his Advocate 
then ſo early, and he mainrained ob in the love 
and favour of God, and thus will he do for all 
believers, be will ſilence all accufations, and re- 
moye att objeCions, and he will continue yau 
in your peace ſlate. with God; the vertue.of 
Chrifts death is a continued vertue, it is alwaies' 
mfluential upon the heart of God for a Chriſti- 
an, the blood. of Feſus is faid to be a pleading 
blood, Heb, 32.24. And to feſus rhe Mediator 
of the ew Covenant, and to the blood of ſprizk- 
ling, that ſpraketh better things then the blood of 
Abel ; It is a pleading blood, and it faies, Father, 
Remember the merics of the Sacrifice of my 
death, remember che farisfaftion that thou haſt. 
received, and do thor. continue to tove, and con- 
tinue; to bleſs, and continue to delight in, and to 
acknowledge theſt poor ones, though they fail, 
and though they provoke thee. The believer it 
may be. is-ſo aſhamed of himſelf upon an 0+ 
vercome, that he hath nor one. word to fay'for 
himfelf, he can give no reaſon why a decree of 
juſtice ſhould not come out againſt him, but the 
blood 
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blood of Jeſus, that is alwaies ſpeaking,and alwaies 
interceeding , whereby we are kept in that 
juſtified peace-ſtare with God, that in our firſt 
coming over to God we are ſtated in'; and this may 
fatisfie the Chriſtian under all the diſquiets, troubles, 
rurmoils and unſettlements that he meets withal in 

this world. | | 4 
Secondly, Feſus Chriſt is a pow:rful Interceſſor 
in Heaven, daily urging the merits of his Death, and 
zmproving the Intereſt that he hath- with God for the 
compleating of the work begun in the hearts of Be- 
lievers, whereby they are growing up to perfe10n, 
Jeſus Chriſt is not only an Advocate with the'Fa- 
ther, filencing and anſwering all accuſations and 
Charges, and ſomaintaining of the Believer in his 
juſtihed Peace-{tate with God, but as a lively ant 
living Interceſſor,; 'he is alwaies urging the mefits 
of his Death, and improving the 'litereſt that he 
hath with God, for the compleating 'of the good 
work of his Grace'that is.begun.' Jeſis'Chriſt hath' 
not only a Fountain: of all Graceforiyour conſtant 
ſupply, but he acts the part of 'an Threrceſtor;-and' 
improves the merits of his Death for the managing 
of the work of Grace that is begun in your Souls. 
'This you have, Heb. 9. 24. Jeſus Chriſt zr gone in- 
' to Heaven to appear m'the preſence of God for' ws: 
And he 1s not there to appear only as an Advocate 
or an Attorney, but he is there as\a mighty Inter- 
ceſſor pleading with God in the ſtrength of the me- 
rits of his own Death, improving all his Intereſt 
with the Father for you, Rev. 5. 6. In the midſt of 
the Elders ſtood a Lamb as it had been ſlain, having 
ſeven Horns, &c. This Lamb 1s Chrift. Now Chrift 
Jeſus he 1s in Heaven, advanced upon a Throne 
E for 
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for you : He is in the midſt of the Throne near unto 
. his Father; and how doth he fit ? or how doth he 
appear ?. Why, ſays he, he appears as 4 Lamb as 
it had been ſlain; that is, Chriſt he bears the marks 
of his Death before his: Father upon the Throne ; 
he is-there ro make a freſh commemoration of his 
ſufferings, preſenting his' bloody death, and his 
blaody Sacrifice before his Father. As Jeſus Chriſt 
after he was rifen, ſaid unto Thomas, Come, ſays he, 
behold my wounds, and fee the print of the Nails in 
my hands, and in my feet. So Jeſus Chriſt ſaies- as 
it were to his Father: Father, behold theſe 
wounds ! behold how I was'pierced + behold how 
I was wounded for theſe people ! and, as one ſays, 
ſo many wounds, ſo many Cries. Every wound 
hath a crying mouth that 5s daily pleading with 
God for the Believer. Jeſus alwaies ftands- as a 
Lamb'as'it- were {lain, urging his death, urging 
his agoby, urging the greatneſs of his ſufferings, 
when juſtice had him under the teſh, when he 
trode the Wine-preſs of his Fathers wrath alone, 
and he'is urging the value of his death for the 
ſucceeding of the work af grace begun, for the 
encreaſing of ſtrength, for the carrying on of 
yourSouls.unto perfeCtion,JetusChriſt Tives'vpon 
the Throne; carrying on this work, and for this 
great end, he conſiders the Chriſtians ſtate in all 
his dangers, and inal} his weakneſs, and under 
all his wants; and he is improving his d edth for 
more grace, and for an iacreaſe of ſpiritual bleſ- 
fings, he knows your dangers by reaſon of your 
remprations in the world, and he is prayihg for 
Fyou there, and improving his intereſt with his 
Father 6n thar accovnr, _ 17. 15. 1 pray net 
that 
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that thou ſhonldeſt zake them out of the world, but 
that thou ſkouldeſt keep them from the evil z O Fa- 
ther ſajes he, they cannot ſtand againſt the 
temptations of rhe world, in their trades and 
concerns in the world, not alone, let thy grace. 
| be ſufficient, and let thy ſtrength be ſufficient to 
ſecure them in their dangers, he ſees that your 
grace is yet but ſmall, and will hardly. ſtand 
againſt a ſmall encounter , and therefore he 
prays that it may be encreaſed, as Luke 22.31, 
32, I bave prayed for thee that thy ſaith fail not : 
as if he had faid F know that thy grace will be 
ſorely tryed, and will meer with-great oppoſiti- 
on, but I have prayed that it may not feil, he 
pleads with the Father for a more plentiful ef- 
fuſion of the Spirit upon the hearts of his peo- 
ple, 7obn 14 16, 17. And 1 will pray the Father, 
and he ſhall g.v: you another Comforter, that be 
may. abide with you ſor ever, even the Spirit of 
Truth, &c. And when Jeſus Chriſt does pray 
for the Spirit, he prays that he may come in the 
royalties of his office into your hearts, bringing 
in the fruits of grace, pf peace, and of joy,and 
of ſpirituaF comfort. And thus he in Heaven 
looks: after the work that is begun, and opon 
thar account he is cafled not only the Aut hor but 
the Finiſher of our Faith, Heb. Tz. 2, The inter« 
ceſlory work of Chriſt is not only ac pour firft 
coming over to God, to give you favour with 
God,6r peace with God but it is a continued att |} 
over your whole ftare, till you come in glory, ©: 
Heb. 7. 25. He is able to ſave tothe mitermoſt, or | 
to carry on falvation-work, till he hath com. © 
pleated it; Why ? becauſe be ever loveth e&® © 
make | 
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make interceſſion for us; Jeſus Chriſt by his in- 
terceſſton does deliver out of one ſtreight to 
day, and he will continue in the ſame work, and 
if a new ſtreight does appear to morrow, he 
will aid through thar alſo, and he will go on ſo, 
uncil he hath ſetled thy Soul in a compleat fal- 
vation ſtare. Jeſus Chriſt does daily exhibit; and 
urge, and preſent the merits of bis deatb, for 
the carrying on, and managing of the work that 
he h th begun. And here take notice by the 
way, that when we ſay Jeſus Chrift continueth 
to interceed 4z you muft know, 'that he doth not 
Interceed in a way of free Grace,as we do at the 
throne of Grace, he doth not interceed in a pre- 
carious way, as believers do, but he interceeds 
in the merit of his own ſufferings, his in- 
terceeding is an authoritative act , he doth 
not only pray the Father for Grace , and 
for acceptance for us, but he urges the Fatber 
upon the account of the infinite price of his 
own ſufferings that he gave him in, and fo does 
In an authoritative way chaſtenge and demand 
the bleflings of his purchaſe, or of bis death 
for the believer, he demands of bis Father the 
Grace that he pleads for, and he in his interceed- 
ing att, does will it into. the Souls of his Peo- 
ple, / will Father,ſaies he, that thoſe that thou beſt 
given me, be with me, where 1 am; and God the 
Eder dors alwaies hear his Son, he never de- 
nies his Son any Petition that he offers to himy 


j v0 £1,42. And | knew, ſaics he, that thou 


eareſt me alwaics, and Pſad. a. 8. Ark of me, 
wad 1 will grve thee the heathen for thine inheri- 
rence;faies theFather,asK antyoutſh.l! have;ſo as 
ES: Chrifts 
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Chriſts interceſſion is a prevailing interceſſion, it 


is a powerful intercefſion,it is alwaies a ſpeeding 
interceſſion;now Chriſtians, do but conſider what 
a ground of joy and comforr this is for you In 
your preſent low condition, Ir may be thou haſt 
met withmany lofles in thy outward eſtate, it may 
be thou haſt mer with many breakings there, & 
empotyingsthere,thar thy outward comforts they 
are many of them gone,6c thou ſeelit others very 
uncertain ; ay,but here is Jeſus Chriſt, he is inter- 
ceeding with the Father for more Grace, for 
more ſpiritual *bleſfings, ſo as though thou art 
poor in temporaſls, thou art orowing rich in 
ſpirituals ; though thou haſt bur a little of the 
Creature, yet thou haſt Grace that is thriving in 
thy hearr, rhat-Chriſt will ſee ſhall be alwaies 
encrealing & growing;be not diſcouraged there- 
fore though thou haſt but a littleGrace,& bur a 
little ſtrength ; who knows how much Grace 


the prayer of Chriſt may bring into thy heart, 


Chriſtian ; who knows how much ſtrength the 
prayer of Chriſt may bring in upon thy weak 


condition to cloath thee wich, be nor therefore - 


difcouraged, though thou ſee thy Bottle empty, 
and thy oatward ſtore growing low, ſeeing 
Jeſus Chrilt 1s carrying on the work of Grace 
in thy Soul, and enriching of thee with the 
high ard ſacred bleſſings of Heaven ; verily 
Sirs, if any of you had a Friend at Court, thac 
did alwaies fit at the right hand of the King, 


and that had his ear, and a grant of all his Pe-_ ; 


titions that he made to him, and if you knew 
thac he would be alwales moving the King on 
your behalf, and pleading with him for ſome 
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.ew favours, and new advantages, and places of 

ruſt and dignity, and the like, how would your 
hearts riſe in the remembrance thereof, and 
you would promiſe your ſelves great things in a 
little while, Why, JeſusChriſt he is your friend in the 
Court of Heaven, that hath alwaies the Ear of God; 
and verily it is nota vain notion; he 1s alwates in- 
terceeding with the Father on your behalf,pleading 
for ſome new bleſſings, for ſome further difcoyeries 
of his love,and manifeſtations of his favour for thy 
further proficiency in grace, that thou mayeſt be. 
carried on unto perfe&tion. Jeſus Chriſt is alwaies 
pleading this with his Father ; fo as though you be 
very low as to your outward condition, yet you 
may rejoyce that your ſpiritual comforts they are 
alwaies thriving ; they are growing comforts; and 
your ſtrength -.in grace is alwaies an encrea{1ng 
ſtrength; Chriſt prays for ir, and makes it fo by 
his daily Intercefſion. | 

Thirdly, Feſus Chriſt perfumes all your Spiritual 
Offerings; and preſents them unto God as grateful and 
acceptable, through whem they ahwaies remain as 
a ſwee: memorial in his preſeuce, notwithſtanding the 
weakneſs and imperfection of thews as they come from 
71S. 

My Brethren, the liquor of our ſpiritual ſervices 
hath a tang of the Vellel through which they 
paſs; there 1s an ill favour in all our duries as 
they come from us ; rhere is a great deal of (in, 
a great deal of fclf, a great deal of corrup- 
rion that doth mingle with them , and- doth 
defile them, and give them an ill ſavour, Bart now 
Jeſus Chriſt he alwaies ſtands between God and us, 
and receives our Offerings, and refines them, and 
purifies them, and clean{eth chem, and perfumerh 
: E 3 them 
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them, and ſo makes them a ſweet odour, and then 
offers them up unto God; and hence comes our 
Prayers to be prevalent ; hence come they ro be 
heard, and to have returns "of Grace made unto 
them. It was Jeſus Chriſt that made Noals Sa- 
crifice ſo ſweet and 'odoriferous, Gen. 8. 20,21, 
And Noah builded an Altar unto the Lord, and he 
t00k of every clean Beaſt, and of every clean Fowl, 
and offered burnt Offerings on the Altar ; and the 
Lord {melled a ſweet (awour, $&c. Chrift Jeſus was 
m his Sacrifice, and that made it pleaſant, and 
fweet, and fragrant before the Lord. This was 
typed out w Old by the High Prieftz bearing 
the iniquities of the holy things of God's People 
away, Exod. 28. g0, 37, 38. He ſhall bear their 
iquities, that is, he ſhall bear them away; he ſhall 
receive the iniquities of their holy things, and 
ſhall bear them away , whereby all ſhall 
be hallowed ; and this ſhall be, ſays he, - upon his 
forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord; 
or that they may be for an acceptableneſs before 
the Lord : Why, Jeſus Chriſt is the Goſpel of this 
type; he told his Church of old, that there muſt 
be a Prieſt and an Intercefſor for the fins of their 
holy things ; now Jeſus Chriſt is this Prieſt that 
takes the iniquity of our holy things away ; and fo 
he preſents our ſpiritual offerings unto God refined 
and purified, that no droſs, that no matter of fin 
may be found in them when they are preſented be- 
fore God, Cant. 3. 6. Here the Church of God is 
ſpoken of, as coming out of a dry barren wilder- 
ne[s condition ; now ſhe comes like pillars of ſmoke, 
ſhe comes praying, ſhe comes pleading with God ; 
now her prayers are /ike pillars of ſmoke, that is, ſay 
ſome, to ſet forth the darkneſs, to ſet forth the cor- 


ruption 
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ruption or weakneſs of them :. Our prayers, as they 
come from us, are more ſmoke chan fire ; they are 
| more f1n thari grace ; there. is a great deal of cor- 
ruption upon them that does dehile them, and that 
does beſmear them,they go up like p:llars of ſmoke, 
but they are perfumed with Myrrbe and Frankin- 
cenſe, and with all Powders of the Merchant ; that 
is, Jeſus Chriſt he ſweetens them, he ſcents them, 
and makes them offerings of a ſweet ſmelling fa- 
vour, as any thing 1 perfumed by ſweer Spi- 
ces, os odoriferous Powders that are mixed with 
them : Or, Who u this that cometh out. of the wil- 
derneſs like pillars of ſmoke; that is, fay ſome others, 
like the ſmoke of Incenſe; the Prayers of God's 
People they do aſcend like the ſmoke of {ncenſe ; 
Jeſus Chriſt he perfumes them with thus Incenſe,and 
ſo they go up through Jeſus Chriſt as the ſmoke of 
Incenſe of old went up to Heaven ; and this per- 
fumes them, as that which is perfumed by Frankin- 
cenfe and by Myrrhe, and by ſweet Powders, and 
the like: Ir comes all to one reckoning in which 
ſenſe ſoever we take it. * I: ſers forth thus much ro 
us, that howſoever ſpotted, and howſoever defiled, 
and howſoever tainted our duties are as they come 
from us, Jeſus Chriſt makes them ſweet and ſavou- 
ry, and pleafant unto his Father, and preſents them 
as 2 ſweet memorial unto him, 1/a. 56.7. Even them 

. will T bring to my holy Mountam, and I will make 
them joyful m my houſe of prayer ; their burnt Of- 
ferings and Sacrifices ſhall be accepted upon nine Al- 
tar, &c. Why, the Believer comes and brings his 
poor Petitions, but they are not fit for the great 
it God to read over, to conſider, ner to look upon. ; 
' bur Jeſus Chriſt he examines them, and he mends 
3 E 4 the 
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the Petitions, and draws them up kit to be preſent» 
ed to his Father, and delivers them with. his own 
hand, and then they come to be accepted. You 
are \ ſays God unto his Church of old, « Kingdom 
of Prieſts unto me, and an holy Nation, Exod. 19. 6. 
Now this 1s applied unto the Church mn New- 
Teitament daics, 1 Per, 2.5. And in wv. 9. Nt are 
a choſen Generatihn, a Royal Prieſthood, an holy Na- 
tion, a peculiar People : Ye are made a holy Prieſt- 
hood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices. Ay, but will 
| they be accepred 2 yes, through Jeſus Chriſt,accep- 
table to God by Chriſt Jeſus. And Rev. 1.6.He hath - 
made us Kings and Prieſts unto God the Father; that 
is, to ofler. up ſpiritual Sacrifices ; bur this il not 
do alone; Jeſus Chriſt he ftands to receive every 
Offering, and it paſſes through his refining and 
cleanſing hand, and his pertumang Incenlſe,, and ſo 
it comes unto God, and then 't1s a valuable Sacri- 
fice ; then ris a pleaſint and delightful Sacrifice ; 

he puts it into his golden. Cenſure, and offers it up 
to his Father, as Kev, 8. 9. Here ts the great My- 
ſtery of the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt held. forth 
to you, in reference to your ſpiritual Oblations; 
he had a golden Cenſer, and there was given him 


much Incenſe; he hath enough for all your prayers; |} 


there was, given hjm much Incenſe, that he ſhould: 
offer it with the prayers 0 all Saints ; ſowe read it; 
but it might alſo be read, That he ſhould add it 
unto the prayers of all Saiwrs ; ; loas our prayers are 
not weighty as they come from us, nor acceptable, 
bur they have the Incenſe of Chriſt Jeſus added to 
them, and then they are weighty, and then they 
are acceptable, and from hence God the Father 
eames to be delighted 1 in the ſupplications of his 
| ſervants, 
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ſervants. Now by the way Chriſtians, , I. beſeech 
you, take in this notion into your faith,z 16.15 ge- 
nerally received and -belzeyed, that we mult reſt 
upon the ſatisfaQtjon of ;Chriſt Jeſus for the accep- 
tance of our perſons ; let-me tell you, that you muſt 
alſo act Faith upon Jeſus Chriſt as an Interceſlor, 
and reſt upqn the: Merit of his Incenle, . and, of. his 
Mediation, for all your ſpeedings in your approaches 
unto:God... As you muſt act Faith upon the Merits 


E 


of Chriſt Jeſus for: the acceptance of your perſons ; 


ſo you muſt a&t Faith upon the Merits: of Chriſt's 


Death, and of Chriſt's Life now in Heaven for the 
acceptance of all your ſpiritual performances with 
God. And here, my Brethren, you have: atother 
ground of Joy and: Cpmtforr in your low - eſtate 
here : Suppoſe that you be. tolifd to and feo by ma- 
ny tempeſts; ſuppoſe that you were ſorgly. broken 
in upon by breaches of providence; ſuppoſe that 
you have loſt many dear friends that. you did uſe to 
conſult withal, and to. go tg for ailiſtance, why,yer 
you have Jeſus Chriſt keeping your way clear unto 
the Father, and he it is that- gives you; a conſtant 
boldneſs with him; Bring all your Petitions ; ask 
what you willin the Name of Chriſt Jeſus, and it 
ſhall be granted to you : Chriſt ſtar.ds ready to re- 
ceive your. Petitions, and to mend whatſoever 1s 
amiſs in them, and to preſent them in his. own dreſs 
unto his Father, that they may be accepted ; and 
in and through Chriſt you have a liberty and bold- 
neſs with God; Let us come boldly,faics the Apoſtle, 
anto the T hrone of Grace, Heb. 4.. ult, Ana in Heb. 
1 0.19.. Having therefore Bret hren boldneſs to enter 
into the Holieſt by the Blood of Feſus. Jeſus Chriſt 
will not throw out a Petition becauſe it was no bet- 
ter 
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er. worded: Jelvs Chrift will not throw back x 
Prayer, becauſe the Spirit was no more compoſed 
ond ordered in it: Jefas Chriſt will not throw back 
a dury, becauſe he ſees a little unbelief in it, or 
fomething of ſelf in it, or ſomething that is diſ- 
pleafing ro his Father in it, but, he takes our 
whatſoever is diſpleafing, and he adds his own 
incenſe to it, and carries it unto his Father, and 
delivers it an acceptable offering unto bim. 
And on this ground you may joy and rejoyce 
in the Lord Jeſus, whatſoever your condition in 
this world 1s. Y 
4 7eſus Chriſt doth in wiſdom dire, and with 
lave and grace influence all the loſſes, crofſ:s, and 
afflitizons of your Chriftian ftate, whereby they 
are all made to further your ſpiritual intereſt, 
and be ſubſervient unto your great ſoul advan- 
rage. | 
It is the lot and portion of Gods People to 
be often afflifted, ro be fore broken, as in the 
place of Dragons,and they are many times emp- 
tied from Veſſel to Veſſel, but there is infinite 
wiſdom,( Chriſtian ) infinite reconciled wiſdom, 
that- doth order all the motions of providence 
in all rhe changes of thy condition ; Jeſus Chrift 
he bath hold of every providence, and he di- 
xefts it in wiſdom,and inflaences it with love and. 
ce, that ſo it muſt do thee good, it cannot 
e unto thy harm or prejudice, in Eph. x. 22. 
And hath put all things anger his feet, and gave 
him to be the bead over all things unto the Church. 
Chriſts providential Kingdom is ſubordinate un- 
to his ſpiritual Kingdom, unto which thou doeſt 


belong, and by his grace and wiſdom he _—_ 
a 
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all, and in merey doth manage all for thy ad- 
vantage, Pſal. 34. 15. The Eyes of the Lord are 
upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 


ory: The Lord Jeſus is ever viewing of a Chri- 


ftians ſtate, in his goings our, and in his comings 
in, in his lyings down, and in his riſings up: he. 
1s ever viewhg a Chriſtians condition, and wif- 
dom dorh direCt all for the beſt, ir is ſaid there- 
fore, Ezekiel 1. 18. and it is an obſervable Scrip- 
rure, as for their rings they were ſo bigh, that they 
were dreadful, and their rings were full of Eyes, 
round about them four, The Prophet is here ſpea- 
king of the great myſtery of providence, ſome. 
times ſaies he, Gods providences are very deep; 
they are very tremendous and dreadful; but be 
ſo; rhe r-ngs of the wheels of providence 
they are alwaies full of Eyes,faies he, round a- 
bout them four,they are full of Eyes,[ Eyes Jnote, 
wiſdom,direCting,guiding,influencing, aud mana- 
ging. Now faies he,the rings of the wheels that 
move in every ſtate 6 conditionare alwaies full 
of Eyes,there is not only an Eye one way, buc 
there is anEye rhar looks every way.The wheels 
of providence they are full of Eye: ; there are 
many Eyes, Jeſus Chrift does obſerve, and he 

looks narrowly, and in his infivite wiſdom he 
doth direct for the beſt ; there are Eyes in the 
wheels. Things do not caſually come upon you, 
things do not come upon you by chance, but 

there is the wheel, that is full of Eyes, that 

doth move (Chriſtian) in all your troubles, 

and in all your loſſes, and in all your crofles, and 

by tbe Eve of God that is upon your condition, 
that ſer the wheel a going, doth be obſerve = 
take 
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cake notice what is beſt for you, when it is ſeaſo. 
nable to make a breach, and then a breach ſhall 
be made, when *tis ſeaſonable to take away a 
comfort, then a comfort ſhall be taken away, 
when *cis ſeaſonable to let a temptation Jooſe, 
 thena temptation ſhall come, when *cis ſeaſona- 
ble to put you upon a tryal, then the tryal ſhall 
appear : The rings are full of Eyes. There is wiſ- 
dom that doth: dire&t the providences of a 
Chriſtians ſtate, therefore you have it,1 Pez.1.6, 
I pray mark this Scripture - sf need be ye are in 
heavineſs through manifold temptations ; the Eyes. 
cf the wheels obſerve when ?*tis needful to 
come in with a change of providence, when *tis 
needful to let looſe Satan upon you, when *cis 
needful to bring a croſs into your condition, 
when *cis needful to bring an affliction npon you, 
to lay a wound upon your bodies,or a weight up- 
on your Spirits, if need be, ye are in heavineſs 
through manifold temptations,fo as the temptati- 
on don't come till you have need of it: God fees 
when'tis time to bind, &when *cis time to looſen, 
when 'tis time to enlarge, and when 'cis time to 
ffraiten, when *cis time to give, and when *tis 
time to take, and if need be *tis thus and thus 
v7ich you; and as the Lord ſees for the oyer-ru- 
ling 1a matters of affliction, ſo alſo for the com- 
ings in of comfort, therefore ſajes the Apoſtle, 
Heb. 4. 16. Let us th:refore come boldly to the 
Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find Grace to help inthe time of need ; when God 
ſeeth that you need more ſtrength, and more 
grace, you ſhall have it, when God ſees that you 
need more comfort, and more peace, you ſhaly 


have 
_ (4 
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have it, ſo as wiſdom does direct all, and love 
and grace does influence all the croffes, and all 


the loſſes of a Chriſtians ſtate, fo as rhey ſhall 
work for his. good and advantage; fo Heb. 12. 


5, 6, 7, 8. Whom the Lord loveth, he chaſteneth, 
aud ſconrgeth every Son whom he receivgth : Now 
ſee the deſign of God inall affliftions, the Ue- 
ſign that Jove and grace is managing and carry- 
ing on, through the influence that it hath upon 
afflictive difpenſations, v. 10. 11. For they veri- 
ty, for a few daies chaſtened ns after their own pleas 
are,but he for our profit that we might be partakers 
of his holineſs, &c. He fans you thar he mighr fan 
away your chaff,he puts you into the furnace to 
refine you from your droſs, and make you more 
pure Gold, he is carrying on a deſign of grace 
and holineſs by all the emptying providences 
that - he brings upon-your ſtate, and by all the 
changes that he makes in your condition, {ſaiah 
27. 8.9, [n meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, thou 
wilt debate with it : By this ſhall the iniquity of 
Jacob be parged, and this is all the fruit to take a- 
wa) fin. And Ezekiel 20, 37. And [ will cauſe you 
to paſs under the rod, and 1 will bring yo# into the 
bonds of the C ovenant, they were Gods Covenant 
People already, therefore he means,] will bring 
you more into the Coveriant, I will bring you'to 
walk clofer up to the Covenant of my Grace; 
the Apoſtle under this conſideration tells us, 
1 Pet. 1.7. That the tryal of your faith being miith 
more Precious then that of Gold that periſheth, 
though it be rryed with fire, might be found unto 


_ praiſe and honoar, and glory at the appearing of 


J 


Feſas Chriſt, This is' from the blefled deſign 
that ChriſtJeſus is managing by all your aflljti- 
| ons, 
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' ons, in wiſdom direfting of them, and in love 
and grace influencing of them ; hence the Apo- 
tle Zames faies, 7 ames 1. 2. My Brethren, laies 
he,count it all joy when you fall imo divers tempt a- 
tions, Why, how is it poſſible for a Chriſt ſa to 
do? Let him but conſider that infinice wiſdom 
reconciled, does direct che temptation, and love 
and grace do influence the remprtation, then be- 
hold he may count ic all joy when he falls into 
divers temptations, and 2 Cor. 4. 17. For our 
light affitt:on which is but ſor a moment, worketb 
for us a far more exceeding, and an eternal weight 
of glory; See how all the Joſſes, crofſes, trou- 
bles and temptations of a Chriſtians ſtate, are 
made ſubſervient unto his-main and ſpiritual in- 
rereſt, they help to perfect holineſs that is be- 
gun, to bring your hearts cloſer to God, to 
cauſe you to waſk more watchfully. to live 
more believingly,8& more dependingly,to carry 
it more humbly before the Lord : Now Chriſti- 
ans here is a further ground of rejoycing for 
you, whatever are theemptyings of thy itare, 
whatever are the lofles and the crofſes of thy 
preſent condition - why ſay,that wiſdom directs, 
and love, and grace influenceth alk for the beſt. 
If I be broken, it is for the-beſt that I ſhould 


be broken, if I be thus and thus afflicted ; - 


why, it is beſt for me to be thus afflicted. 
T am thus and thus reproached, I will 
be contenred, and I will be ſatisfied in the 
will of God, it is beſt for me to be chus reproa- 
ched. I am thus and thus.rempred, Fom thas 
and thus unſetled, thus and thus burried; well, 
God fees it beſt for me to be thus; this is = 
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beſt condition, and this is the beſt providence, 


. this is the beſt diſpenfation for me ; God ſees 


that it is ſo, for wiſdom that doth direct, and 
love and grace that doth alwaies influence. 

5. Whatever are the failures of your ontward 
condition, Jeſus Chriſt doth alwaies keep the wells 
of Salvation open for you, which are alwaics full, 
whither you may come and have your fill. 

Creature Springs they ofcen times run low, 
bur promiſe ſtreams they are alwaics high,Crea»- 
ture Ciſterns, they are ofren empty and dry, 
but the promiſes thar are the wells of falvati- 
on, they are alwaies full. The leaves and the 
bloſſoms of your outward condition, they are 
often blaſted by the wind, and withered by the 
froſt, and they drop off, but the promiſes they 
alwaies keep their greenneſs, they alwaies keep 
their beauty, they alwaies retain theic falneſs : 
Chriſtians there is a fulneſs in the promiſes, thac 
you-can never draw out, if you ſhould ſpend alt 
your dajes upon a promiſe, you can never empey 
it ; the Saints that have gone before, have been 
ſpending one age after another upon the promi- 
ſes, and till chey are full ; and they are full with 
a ruaning over meaſure, now whatſoever is thy 
condition in this-world, if thou beeft a belie- 
ver, there is ſome promiſe of Grace that doth 
fute thy condition, whatſoever is thy temptacr- 
on, or thy tryal there is fome promiſe that doth 
offer relief; whatever is thy neceſlicy, there is 


* fome promiſe that ſtands ready wich mercy and 


grace, Now Jeſus Chriſt he ſtands at the head 
of every promiſe, and keeps the way clear, and 
the paſlage free for every believer, and — 
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fore Chitiſt'is called*the*yea, and the Amen of 
every promiſe, that is; they have theit-'certain- 
ty, and their ſtab)iry i In him, and from him; con- 
firmed by -him, and- are ' communicated from 
bim, Jeſus Chriſt is the Lord of every promiſe, 

and he will ſee / Chriſtian) that thou ſhalt no? 
be wronged of thy right, he will not ſuffer any 
to come and take away thy bleſfedneſs that lies 
there, now whatfoever thou wanteſt in' thy ont- 
ward: condition, : the promiſes areal waies full. 

whither- thou mayeſt go -for relief 5we read 
that the PAWiſtines did fill: up 1 the wells that A- 
brahams Servants had digged, Gen.26. 18. theſe 
wells 'of water, they were: ſtopped, Enemies 
could fill them up ; but my friends; *all the De- 
vils in Hell cannot fill op- one; wel] of Salvation, 

they cannor:rob a Chriftian!of 'one Goſpel pro- 
miſe, neither can they obſtruft his way'to'the 
promiſe, but Jeſus that-fits above, and''is at'the 
head of the promiſe, he alwates keeps the-way 

clear and open; now my*friends here is another 
ground of .re&joycing for you in Chriſt-Feſus, you 
look into/your eſtates, and you ſee tharou'are 
on 'the loſing hand daily; you look upon your 
outward condition, and you fee. that:;you- are 
gving down the wind: there,you look upon your 
outward comforts, and you ſee them fading,.and 
dying, and uncertain, and periſhing before your 
Eyes ; ay, \bur-your choyceſt- bleſſings that Jye 
in the promiſes, thefe are mno- uncertainty, and 
though you. have nor a friend: upon earth; to-go * 
unto, and-though yon have_—not a fulneſs. upon 

earth toigo-to, : yet you have. a :fulnefs: inthe 


—_kg (Chriſtian) that you. may:go''to; there 
is 


Oni : 
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s a fulnefs of mercy, andia- fulneſs of :grace ini 
the promife,. whicher you may go.” Thoſe thar 
have raken away your outward comforts, ,they 

cannot take. away your comfort in the: promiſe, 
neither can they'ftop up your” Wells of Sa]vation; 
ſays David, Pſal. 119. 50.:-Thbi 'is my comfort.in 

my affliction; for thy: Word buth-quickened me:” "Te 
word of 'Promiſe-that came-to: my: Soul with life, 
and that was as life from the: dead unto me, whhn 

{was in a low; .and in an afflicted Rate; wheni'Þ was 
forely: tryed, ard broken in'\upon; why, confider 
Chriſtians. thenz\:that you have''a ground+of re- 

joycing in Chriſt Jeſus; thav hes the 7eaand the 

Amen of every:Promiſe, that can never fail: and he 
ſecures theGrice:of every Pidtmiſe for.you; and'rhe 
Comfort, andi the Light, and zhe;Strengrh wrt 
Promiſe for-you. You may! therefare,” thaughyo 

are brought: low-in-your outward condiricngook'v up 
unto Chriſt Jeſus. and rejoycey 
' Sixthly, | Feſws. Chriſt bets ndahe 'a Eight voto 
the Belibier. in all: his 'darkrieſs,” and 'a Guidsiuaib 

him in the intricacies of 'his'2yay'unit0:1his Eathers 
houſe. We know not which way:to: go,, apr\how 
to:direct our ain Reps; Jefus Chriſt he is promiſed 

as.a Light,asa Light unto the world,and.thatis not 
all;bur ke is. aL:zghr unto his own. People m a:ſpecial 


. manner;.and-a.Guide unto rhem in all their: yaies; 


Luke 1. 79: To: grve light.'to'them that fit in-dark- 
w?ſs, and in the ſhadow of..death, to guide out feet in 
rhe/way of peace: Why. the Believer he wants 
counſel, and he wants;direftion,'and he wants: ads 
vice'from the -Lord, how to-ſteer :his courle.; :Jefus: | 
Chrift-he ſtands by him, and he adminiſters jt ; he' 
yu rhe. way ;\ he reveals. the. Myſteries :of the: 
F has. 
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Kingdom ; he inſtrufts the ignorant, and teaches 
thoſe that are fools / the great and. deep things of 
God, and therefore-the promiſe is,” that 'the way- 
faring man, though & fool, ſhall not erre m-the way of 
peace, Iſa. 35. 8. He will guide them, and dirc& 
them, and inſtruct them by his counſel ar all times 
And becauſe Beheversigo m ,a wildered: way, that 
38 very hard to find, and dangerous, and hazardous; 
Tefus Chriſt therefore is fuch a' Guide," that takes 
the charge: of them, as a Commander/and Leader ; 
So the Promife runs, 1/a. 55. 4. Behold 1; have gri- 
"ven him for a VWitmeſs:to the People, a Leader  atid 
Commanier to the people ;; ſo as he' rakes the-charge 
of the Believer inthis wildered way; he guides him, 
and he directs him if his courſe, and he will ſee that 
he. ſhall by, ſafe ea Kerr houſe. _ 
Chriftzan, here 38/a further ground of rejoycin 

thee : You meet with ig troubles, 4 Saloon 
fortures, and diſcouragements, and diſappointments 
in your-eutward-condition'; but Jeſus Chriſt he will 
{ce thar. you ſhall not -be diſappointed: of Heaven, 
but he. 18:an-abidmg Light to you. anda. .conſtank 
Gwieto you ; and-he will fo lead" you, that.-you 
ſhall-not' ſtumble nor fall, nor perifty in'your way 
unta the Kingdom.  - EL op $11: ] hor 
...Seyenthly, - Feſus Chriſt maintgins' #he : Unich'bf 
the Bglrever with himſelf, from: whence ariſe un 
changeable relations of Grace, ' both: with the Belie+ 
ver and -bim, and'with the' Believer\ and the Fathers 
which are ahwaies pleadabls 'and improviable. © My: 
Brethren, Jeſus .Chriſt rakes! Believers'into a near 
_ arid intimate union with himſelf, and. makes 'theny 
| branchies'of: him-'who is as the ſtock: he. makes 
them as bone of his'bone, and as-fleſh of his fleſh > 

&£ FR | q : He 
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He -takes them into an union. that-he will never 
ſuffer to be broken. Iris an indiflolvible union; 
iT 1$-an jnſuperable ; it 1s an inſeparable union ; 
therefore ſays Chriſt Jeſus, Foh. 17. Thoſe that 
tbou haſt giuen me have I kept, and:;not one of them 
have I uf. Jeſus Chriſt never loſt a member ; Je-. 


" ſus Chriſt never loſt a limb; Jeſus Chriſt never loſt 


a trye ſubje&t ; Jeſus Chriſt never loſt a ſheep out 
of his fold; ſo as this near intimate union 1t 1s an 
indiflolvible union ; now from. this union. do ariſe 
everlaſting, unchangeable relations of Grace,, that 
are alwaies. pleadable and improveable, from: this, 
near and intimate union with the Lord:Jefas,, doth 
Chriſt ever abide your head, filled with ſtrength ta- 
animate-you, and to inflyence you ;, filled with wil- 
dom and knowledge to inſtruct you, and. inform 
you; filled withunderſtanding to guide you in-your 
way. [In this intimate umon/ you. are members of 
his body ; he will never ſuffer you to be caſt oft; 
ſo as you may. alwaies (Believer) ſtand in him,: and 
plead the advantages of a ſtanding in him, and of. 


an implantation and ingraftment into him, Jelys 


Chriſt in; this union is alwaies your: Husband, an 

you are alwaies his- Spouſe; and the advantages. 
of this relation aro alwaies enjoyable, and they are. 
alwaies. pleadable.;, I have betrothed thee _unto 


.me-in righteouſneſs and in judgment for ever, ſaith 


tbe Lord ; fo as I will never caſt thee oft; I will ne> 
ver give thee a Bill of Divorce ; I will be thy Huf- 
band for ever, and thou ſhalt be my Spoule far. 
ever.: The relation is alwaies pleadable. And: in; 
your near and intimate union with himſelf as you, 
ſtand in relations of grace to. him, ſo you ſtand, in 
relations of grace to the Father : You are. the. 

F 2 Adopted 
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Adopted Children of God; God the' Father of 
Chriſt 1s your Father, and he 1s alwaies your Fa- 
ther, and you are alwaies his Children ; nothing' 
can come between ; nothing can cauſe him to caſt 
you out, and difinherit you : having received you . 
into this firm, into this intimate union, you are 
Heirs ; being made one with Chriſt, you are Joynt- 
Heirs with Jeſus Chriſt, Heirs of God;once an Heir, 
and forever an Heir ; fo as ali the blefled things 
of the purchaſe of Chriſt Jeſus, and the whole Inhe- 
ritance of Chriſt Jeſus is before you ; *tis yours,and 
for you. And now Chriſtian, what a ground of 
rejoycing is here for you ? What though your out- 
ward comforts are coming and going? they are fa- 
ding and vaniſhing : It may be you have your: 
hands full of them to day, and to morrow they 
will be gone, and you ſhall ſee them no more for 
| ever; yet know,that you have an abiding ground of 
Joy in Chriſt Jeſus ; for he it is that maintains your 
union with himſelf ; he hath not only united you, 
but he keeps you in union, and he maintains all the: 
gracious relations of the union, both with him, and 
alſo with his Father ; fo as though you have not a 
Friend upon Earth, you may go and ſay, well, I 
have a Friend in Heavenz I have nota Father up- 
on Earth, ay, but TI havea Father in Heaven ; I 
have not a Husband upon Earth, ay, but I have a 
Husband in Heaven ; I have not a faithful Brother 
upon Earth, ay,but I have a {incere-hearted Brother 
in Heaven; the relations of Grace they hold, and 


then 


- Xx Eightly,In the eighth and laſt place, Feſws Chri(f 


# making glorious proviſions in Heaven, and will in 


due 
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ane time glorify all his prople with himſelf for ever, 
ſaies Chriſt Jeſus, /t is expedient for you that I go 


away, *tis for your good, it was for your good” 


thar I came, and it is for your good that I ſtaid 
ſo long, and it is for your good that now I go a- 


Way: For I go to prepare a place for you :. In my. 


Fathers Houle are many manſions, and I'go to 
make theſe manſions ready for you, I go to Hea- 
ven as your fore-runner. Conſider Jeſus as your 
fore-runner, that is entered in for you' before- 
hand, making Heaven ready, preparing the 
Crown and the Kingdom for you ; now though 
you be robbed of your earthly comforts, you 
cannot. be robbed of your Heavenly glory; you 
may be ſpoiled of your Treaſures here upon 
Earth, but yeu cannot be. cheated of your 
Treaſures i in Heaven ? Why, Jeſus Chriſtis there 
to ſecure it, and he hath ir in poſſeſſion, he is 
there as your fore-runner, he is there to make 
all. ready, / will Father, ſaies he, that thoſe 
that thou haſt grven me, be with me where 1 
am, and the glory that rhou haſt given to me, be 
beſtowed upon them, that they,may be one, as thou 
Father aud I are one. Now under all your vieiſſi- 
tudes, and changes, and emptyings, and ſpoy- 
lingsin this world, look up to Chriſt Jeſus, and 
ſee Heaven ſure in him, and ſee glory ſure in 
him, and ſee a Crown, and a Kingdom ſure in his 
hand , take comfort then Chriſtians in all your 
neceſſities here below in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and with the Prophet do you alwaies plory,and 

rejoyce in him, 
Ve All that ſhall ſuper-add,fhal] be only ina 
ſentence or two unto Sinners (for as t0 Saints 
F 3 how 
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how they ſhould come to improve Chrift Jeſus, 
and to live by faith upon him in all conditions, 
* T ſhall ſhew you afterward,if God gives the op- 
portunity; ) but here in a word let Sinners gon- 
fider how miſerable their ſtate and condition 1s? 
Why Sirs ; you have heard that there is an a- 
biding ground of joy in Chriſt Jeſus for the be-. 
liever, whatſoever his ſtate is ; But do you con- 
ſider that none of this belongs to you, all this 
comfort belongs to Saints, not to you; you have 
no part In it, there is an abiding ground of ter- 
rour, of ſorrow, and of bitterneſs that belongs 
to you, becauſe you are apart from Chriſt that 
hath ſuch a fulneſs of all joy in him for belie- 
vers. Take heed therefore how you content 
your ſelves in a Chriſtleſs ftate, and how you 
Hleſs your ſelves whileſt you are remote from 
Jeſus Chriſt, and without a part and intereſt in 
him ; thou art not under the blefling, but under 
the curſe; there is the flaming Sword that hangs 
over thy head,and there is the hand writing that 
is over thee upon the wall. Let then the Sinner 
cremble on the conſideration of his periſhing 
condition in which he is, out of Chriſt, And let 
It be an inviting'word to all of you who have 
not yet made your cloſe with Jeſus, that you 
enquire after him,that you earneftly purſue after 
Him;for your reſt and your peace, your comfort, 
and your bleſſednefs, it is all in him, and can 
.only be abtained by a cloſure with him. ; 
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SERMON IV. 


- "Habakkuk ; 8. 


Tet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will Foy 
inthe God of my Salvation, . 


Ws hi Propoſition that we are upon from the 


words is this. : 


Do#. That there is enough in Chriſt Jeſus as, 
Jone for the Souls full rejoycing and. tri- \ 
umph, whatſoever his condition be in this 
workl. | : 


Before I come to that which I furcher propo- 
ſed co conſider and ſpeak to, viz. how the be- 
liever ſhould be helped to live a life of faith 
upon Chrift Jeſus unto his ſpiritual joy and com- 
fort in all conditions ; I ſhall alictle inſiſt upon, 
and labour to clear to you the Souls intereſt in 
this Jeſus that bath ſuch abiding grounds of joy 
atall times in him ; ſaies the Prophet here in the 


text, Tet 7 will rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in 


the God of my ſalvation, I ſhall inſiſt upon the 

Pronoun { ,»-y ] and labour to clear the belie- 

vers ſtanding, that he may know his intereſt,and 

thar he is indeed united unto Chriſt Jeſus ; it is 

not*in Chriſt at large that a Perſon can glory 

in, but it is in Chriſt under, or in a peculiar Goſ- 
: F 4 pel 
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pel relation unto his Soul ; ir is not in Chriſt in 
genera], but in Chrif},that his Soul is intereſted 
In, that he can re)Joice in in all. conditions ; and 
this 1 ſuppoſe is an inquiry that all of you will 
be defirous ſhould be ſpoken to, v:z. 

2s,How the believer may know chat he hath 
an intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus ? That this glorious 
and bleſſed Jeſus, this full Jeſus is his Jeſus, his 
Saviour ? That he may be able to; ay with-the 
Prophet here ; Yet I will rejoice 4n the Lord, I 
will joy in the God of my ſalvation? | 

Anſ. In ſpeaking unto this inquiry, we ſhall 
— thiz method. 

. To premiſe ſeveral particulars to you by way 
of Sur 616. unto the reſolving of the inquiry, 

2. We ſhall 'ſbew you the grounds, and the occa- 
ſion of the darkneſs that is upon the Spirits of be- 
lievers, yenerally in and about their intereſt in 
| Chriſt. 

3.* We ſhall ſhew you what the believer ſhould do 
in'the interim, until be can have the 2 Ig of 
his intereſt clear. And then, 

4. Give you ſome diſcoveries how you may come 
to know whether you be indeed, and in truth inte- 
reſted, and ſtated in Chriſt Jeſus. 

I.. As to the premiſes. | 

I.;.In the firſt place you may conſider, that 
Chriſt is-enjoyable, and only enjoyable. upon an in- 
rereſt in, and Goſpel relation unto him. 

There are many that: comfort themſelves: in 
a general notion of Chrift, that he is a Saviour, 
and pleaſe themſelves well with the thoughts 
of it, but they will not find this relieving ano- 
ther day, It is ny _=_ Intereſt and tar 
|  raat 
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(that Chriſt is favingly.enjoyed, It | is. propriety 
-and.intereſt that'gives the Soul real ground of 
glory and reJoycing in Chriſt in: the worſt of 
conditions, And all the-ſaving benefits of Chriſt 
:they are diſpenſable,;and only diſpenſable upon 
a. Goſpel intereſt. ' A Soul can lay no'claim to a- 
ny.\thing that\Chrift bath ; I ſay he can lay no fa- 
yiog claim ;unto/any of the ſacred bleflings that 
Chriſt hath to :diſpenſe out, but upon a Goſpel 
intereſt 'in him, neither. can the thoughts of 
Chriſt be really comforting unto the Soul with- 
out:reſpe& unto this. relation that ye are ſpea- 
king of, er. 31,33, Bnt this ſhall be the Cove- 
want that I will make with the Houſe of Iſrael af- 
ter thoſe daies, ſaith the Lord, ' I will put my law 
3n their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, 
and will be their Gad, and they ſhall be my people, 
and ſo Zach, 13.9.1 will ſay it is my People, and 
they ſhall ſay the Lord is my God, here you ſee isa 
mutual - intereſt and: relation, the” Lord doth 
make' over himſelf unto his. people. And the 


Lords people they are owned in a near and intl- - 


mate relation withand unto the Lord ; now this 
becomes the ground. of the diſpenſing of all 

the ſaving benefits of Chriſt, and this becomes 
the ſolid, and the foundational ground of all the 
believers hopes and expectations from Chriſt. I 
fay this intereſt and relation,it is the ground and 
viſible foundation upon which the Grace of 
Chriſt ig diſpenſed, and the ſaving bleſſings of 


Chriſt are communicated. Do but ſee what in- 
_ tereſt and relation carries with it, Ezck, 16.8. 


And I entercd ito a Covenant with thee, ſaith 
the Lord, and thou becamef# mine, and then, ſaies 
OTB I no 1 TD he, 


4 "Of Rejoycing in the Lord 
he, waſhed I thee with water, yea, 'F thorowhy 
waſhed away thy blood! from thee, and anointed 
vhee with Ol, &c. And in Ezek. 34. IT, 12. 13, 
14, I5. For thus ſaith the Lord God, behold 1, e- 
wen I, will both ſearch my Sheep, and ſeck them 
out, as a Shepherd ſecketh ont his flock in rhe day, 
that he 1s amongſt the Sheep that are ſcattered, ſo 
will I ſeth out my Sheep, &c. You ſee here the 
Lord does manifeſt a ſignal care,and it 1s groun- 
ded upon intereſt, upon relation, They are »»y 
Sheep fairh the Lord, and therefore 7 will ſeek 
rhem #p,& therefore will I gather them, They are 
mySheep, 6: therfore will Ipreſerve them from 
Wolves. They are mySheep, &thereforeIwill feed 
them,andlead them into green paſtures,& by the 
Mill waters, and Zohn 17.9, 16, I pray for them, 
T pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
haſt gives me, for they are thine,” and all mine are 
thine, and thine are mine, &c, Ipray for them 
faies Chriſt, and I will ſee after them, whileft 
they are in the world, that they ſhall not be de- 
voured and deſtroyed there, and what 1s the 
ground of the prayer of Chriſt, and of the care 
of Chriſt 2? Why ; they are mine ſaies he : they 
were thine, Father,faies he, and thou haſt given 
them me, and now theyare mine, and they are 
thine ſtill, ſaies he, and therefore Father, look 
after them alſo ; and then intereſt and relation, 
It is theſolid ground of our great expectations 
_ fromthe Lotrd inall our goings to him, and dea- 
lings with him; / am thine, ſaies the Pſalmiſt, O 
fave me, and Iſa. 63. 8, 9. For*he ſaid, ſurely they 
are my pecple, Children that will nod lie, ſo: he be- 
Carne taeir Savienr; in all their affliftijons, he was 


afflicted, andthe Angel of his preſence ſaved them, 
| 1 
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in his love@& in, his pity be redeemed them Rc.And 
©, 18, We are thine; thou never beareft rule over 
thems, they. were not called by thy name. And Joel 


2. 17, 18. Let the Prieſts ſay, ſpare thy people 
| Lora, and grve not thy heritage to reproach, that 


the Heathen ſhould Yule over them;wherefore ſhould 
they ſay tothe People, where is their God? It is in- 


rereſt you ſee that they ground their expecta- 


tions from God. upon ; it is upon a Goſpel inte- 


reſtandrelation, that the Grace of .Chriſts ful- 


neſs, and the ſacred bleſſings and priviledges of 
all his offices, are given put and diſpenſed unto 


- Souls;and. without this intereſt and relation, the 


thoughts of Chriſt would not at all be comfor; 
ting hor relieving, but the Soul might think on 


Chriſt Jeſus, afid -be troubled, as you have it, 


Pſal. 77. 3.1 remembred God, and was troubled, I 
complained, and my Spirit was overwhelmed, And 
ſoa perſon remembring Chriſt Jeſus, and know- 
ing no intereſt-in.him, muſt needs be troubled 
to think that there is ſuch aSaviour,and he hath 
no intereſt in him; to think that there is ſuch a 
glorious fulneſs in him, and he hath no right to 


approach to that fulneſs, and to expect. from 


the all-ſufficiency of Chriſt Jeſus, the thoughts 
of this muſt needs trouble a poor . Creature. 
Thus all the bleffings of Chriſt Jeſus, and all 
communicable grace is diſpenſed upon an inte- 
reſt and relation, ſo as it is of great weight and 
importance for every one of you to conſider, 
whether you have an intereſt in Chriſt or no, 
for if you have no intereſt in him, you can have 
no ſolid ground of expectation from him. 
' 2, Abteliever that hath an intereſt in Cirift, 
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may yet be without the ſenſe of that Intereſt. 


Intereſt, and evidence of Intereſt do not alwaies 

o together ; but a Soul that is in Chriſt may be 
Pall of fears and doubts, and queſtionings of ſpirit 
. In ,and about its Intereſt. Intereſt is abſolutely, ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, but the ſenſe of Intereſt 1s not 
' fo. Senſeof Intereſt is indeed neceffary to our con- 
folation in Chriſt Jeſus, but fenſe of Intereſt is not 
abſolutely neceflary to our ſafe ſtate in Chriſt Jeſus ; 
but a Soul that ſtands ſure in Chriſt, may be in the 
dark in and abour his ſtanding. A* Soul that is 
under the everlaſting and unchangeable Love of 
Chriſt, may yet be in the dark in and about that 
Love that is glorified, and ſhall further be glorified 
upon him, and in him. I have thought ſometimes, 
that many a poor Believer is juſt as Hagar was 
when her Bottle was empty, and ſhe fare down 
weeping,that now ſhe muſt die. Why, ſhe need nor 
fear famiſhing, when there was a well of water 
near her, that ſhe and the Lad might drink their 
fill: Ay, but ſhe did not know this well of water 
to be ſo near her. So the Believer's ſtate is ſafe 


| and,good ; ay, but he does not know it. Jeſus Chriſt 


deals with his People as Foſeph did by his Bre- 
thren ; he fed them, and nouriſhed them, and com- 
forted them a great while, but would not diſcover 
himſelf to them, that be was Foſeph their Brother. 
A Believer that hath an Intereſt, may yet want the 
evidence of that Intereſt. | 
Thirdly, Evidence of Intereſt is attainable, and 
it is the will of God that Believers ſhould give all di- 
ligence to make it "char, It 1s poſſible thar a Soul 
may come to ſee his own ſtanding in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and know urito his full fatisfaCtion and rejoycing 
in 
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in all conditions, that he is intereſted in him. Many 
Scripture-Saints have delivered it to us upon record, 
that they did actain to an evidence of their Intereſt. 
The Spouſe in the Carr.did attain anevidence of her 
Intereſt,Cart. 2.16. My Beloved is mine, and I am 
bzs.Fob had a clear fight of his Intereſt, Fob 19.25. 
T know that my Redeemer lwveth, &c. David had 
his Intereſt cleared 'up to him ; The Lord is my 
Light and my Salvation, whom ſhall T fear ? Pſal. 
27. 1. Paul was aſſured of his Intereſt in Chrift, 
2 Cor. 5. 1,2." For we know that if our earthly 
houſe of this Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have©a 
building of God, an. houſe not made with hands, eter- 
nal in the Heavens : For in this we groan —_— 
ts 


deſiring to be cloathed pon with our houſe whic 


from Heaven. 'Andit'is the mind and will of God 


that Believers ſhould give all diligence to clear their 
Intereſt, 2 Cor. 13.5. Examine your ſelves whether 


. you be in the faith, prove your own ſelves, know ye 


not your own ſelves, how that Feſus Chriſt is in you 
except ye be Reprobates. And 2 Pet. 1. 10. Where 


fore the rather Brethren,' give diligence'to make your 


calling and your eleftion ſure. There is the command, 
which implies a poſſibility of attaining it. The pof- 
ſibility of it doth further appear, in that the Father 
and the Son have both ſent forth the Spirit to be a 
Comforter, to be a Witneſſero thoſe that are -in 
Chriſt; and his Office it is an Enſuring Office, 
The Spirit he comes, being ſent forth by the Fa- 
ther and the Son, into a poor heart that is full*of 
fears, doubts, queſtionings and miſgivings.and doth 
ſettle this Soul in the ſtedfaſt beliet of his abiding 
Intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus,and Chriſt's everlaſting relas 
tion unto it. "This you may ſee, Rom, 8. 16, The 
Spirit it elf beareth witneſs with our ſpirits, that we 
| . are 


a -- of rejoycing in the Lord. 


are the GG" 4 God. And Ephe. 1. 12 
e 


alſo after that Je 
holy Spirit of promiſe. And a conſiderable part of. 


the Scripture is, given forth tothis end,' to clear. up 
4 Believers Intereſt in, and Relation unto Chriſt, 


that he may know his ſtandi ang: in bum, 1. Fohbp 5: 
I2, 13. There is Life #n-the Song lays he; and L 
write unto you, tbat ye may know that ye: have.an 
Intereſt-in the Son ,and ſo have life from him : - and 
this is that which the Lord's People have ploried. 
iD, 1/2. 63.16. Doubtleſs thow art our Father, thaug h. 


Abraham be ignorant of us, and I{ral | aoknowledgeth? 


z5 net, &c, And this is one end of that grand Ordy. 
nance of the Lord's Supper, to ſeal ws enſure Be-. 
lievers. Ir is not only an Ordinance of Canumu- 
nion, but: it is a ſealing Ordinance, wherein the 
Lord Jeſus does come and ſet upon the heart, clear. 
ing up the Soul; Intereſt in himſelf, and telling. 9 


him what he bath-d pe for him, and ſcaling all Ons 


bath paſt upon I t is ſometimes hereupo 
ances a feaſt of far = It 15an Ordinance of _ 
It, is not a converting Ordinance, but ir is an Ordj-. 
nance of comfort unto thiole that are converted, 
being often. owned by the Lord, as a ſealing Ordis. 
nance, to confirm all that hath formerly. paſt be- 
tween God and the Soul : 'So as an evidence 'of In- 

eſt is attainable, and it is the will of God that Be- 
lieyers giveall diligence to make it clear. 

. Fourthly, The Intereſt and Relation that one Be- 
lever i is owned in, with Chriſt, is net different .in. its 
nature and properties from what every Believer is 

awned in; but all that are intereſted i in Chriff, are: 
equally intereſted m him. 

It you ſpeak of the Intereſt and Relation abſo= 

| lutely, 


lieved ye were P's any, $44 
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lately it is. the ſame. Jeſus Chriſt is. not more 
one believers than.he-is anothers, Jeſus Chriſt 
hath:nar given. one. believera greater Propriety. 
in himſelf then; he hath given another believer: 
but -alFare equally intereſted i 0, and related ur- 
ea Qbritt, all have an equal fare in Chriſt, All 
have art equal ſtanding in Chriſt.1n point of ince- 
reſt and relation; Indeed if you ſpeak of inte- 
reſt red retation, . quoiad effetum,. as we ſay, if 
you: ſpeak of it _in\reference to.. improvement 
and effects, thereiydeed there is a difference be- 
tween behever and believer. One believer may 
znprove Cliriſt more-than another, and one be- 
lever may grow. ap in Chriſt more then ano= 
cher : and one believer may in paint of applica- 
cion and enjoyment pofſeſs more of 'Chriſt, more 
ofthe. Grace of Chriſt, then anorher: believer 
doth, but they are all equally intereſted in; and. 
related unto Chriſt Jeſus: and 'the- Intereſt that. 
one'believer hath, \is:as pleadable, and as'im-' 
provable as the-intereſb that another believey: 
hath, Jeſus Chriſt is equally a Head and a Huf. 
band,and4 Brother unto all his People,and: they: 
ao nally Members of the ſame body in'poine- 
Aa f though not in point of growth ;laies 

cg ApoRNG, 1 in 1 Cor, (6,17. But hethat is Joyned. 
!0 the Lord 55 one Spire, It is ſpoken in genera}, - 
let him-ibe an Apoſtle; let him be an eminent- 
Sainc, 'of: let him be. a meaner, or-more obſcure 
Saint;.ctet him- be aſtrong believer, or let” him, 
be'a weak believer, if be be joyned tothe Lord 

he «is .one Spirit, -alike jayned, . ge related, 

and alike intereſted.” 5 
'"Fifthly, The brkievors- imeref- in | Chrif 


#5 abiding, and can never be crnſt't, it can ne- 
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80. Of Rejoycing'#n'the Lord 
ver be broken, it can never'b+ violated y\"but 
the evidence. of intereſt; though: once obtained; and 
ſeem clear, may. br obſcured aud darkned: A Chri. 
ſtians joy, that-is paſſing away, 1t is tranſienet;bur 
as tO his intereſt, |that is inviolable, and :inſepa- 
rable ; none can diſunice Chriſt,- and the believer 


| being once Goſpelly joined::'So:you bave it ſpo- 


ken out by- the Apoſtle, Row: 8. 35. and: fo on; 


Who ſt all ſeparate us from the loverof Chriſti; Jhall: 
rribulation, or diſtreſs, or poxſerution, or ſampnegor 


nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ?\ Noi faies he, they 
ſhall nor, they cannot do it, and Hoſea. 2. ry. / 
_ will betroth thee unto me for ever,” yea, I will be- 
troth thee unto me in Tighteouſueſs,” and in judg- 
ment, and in loving kindneſs, ' ata..in mercy,: &c. 
I know full well: what I do, faies the Lord,:. / 
will betroth thee in judgment, I know what the 
Soul is'that Þtake, I take him, foas ts keep him, 
and to maintam him, I will hold him, and'never 
loſe him 5; I wilt-do it =. 7#dgzent,. and; it ſhall 
be a relation;for' ever ; I will betroth theevento: me; 
for ever. But now'the evidence" of the relation! 
that is paſſable;'that may, be;clonded, "after you; 


have had ſomeclear diſgeveries: of it,' AgSouk 


that is brought into the lighr,; may bewoneett; 
into the dark:aSain ; thos-it-was with'Zab.:4 Job 
he had a very clear and ful}:ſighr of his-.ihteteft 
at one time; $hat he glorijes:1n. Chriſt '!Jefus; :{! 
know that my.Redecmer livethg and yet the fame 
| 7ab at another; time, 70b 646 Tells us: hat the 
Arrows of the Almighty djd ſet themſelves;yn ara; 
ray againſt him, the poyſon whergof, (fies he, drin-" 
kheth up my Spirit. Ic was not the. terrobts of, 
men, it was not the terrours. of ws: 5 
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his poverty, or. of his ſores, or of his great diſ- 
grace, but ſaies hey the.rterrours of God they 
are. entered into my Soul, and ſo David, at one 
time he rejoyceth in Chriſt Jeſus ; ſaies "then, 
theugh 1 paſs ihrongh the valley of the ſhadow of 
Ararb, 1 will ſear no evil, Pal. 23. 4. and anort. ee 
xime he cries out, Wyy art. then.caſt down O my 
Soul, why art thor diſquie; ed, within me ? Andia 
another, place, hath che Lord forgotten ra be 
gracious? are his mercics clean gone? he mourns 
after the Lord," and complajns as or.e that was 
baniſhed. from his face. z though your, intereſt 
cannot be ſhaken Cbriſtiars, yer the evidence of 
.Four intereſt may be darkned, the love of Chrijt 
Tels to your ſouls may de. ſo,obſcured, 'as you 
may be lefr Without the {xe)jogs of ir.: And the 
\Sgul.char is ſometimes vhcer comfortable mani- 
{eſtations, and pled with joy, , with peace, ard 
with confforremay af another time be darkned 
.with clougs, with vails,* and with curtains, . and 
"Know nor here ke is; 266 ſeal of ihe Spirir of 
he Lor may be. 4 defaced, as;that you £20n0T 
re!l what, to make of ic ;.the believer. that js 
«builr.upon the rock, can rever be walhr'off the 
.rock, yer the Wayes may dolh againſt him upon 
the rock, he may be ſorely daſtir upon,the rock, 
though he*cannof be waſht'off;rhough your inte« 
reſt ſtands ſure, yet the evidence. of your intg- 


reſt is nor ſure, It is a paſſable evidence. 
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5s given out to whom the Lora pleaſeth, and when 
the Lord pleafers : The Lord . is pleaſfd [SoVts 
"raignly to aft in the ſealing, and enſuring, and 


comforting of..his People ; ſometimes he'will 
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ler, and more ſatisfying then -at forie other 
times. Ir js faig, Prov. 4. 18. That the path of 
the juſt is as the ſhining light that ſhineth more and 
more nnto the perfeft day: A believer hath a lit- 
tle ſigh of Chriſt; a Aimmering of Chriſt 
through the cravis ; this may be improved, and 
It is poſſible that the Soul may come into a fall 
aſſurance of its incereſt in Chriſt Jeſus ; ay, and 
It is poflible you may be aſſured more at one 
rime then at another; -Therefore Chriſtian, the 
little joy thar thou haſt, may-grow to @ great 
dea), and'the ſmall apprehenſions thar thow haſt 
of Chriſt,” may. greatly encreaſe in thy Soul; 
and in this reſpect the day of ſmall chings- is 
"Hot to be deſpiſed. £4 1” OS 
18. It is poſſible that believers may diſmnge> 
ndouſly att #pan "low principles #n their eatueſt 
prrſnits aft ov: ſealings and enfurings : T*pray 
mark it, : affurpnce, it is the Flower of 
Joirh, it is the-growch, the improvement; the 
lquriſhing of Faith; ir 1s the* fragrancy, the [ory 
gout; and the fweerneſs, nay, the very brigttts 
neſs of faith; the” ſealingg of the Spirit, they are 
the. high ſtrains (as I may ' call chem ) of” the 
Spiritin ant upon the hearts of believers; Afd 
Fer is pofſible that the believer may act uport 
Tow principles in his eager purfuirs-of the feak 
Ings of the Spirir,thar is fuch an -high-act Then 
does tbe believer act difingenucufly.in a putſie 
after. an evidence of his incereſt, -when he pref 
ſeth after the ſenſe of his intereſt; more for peace 
and comfort, then ro improve his intereſt unto 
more grace and holineſs. Your intereſt in Chriſt 
hath wo ſtreattis; the one runs with grace, and 
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the other runs with, peace and. comfort : now 
'then does the Soul difingenuouſly act, when he 
prefſeth more after the ſtrezm of DEACE & com- 
fort, then he doth afier the ſtream of grace and 
holineſs ; then is the believer afted upon low, 
principles, when he advanceth the ſenſe of inte- 
reſt, aboye the intereſt, or if you will,thus, when 
the deſires of the ſenſe of intereſt do over-bal- 
lance the deſires of more grace and holineſs up- 
on the intereſt. Therefore in all your cager pur- 
ſuits after the ſealings of the Spirir, confider 
the principle ( Chriſtians.) upon which you act, 
ſearch whether there be no dilingeruous aCtings 
n your ſpirits, in your eager defires after afly- 
Tance.. 
9. Satan will indeſatigabl 21) vg WO to darken 
--N Jour evidence, and to obſcure 5 enſe of int ereſt. 
'Satans defign i is to keep Souls.as long as he can 
from- a cloſure with Chriſt, he will meet, th 
Soul in all waies, if poflible, "ro turn him. out of 
his way; and if he cannot do thar, his next de- 
Ggn is to obſcure your evidence, and ro darken 
your ſenſe of intereſt, thar ſo-he may make you 
to walk heavily, -and in the dark, he will follow 
you with falſe reports, and falſe. oggeſtions,. te 
will hint to, you.this. falliry, and the other, if 
poſſible, to make You to belicye alye, and. o' 
deny whar Jeſus Chriſt- hath done, and to deny 
your intereſt, and ſtanding j in him,. that it ma 
be. is clear. upon undenyable grounds and de-. 
monftrations ;. the... Devil you. know came to 
Chriſt wich this very -remptation to make hini 
to. queſtion the truth of his relation ro God, 


though the Devil knew it well cnobgh | thit Je- 
lus 
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ſus Chriſt was the Meſſiah, and the traoe Son of 
God ; yet he comes and lets upon him with this 
rempration, if poſsible, ro make him queſtion ; If 
thou beeſt the Son of God, then do fo and ſo, And 
he levels at the Believer. in the ſame manner, and 
his deſign is to keep you in the dark, to rob you of 
all the peace, and comfor:, and joy, that you 
mighr have upon the ſenſe and evidence of your 
Intereſt. 

Tenithly, There are many that preſume upon a 
groundleſs confidence, that they have an intereſt im 
Chriſt, and yet are wholly ig:ora't of the nature of 
@ Goſpel-Intereſlk. There are many that do promiſe 
rhemſelves great things in and from Chriſt Jeſus, 
and yet they are wholly ignorant of him; they have 
hopes of large bieiſings that thail come in by 
Chritt, and yer are ignorant of Chriſt, and the na- 
ture of a cloſe with Chriſt that gives right to him, 
Doubtleſs the fooliſh Virgins had hopes, that as to 
the balk of them, were as large and as promiſing as 
the hopes of the wiſe Virgins were; they never at _ 
all queſtionedrheir admittance when theBridegroom 
ſho.11d come. InDeur.2.9.1 9.And it ſhall come to paſs 
when he heareth the woras of this curſ*, that he bleſs 
himſelf in his heavt, ſaying, Iſhall have peace,though 
I walk in the imaginations of my heart, &c. So when. 
we are diſcourſing of the terrours of the Law, that 
do belong to perſons unintereſted in Chriſt ; there 
are many that bleſs themſelves in their hearis, and 
ſay, Theſe things do not belong ro'us: And when 
we are opening the comtorts that Believers have in 
Chriſt, thoſe that are ſtrangers ro Chriſt will pre- 
ſame and fay, Al! theſe are mine, cab J. 1 1. The 
Head: thereof judge for reward, and the Prieſts there- 
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of teach for hire, and the Prophets thereof divint for 
m7oney ; yet will they lean uvon the Lord, and ſay, Is 
not the Lord among us? no evil can come upon us. In 
the midſt of all their wickedneſs, they would til! 
preſurne upon an Intereſt in the Lord. and think all 
ſhould go well with' them. My friends, what 
think you of the Church of Laodicca ? they were a 
people of a very great and high profeſſion; rhey 
ſtood in a Goſpel budy, and lived under the enjoy- 
ment of the great Priviledges of a Goſpel-ſtate,and 
they promiſed themſelves that all was well with 
them ; and yet ſee what the Lord ſays, Rev. 3. 17. 
Becauſe thou ſayeft, I am rich, and encreaſed with 
goods, and have need of nothing, and knoweſi not 
that thou art pocr, and miſerable, and wretched, and 
blind, and naked. They had a profeſs1on upon them, 
ard they thought there was a great deal in thar : 
They were in a Church-ſtate, and they thought 
thar would ſerve their turn: "They did enjoy 
Church-Priviledges, and they thought upon it that 
their condition was good, and that they might 
well ſay, Now weare rich, we are Profeſſors in a 
Church-ſtare, we are under the common and ſacred 
blefvings of the Goſpel ; and who, better than we ? 
We are rich, but ſays the Lord, you fay fo, but I 
fay otherwiſe ; you ſay you are rich; butI ſay you 
are poor ; you fay you are full, but I fay you are 
empty ; you ſay you are encreaſed with goods, and 
have need of.nething, but T ſay you have nothing 
and'have need'of all things. Verily' my friends,this 
1s a "deceivable Age, an Age wherein many do 
nor only deceive others, bur their own Souls, and. 
therefore 1t'concerns you. to enquire whether the 
Lord þe your God, or no? and nor to fatisfie your 
| ee nd, Py ſelves 
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{elves with : general notions of the Lord's being 
your God. ' | | 
| In the. Eleventh and laſt place 5 An evidence of 
Intereſt obtained, maintained, and Goſpelly managed, 
will be of ſingular adv-.ntage ro a Chriſtian in bis 
whole Chriſtian courſe. You do not know (Be- 
lievers) you that are carclcſs in and about the clear- 
ing of your ſtate, you do not know what a 
change a Goſpel ſight of your Intereſt in Chriſt wil 
make in your hearts; an evidence of your Intereſt 
will expel all your fears, and will refolve all your 
doubts, and will cauſe a calm in your hearts, what- 
ſoever the preſent ſtorm is. Why, if that we could 
look into the hearts of many, or moſt of us, I be- 
heve they would be found very tempeſtuous; ſtorms 
they threaten , ſore fears are ready to overwhelm, 
and doubts are even ready to ſwallow up.a Chriſtian; 
why, an evidence of your [Intereſt will remove all 
theſe, (Chriſtian) an evidence of your Intereſt will 
make all in Chriſt Jeſus precious to you, and will 
ſtrangely raiſe and inhaunſe the price of Chriſt, and 
the blefsings of Chriſt in your efteem. The evidence 
of Intereſt, O how precious will it make the Blood 
of Jefus to you ! O how precious will it make the 
Death of Jeſus to you! O how precious wall it 
make the Life of Jeſus ro you ! O how precious will 
it make the Offices of Jeſus to you! when you can 
ſee that you are concerned in his Blood ; that Jeſus 
be is your Surety, your Mediatogg. that he hath 
ſuffered for you, and ſatisfied foriyau ; that he 1s 
your forerunner in Heaven ; this will make all of 
Chriſt exceeding precious. An evidence of In- 
tereſt is that that will carry your Souls chearfully 
through all ſufferings that do or may befal you m 
| £5 = G 4 the 
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the way of Chriſt, There are reproaches that Be- 
hevers, meet withal in the way ot Chriſt, and the 
ſenſe of Intereſt' will belp you to bear them all. 
'T here are preat loſſes that we are expoſed ro in 
bearing our Teſtimony to the "Truths of Jeſus ; 
ſenſe of Intereſt will bear you up under all: Why, 
we have a building of God that is above. It is ſaid 
of thoſe in the Hebrews, that they did not regard 
their ourward comforts, knowing that they had in 
Heaven a better and an iuduring ſubffance. Senſe of 
Intereſt wil] bear ycu up under all changes of pro- 
vidences, when the Lord is raking, as well as when 
he 1s giving : Why, will the Scul ſay, there 1s ſtill 
enough in Chriſt ; Chriſt is ſtill full; my Jeſus 1s 
full; though I am robbed, he is not robbed; though 
I have little or nothing, Jeſus Chriſt he hath all, 
and Chriſt is all, and all his fulnefs is mine. Senſe 
of Intereſt will raife your hopes and expectations 
upon Chriſt Jeſus. My friends, now we look upon 
Chriſt, and have low thoughts of him ; we Jook 
upon Chriſt, and our expectations are not raiſed 
upon Chriſt: We come to an Ordinance where 
Chriſt is diſcovered and' diſplayed in; the riches of 
his Death, and in the glories of his Life, and our 
hearts are not raifed upon this ; why, but becauſe 
'we Þ:y- not the ſenfe of our Intereſt; The ſenſe of 
Intereſt will raiſe your expeCtations, and will com- 
fort you againſt the thoughts of death. Now Lord, 
ſays good old;Samemn, letteft thou thy Servant depart 
#11 peace, for Tame eyes bave ſeen thy Salvation, 'Luk. 
2. 29. 39. And ſays the Apoſtle, I defire to be d'( 
folved, and to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all. 
"The ſenſe at Intereſt will lay you in againſt all fears 
of the approaching Judgment ; inſtead of ws 
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afraid of it, it will male you Tong for it, when 
the Soul comes'to ſee, and know, and be aſcer- 
rained chet che juJge: of the Court j is tis friend, 
and is in relation to him, and hath loved'him ry 
as to Jay down: his life for him, and hath ever 
been deſigning upon him in a way of love and 
grace; this Sou] will not be afraid to appear: 
before him, but will Jong for'the day when he 
ſhall come. to ſee his Jeſus clothed with glory, 
So as a clear evidence of inrercſt in Chrift ob- 
rained, maintained, and goſpelly managed, will 
be of ſingular advantage unto a Chriſtian in his 
whole Chriſtian courſe. 


* 
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Habakkuk 3. 18. 


Tet I will rejoyce in the Lord, T will joy in 
the God of my Salvation. 


He Propoſition was this, 


Dot. That there is enough in 7eſas 
Chrilt alone for the Soguls [ll Tejepring and 
rriumph, what ſoever hisgfiate and cond: i- 
on 15 43 this world, A 


Now we propoſed | 
Firſt, To give you ſeveral introductory par- 
riculars by way of premiſe. 
Theſe we have- diſpatched. And ſhall now 
pro- 


- 
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proceed to conſider whert are che grounds 'of @; 
believers darkneſs abour.his intereſt. 

2. It pay be ſaid in the ſecond place, if he File 
be ſuch {olid ang. ſubſtantial grounds of jy in Chriſt. 
Peſus. for the believing Soul, at alltimes, and'in all. 
conditions ; what 15 the reaſon then that believers 
are ſo often in a:dark, dubious ,nncomfortable, ſhat- 
tered ſtate, that they are ſeldom able in any ſted- 


faſtneſs of ſpirit ro look up nnto. Chriſt. Feſus, and 


lory in him ? 
AAnſ. 1. 1anſwer ; The darkneſs of the belies 
vers intereſt dath oft-times ariſe from a looking 
wore unto ſuch things in the examination af him 
ſelf, as argue the height of an intereſt, then to ſuch 
things as do diſcover the truth of an intereſt, They 
do fix upon ſuch, things as are diſcoveries of a 
grown ſtate in Chrift, when as they ſhould fix 
upon ſuch things as do diſcover an In-being in 
Chriſt; they propoſe to themſelves that corrup- 
tion muſt be ſo and ſo brought under, and mor- 
tifying work muſt be carried on to ſuch. a 
height, or elfe they can have no grounds of their 
intereſt in Chriſt ; they propoſe to themſelves 
ſucha meaſure of love, as muſt be flaming to 
Chriſt at all crimes, or ele they think they have 
no love at all, they think they muſt have ſuch a 
meaſure of fairh, as to believe without ſtagge- 
ring, or elſe they bave no part in Chriſt, Now 
hereby rheyFiWenſnare their own Spirits, and 
eWarkneſs, Bur you ſhould Took 
more at ſuch things, as argue the truth of an 
intereſt, then at thoſe things that do argue'the 
growth and improvement of that intereſt. 
Secondly, Darkpeſs of evidence doth off- wes 
riſe 
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riſe from the believers viewing his wants, and' over - 
looking, his preſent rectits, Jelus Chriſt bath done. 
a great deal for him, and hath'given out a great' 
deal to him, and hath inade a wonderful change. 
in bir, he cannot deny it if he be pur to it ; but. 
be overtooks all this,, and conſiders his preſent 
wants, his weakneſſes, his ſhort comings, bis fai- 
Nos his ſialltieſs of ſtrengch, his ſtaggering. 
before a temptation, the uncertainty of his Spi- 
rit in his walking with God, and:;he bears the 
ſtreſs of his condition upon' his preſent- wants, 
not confiderin "g whar Jeſus Chriſt hath already; 
done, nor confidering that the work is gradually 
carried on, Now Chriſtians if you would Jay 
our ſelves fair for the Spirits Goſpel evidence 
In your ſouls, then you muſt rake in the encou- 
ragements of your condition, as well as your 
diſcouragements,. you mult not. only inſiſt vpon 
your diſcouragements, but conſider alſo what 
Teſus Chriſt hath done, and what a change he 
hath begun to work, and what have been the 
movings of your ſouls rowards him,from divine 
influences upon your Spirits, 
* Thirdly, The aarkyeſs of evidence, or obſcurity 
of antereſt ao ofi-times ariſe from the prevailings of 
fin in the heart, apon which Chrift ſuſpends, Sin 
that rallies, char gathers head in the Soul. that 
preſſes forward, and the Soul gives way ro the 
tempration, and 1s overcome, angitpon it dark- 
neſs does ariſe; this was Davias eaſe, David 
was aſſured ; ay, bur fin prevailing in his hearr, 
drove him into the dark, that all the joys of 
the holy Spiric were for a time taken from him, 
2 Sam. 12. 7, 8,9. And Nathan ſ4id unto Da- 
vid, hogs art f the _ Hhus ſaith the Lord yr 7 - 
- "2 
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commaridment, and done evilin my ig So the 
Lord Jeſus ſpeaks unto the Soul: I have thus 
and thus manifeſted my ſelf to thee. chought ir 
not too much to take thee into communion with 
my ſclf; I thought it not roo much to dandle 
thee upon my knee, and to give thee the aſſu- 
rance of all that I have done for thee : But thou 
haſt wickedly departed from me, and broken 
my. Commandments, and it is juſt with the Lord 
now to ſuſpend ; prevailings 'of ſin will cauſe a 
ſaſpenſe. You know that Abſolom upon his rebel- 
lion, was excluded for a while from his Fathers 
Houſe, he muſt not ſee his Fathers face : juſt 
thus ic is with a Soul, when it hath turned aſide 
into ſume way of folly, after it hath provoked 
the Lord, the Lord he hides himſelf from him, 
he won't ler him ſee his face, he muſt not come 
 Iato his preſence to ſee him, and to rejoyce in 
the light of his countenance as formerly he had 
done. The prevailings of ſin after Grace do 
many times cauſe a ſuſpenſe. 

Fourthly, Darkneſs of evidence is occaſimed 
from the Souls crediting thereports of Satan, that 
leal him to deny what feſus Chriſt hath done for 
in, #p21 undenyable demonſtrations of 
the power of his Grace m his heart : Satan he 
will be alwaies putting the .Soul forward to en- 
rertain hard thoughts of God, and will be ma- 
king | falſe reports in his hearr, contrary unto 
the 
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the experiences that' his Soul hatt'h2d ; Now 
when che Sopl will' rake vp"a'repore of: Satan; 
againſt a clear and viſible demonifration'6f grjz&e 
upon'the heart, ant will joyn With Satan;and ſay, 
ay,this is true,” there hath” n6rhing paſt opori 
'my Soul ; Chriſt 'Hath 'not loved me, Chrift 
'harh' nor taken mEnigh rico 4bHHſelf; .nefthet 
'Hhath tie in truth 'and'reality'd6$e& any thing'Fet 
for me, uponthe Souk thus falling 'in with, "nd 
arguing upon the feports-of>$iranydoes' be help 
to darken his'jwn ffate, and to" Ubud his intts 
reſt; Saran is inflefarigibly induſtfions ro'obſegre 
our intereſt, ard to keep'us ifthe* dark; Now 
he will atwaies' ftan#'by you, *anid be alwiies - 


| ſpeaking ro you, if he ſee charthis/reſtimony'is 


once'received ahd credited. "Thereforebewere 
Hd you heatken-anto him, whois ever an che. 
Thy into "your intereſt,| and unto: your ſenſ&bf 
_—_— > 
* "Fifthly, Dat kneſs of evidence doth aviſe from one 
frequent negle&s of' the;Spirit both in a way-of Xi 
Ty, and alſo in a"'wiy" of comfert. 5 The' Spirir-of 
the Lord dortrarcend-us, and-Hetjs calling of: &8 
uÞto obedience, and-ſpurring of/ us forwardeg 
<oſerwalking withGod in obedience'ro hiscom. 
marids. Now when theSoul doth#efuſe tocomply 
wich the Spiric: and doth not: obſerve his voice; 
nor obey his Fommands,- bur: isfilear unto this 


" earneſt'morions in ir, upon rhis:is he Soul more 


and * more*darkned, for the- Spiric- does here 
vpon withdraw, when we'irefufe zhis /aids and 
affiſtances in the duties unto: whtich-we areccats 
Ted; he offers us his help ro ſtandby us, and to 
Tead us, and to ſtrengrhen us,:and:we ſer ""_ 
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Jp; and weyeillyenture upon durjes.in our, qWp 
Breagth,  nas-reſting upon; him, for ſtrength. ang 
powerand the-Spirit is hereby,prayaked : Qrawhen 
we: neglect him in away, of ;comfort;: be. , would 
clear gur condition!'to us, but we w.ll not, believe 
| ; | Js 
that reports he, makes, in, our +heares 3 (he woud 
tale.us,and;we will-not be fertled; be offers us.cog- 
faption,and we rel his cnſrion; and yet comp 
plain of pur; dacknelfs, Fob x58 4+: Are the gan/4/a- 
Fapps of the Lord {real with hee *.. VV hy the F9 nſo- 
lajinns of the. Juord are ſmall with ,many Sojls;; For 
_— them; and 4hey hjnk.they do, we j Ap 
uſe the ;ccomforgy that, arg offercy them,, and, yt 
ghey-mourn aver their want. pk comiort ; hereby 
they grieve the; Spirit, -and. thay wound, the:Spirth - 
they quenebeehe Spirits ,and.a5, 45, not. like, the 
| thas the Soylſhould be aflured. ,>You have. thele 
F3prelſcions. in Scriprare, Eppeſ- 4+; 49: 414 b $09 
mot the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſeah, Ell 
abe day of Rediraption, Anda, hgh 5-1 94 428906 
net the:Spinirs. And Iſa. 63.40, But they rebebed 
pd vexed-bigholy$pirict, whera{org he Was, turned 
$0, be their evewiy,to Why, my fqndshisuptiey 
gut.caſe; werebe) againit\;apg.vo ihe holy Gb If 
of. God,jand-he becomes ous;onemy. that the eh 
(hno comfortusgand he ceaferþo fertle us,ang be 
cesſerh to/eſtablifibus;:the cealgkh rgybll us. with Ny 
* apt ovith contforti inatd abayhhausfaterelt. / , , 
516ixthly, Diabneſciofevidencd 4044 of rextiries @r1/e 
. from, and 5: 0coafioned: by. rennne4 . #1 aly duties, 
bukerdin;Godiuſeth to manifeſt \him/clf1uto,ns < 
wenegleft our fpiritual avatdh, prg{hic under,on act 
under the weight. df ofpiricyal.floyh, deady gf 
heart, carcleluekanddlightinels of ;{parit.in our, Ways 
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Ings a God: 'This was the Spouſes caſe; Car. F. 
4. I have put off my Coat, how' fhall' I put it 0n'2 
T have waſhed my feet, how ſhall I defile t mn? My 
Belbved put in 3 hand by the-hole of the door, * ned 
my bowels were moved for him, Verle 5. I arsſe30 
rt td my Beloved, but my Beloved” hal withdrawn 
me ff, Verſe 6. Aﬀts of communion were not' cea- 
"Ted : The'S pouſe did'not decline Duties aid Ordi- 
'natichs, bur TY femiB and ſlupgih,*and flighty, 
"and tarelefs in rhe diities of conmunton: ''She'hd 
" put off her Coat, and ſhe. could not pur 3t-0n, © Het Dee 
loved knocked; but ſhe could tivt open to Foes. | 
* ſently;; ſhe tit rHHke him: wait {while [Here 
' were: iome' workings of heart,” and"'ſome - prniiine 
" affections in the* uſe towards Chriſt, for' efaid, 
"My Beloved put” in bis band by "the hols of the* FM 
and Thy bowels were inoved for him: : "There were 
"forme renin af heart towards Chriſt: in ay butſhe 
' moved flowly,- and "was careleſs in her 'piritlal 
_fraqe; and b fold ſhe'looks, and het Beloved was 
”$0ne: Here hays non apy darkdeG grew-upbn 
_ her condition, friends, 'this is oi our caſe; 
*'we let the fire of the" Altar -of yur hearts 'go' our, 
"and our affections they grow dead; and we loſe Yur 
_Tpirirual fervency; we loſe the ſpiritual ſavour'of 
" communiion' with God: in Ordinances'of Commu- 
' nion, and Chriſt Jeſhs withdraws,” "There is 'z fuſ- 
pence of manifeſtat ns of favour 'ahd darkneſs'en- > 
_ creafeth. 
Seventhly,Again, Darkneſs of eb bnce dorh Filbe- 
times ariſe from unkind ' and uniwort  Fealouſi of 
" the love of Chriſt's hegrt to us, not wirhſt anding” Jong 
" ftrivings with us. 'TheSoul knows not how to "he | 
 lieve that Jeſus Chriſt is earneſt with him, when 
It 
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it -.comes., unto..,his. own: ;particular caſe; : 
:then. he entertains hard thoughts. of. Chriſt ,** 
ſurely. Chriſt doth;nor. mean.me, ſurely Chriſt'is 
i nat in the way of 'Grace with. me, alchough; be 
.cannordeny,, being put to it, upon a ſerious exa- 
mination, |bur.char there , is a ſtrange alreration | 
_ig his Soul ; ay, bur he is alwaies queſtioning of 
[the:trath of Chriſt in his. way to him, nor.” bur 
thar he believes that Chriſt is ingood earneſt in 
:the deſign, ay, bur he doth.nor know how to be- 
.gheye that Chriſt Jeſus is really engaged-in a de- 
.olign.of love upon his heart ; no, this be queſtt- 
-.ans, be thigks.thar. rhe rar Jo he .makes, 


= 


»3x6.00t .in good earneſt, that, Jeſus Chriſt doch 

-nor.. mean him: That Jeſus Chriſt doth. ;over- 
, , . oy hy Sl ' >. <4 3g = 

[look aod pats by bis Soul, . ang. it 1s. HURers 

-thar_he is ſeeking 1 afier , and others thar 

-; he. is def! ging > UPON, and by: b theſe *unwor- 

' i thy Jealouſics he, does provoke Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Arg ed ATI $44 Bhs Patol of MITE: (jt iy Lf ig bh 

.þlt is Juſt wich Chriſt co leave, rhe Spy] Doe 

haye 


E 


;£9,irs , ſelf,.thar will nor be: perſuaded. to, 
: $ood rboughrs of him. 1,14... 
119 8 Againy Darkneſs of. evidence, doth ſometimes 
-u&iſe ' from, ang. 1s orcafioned; py par inconacr ato- 
> neſs of the preſent ſtate of our own hearts, and itn- 
_ Adpertency ro, what hath paſt #pan,us:; There. is a 
+ work wroyght,in him ; ay, huc he hath not been 
Haile ps ta obſerve the morions of Chriſt Je- 
us in his comings in, and 1n his dealings with 

.. him, he bath not kepran account of the goings 
+. of God with him, bur barh been very remiſs .in 
- the, obſerve of, the ſtate of his hearr,as he hath 
- paſſed on in the , way, following of Chriſt,. and 
CO Es hn, Wal- 
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waiting upon him in ordinances, and hence he 
can make nothing of his condition, he cannot 
ſay that the work of Grace is ſo and ſo 
wrought in him, becauſe he hath not been ob- 
ſervant to gather up what hath palt upon his 
Spirir. 

9. Again, Darkzeſs of evidence doth ſometimes 
ariſe from an ungoſpel modeſty that dares not believe 
ſuch good things of its ſelf, There is a kind of 
ungoſpel* modeſty that ſome Chriſtians do ex- 
preſs, wherein they would diſcover a great deal 
of unworthineſs in themſclves, and a great deal 
of lowlineſs of Spirit, but in ir they do but de- 
ny what Jeſus Chriſt hath done,and wrong their 
own caſe; O to think that Jeſus Chrilt hath 
been dealing with them, and hath made power- 
ful applicaticns of his blood unto them ; and 
hath united and reconciled them unto himſelf ; 
O they cannot tel} how to believe this of them« 
ſelves; an intereſt in Chriſt Is a great thing, and 
a heart change is a mighty change: I dare not 
think, ſaies the Soul, that the Lord hath done 
this for me, who,am ſo vile, and ſo unworthy, 
and thus theSoul ſtands & reaſons againſt all che 
experiences that he hath had of God,and denies 
the comforts of 1t. 1s 

10, Again, In the laſt place, Darkneſs of evis. .. 
dence doth ſometimes ariſe from percmptory concluſs- 
ons of the 1ſſues of our ſtate upon the reports that 
ſenſe makes upon all inquiries, The reaſun of our 
darkneſs is becauſe we lay the ſtreſs of cur cor. 
dition upon ſenſe, and upon what we can” feci in 
our ſelves, and not upon a naked venture upon 
Chriſt Jeſus ; ;z not upon a Goſpel throw upon 

H Chriit 
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Chriſt Jeſus ; wharever be the iſlue, but the 
'Soul goes to its feelings, and makes a judgment 
of its ſtate upon and from them ; when he can 
find his heart warmed for Chriſt, when he can 
find his Spirit under any Goſpel enlargement for 
Chriſt, when he can find his Graces begin to 
grow and thrive, and when he can find ſpeedy 
returns made unto all his ſeekings afrer the 
Lord, then he concludes, now all is well ; here 
is an intereſt, and behold the fruits of it : But 
now when the Souls Graces are alittle clouded, 
when he miſſes of thar enſargement that ſome- 
times he hath experienced: And when he comes 
under ſome ftraicneſs, and when Telus Chriſt is a 


while filent unto his prayers; why, then he con- .. 


cludes againſt himſeIf;O here is no intereſt, why, 
if I were in Chriſt Jeſus, it would be otherwiſe 
with me, Chriſt would anſwer me, and Chriſt 
would enlarge me, and Chriſt would heighten 
and brighren my Graces, Chriſt would not leave 
me in ſuch- an uncomfortable condition, he 
would fill me, and lift me up, and ſet me on 
high; O ſurely there is nothing of truth and 
reality that hath paſſed upon my Soul : Now 
Chriſtians, while you draw up peremptory con- 
cluſions of the iſſue of your ſtare, upon the re. 
pores of ſenſe in your hearts, you will never 
come to be ſetled, and eſtabliſhed, while you 


are in this world: concluſions drawn from chan- 


geable, mutable principles will never be relie- 
ving nor comforting to you, Well, theſe things 
briefly may ſuffice for the ſecond propoſal,what 
mighr be the grounds of a believers darkneſs in 
and about their intereſt and evidence, 

| Thirdly, 


» 
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Thirdly, We ſhall proceed unto the third par- 


ticular, and thar 1s this : 

Qu. If it be thars, that Believers are often times in 

the dark in and about their Intereſt, and have not 
the evidence of their relation in Chrift clear, what 
ſhould the Believer do in the interim until the Lord 
ſhall be pleaſed to diſcover and unfold himſelf to him, 
and ſeal and confirm all that he hath done for him, 
and beſtowed upon him ? 

Anſ. There are nine or ten particulars that I 
ſhall lay down Mere in way of Direction. 

Firſt, In caſe of darkneſs of evidence, muck the 
root of faith : Or, if you will take it thus, ſtrengthen 
and double the dire&t atþ of fath, when you are not 
able to put forth a reflex at} of Faith, There is a 


. direct, and there isa reflex ad of Faith ; the direct 


act of Faith is an act of recumbence; it is an att of 
relyance upon Jeſus Chriſt ; the reflex act of Faith 
is the Soul's glorying.and triumphing in Chriſt Je- 
{us, that he hath made a cloſe with. Now Chriſtian, 
if thou haſt not the affuring act of Faith, then be 
ſure that you ſtrengthen Faith in its cloſing a, 
and in its believing act, wherein it reſts on Chriſt 
Jeſus alone ; go oftener unto Chriſt, and there de- 
termine thy Soul, and reſolve ever to wait upon 
him, and to abide at his footſtool; the believing 
act of Faith, or the direct aCt of Faith, that I may 
call the brit a, and the reflex a&t of Faith, I may 
call the ſecond aCt of Faith. Now Chriſtian,if you 
be not able to come up to the ſecond aft of Faith, 
then be often repeating the farſt act of Faith ; be 
often rolling your Souls upon Chrift Jeſus, and by 
this means you may come to be afjured ; for the di- 
reR act of Faith hath a tendency in it to carry thee 
I 2 "ud 
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up unto a Full affurance in Chriſt Teſus, and therg- 
fore be often recoubling that act, thou docft not 
know how ſoon the joy of thy alhurance may Come 
1n- | 
Secqndly, * Upon the dar kneſs of eEV7 dence, tak 4 

notice of, and rejoyce in the ſfrengih benings cd rpbeld- 
ings of the Spirit, though for the pr ow 3 y6u are with: 
out the ſeal;ngs and enſurings of the Spirit. Why, let 
it not be a froall thing unto thee, that though thou 
art. not comforted, and though thy Tn wterell js nor 
clearcd , yet thou art kept w aiting upon God, W ho 
1s 3t that upholds thee, againſt all thy difcourage- 
ments? Couldeſt thou hold out of thy felt? Couldett 
thou bear up waen there ſeems to be no returhs 
made? nothing but diſcouragements in thy way 2 
Thou crycſt again and again, and haſt no return, 


= wo 


but a ſeeri'ng repulſe; who is ir (think you) that 


upho!ds ve ? doubtleſs it 1s the Spirit of the Lord : 

Who was it that y: re the W oman of Canaan, 
when Chriſt Jefas 6:d chide her, and ſeem'd to give 
ker a repulſe 2 vn -ubrick whilſt he ſcemed outwardly 
fo cifcountenance her, he was fecrerly upholding 
and arawin o h er heart nearer to himſelf, or elſe lhe 


C. 


had fainted d. Nov W, 7, if th ou hat had a heart to con- 
rinue waiting upon Gog, and thy defires and reſoju- 
tions arc i till to follow the Lord, rake notice of 
thcle upholds of the S: Spirit, 2nd biets God for theſe, 
and it ma 7 be tae Spirit in a littie while n may go on 
ro aſſure thee, 

Thirdly, Again, T'pom oh d; rgeſs s of evidence, 
and wait of el/urance, labour to heighten true grace 
god | holineſs © Sirive to encreaſe & to grow 1n grace, 

- that will be moreto thy advantage than to bend 
thy Qi3rcs es for comfort and for afturance. 


It 
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| It isa greater mercy for God to give thee a new 
/ meaſure of- grace, than to give thee a new degree! 
of comfort. - It is a higher privil icdge. There is more 
in grace, than there is in comfort ; for grace hath a 
more 1ramediate tendency to God's glory, the other 
rends more imme eCiarely to thy ſatisfaction and joy. 
There. 13 more 1n a little grace, than in a great deal 
of. conſolation. Now it may be the Lord ſeth 
that thou art. not fir for * comfort, nor yet fit for 
ſertlement, and for peace, and therefore he holds 
thee in-the dark. Now the heightening of grace 
will fit thee, for the enjpyment of an Evidence: 
The higher grace is in the hearr, the more fair the 
Soul lies tor an evidence ; the: more grace thou haſt 
the more fit thou art far the joys and confolations 
of the Holy, Ghoſt : Therefore ftrive-.to heighten 
grace and holineſs upgn the want of an evidence. © 

Fourthly, Keep in thy way waiting, up9n the 
Lord, though the. Anſwer i delayed. Thow art ſecks 
ing to be. aſſured, and thouart waiting for an evi- 
dence of. thy. Intereſt, - and yet it doth not :come; 
Well, hold on C hritian, and do,not'give over uns 
>t1i] the Antywer is given in; He that believech maks 


eth not. ha afte * WW ait quierly and patiently upon the 


H 


Lord, , brealing after him,. that he would- remember 
his W, ord com Ordinance ito Ocdinance ; but do 
not. give. over , know,. chat whilſt rhe Lord doth 
ſuſpend. th the evidence of your Intereſt, he calls yout 
to abide mY A waiting polture, and thugs con- 
tinue to watch and Pray 
"Filchly,  Duligently attend all Ce ins Ord;s 
nancts,, but bound your deſires after a ſenſe - of Inz 
tereſs i Waiting: upon the, Lord in the waies. that bq 
bat, conſecrated for the. foe. God hath that 
pleated 
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pleaſed to appoint many ordinances for us to 
wait upcn him in, wherein he is pleafed ro make 
known himſelf. Sometimes he doth it in one or- 
dinance, and ſometimes in another ; ſometimes 
he will come in in prayer, and ſometimes in me- 
ditation, and ſometimes he will come in in 
preaching, and ſometimes in that great ſealing 
ordinance of the Goſpel, the Lords Supper. 
. Now attend upon the Lord in all fealing ordi- 
nances, but bound your deſires, ( I pray mark 
I fay bound your deſires in the waies that the 
Lord hath conſecrated for the diſpenſe, do not 
Expect that God ſhould work a miracle to con- 
firm you, don't think that there muſt be a voice 
from Heaven to ſettle you, and ſarisfy you, don't 
look for ſome miraculous expreſſions or impref- 
ſions upon you, but bound your defires after the 
fenfe of your intereſt in his own way ; and that 
which makes me mention it, is this: That Satan 
doth ruſh many Souls upon-this, they cannot 
believe an ordinary evidence, and a ſmall fign 
won't ſerve them, but they muſt have ſome j Im- 
mediate appearance from Heaven ; an immedt- 
ate teſtimony from Heaven, in ſome miraculous 
way upon their Spirits, or elſe they cannot think 
that their rate is good; and the defign of Satan 
here istodrive you-into ſuch a way wherein you 
ſhall certainly meet with a difappointment, and 
being under a diſappointment, then you may 
more eaſily, and more ſtrongly queſtion your 
ſcate, Bur we are not to expect revelations, nor 
miraculous operations, 'but to wait upon the 
Lord in his own confecrated wajes that he hath 
appointed for the diſpenſe of pardon, 'of ene | 
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and comfort, and an'evidence of our intereſt, 
Sixthly, Again, Look mpon and "rejoice in the 
dawnings of the day, when thou canſt not ſee the 
Sun. in its noon day brightneſs z my meadving is, 
bleſsGod for a lirtle,ler ic be never fo ſmall char 
he hach given to thee, and wear it with much 
thankfulneſs, though thou haſt nota full afſa- 
rance of thy intereſt, yet bleſs God that thou 
haſt a liberty to follow Chrift ; thou haſt nota 
full ſighr of thy ſtanding in Chrift ; ay, but 
bleſs God that thou haſt a liberty to cry after 
Chrift, chou maiſt cry after Chriſt, though for 
the preſent thou canſt not reJoyce in Chriſt;well, 
if the Lord hath given thee a heart for this, 
thou ſhould*ſ magnify his name ; ler the work 
be never ſo ſmall that is in thy Soul, yet-if thou 
beeſt inthe way to Heaven, bleſs God for this, 
It is matrer of comfort to thee in thy preſent 
ſtate ( Chriftian ) that though thou haſt not yet 
allurance,yet thou art in the way to be aſfured, 
though thou haft nor yet a full evidence of ehy 
ntereſt,thou art in the way of followingofChrift, 
Gchou doſt not know how ſoon thou maiſt have 
the evidence of thy intereſt. It is a comfort ts 
a Child to conſider, that though he is in fome 
remoteneſs from his Fathers Houſe, yet he is in 
his way upon his journey to it: So Chriſtian, 
though thou haſt oot all, yet thou arc in the way 
ro more, thou art in rhe way to be affured, 
and in the way ro the fuſl poſlefſion of Chriſt g 
take notice of this, and bleſs God for it. 
Seventhly, Prefer ſervice for Chriſt, before aſſus | 
rance in Chriſt, ani eſtcem duty for and towards 
Chriſt, before conſolation in Chriſt, It argues a 
St =— very 
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very low and mercenary ſpirit to act only for,or 
"towards the Lord upon the feelings of our in- 
tereſt in him, or only for the comforts that do 
attend a ſenſible intereſt in him; no, we muſt 
follow Chriſt wherever he goeth, and prefer fer- 
-vice fot Chriſt before comfort in Chriſt, and re- 
Aolve to follow Chriſt, and to ſerve him, whe- 
ther he doſettle us, and comfort us or no: It 1s 
a very filial, genuine Spirit in aChild to ſay; well, 
Tet my Eather give mea portion, or deny mea. 
Portion, yet I will ſerve him, though my Father 
diſinherit me, yet I will ſerve him; ſo the belie- 
ver ſhould ſay, he ſhould prefer a command be- 
Fore a promiſe, and affiſtance for duty before in- 
comes in duty. Now it may be Chriſcian, thou 
haſt failed here, therefore advance thy eſteem 
of the command, and advance. the honour of 
duty and ſervice for Chriſt, and let theſe things 
be uppermoſt in thy heart, and in time the 
Lord may more fully appear to thee to ſet- 
tle thee, and to comfort thee whileſt thou 
art {erving of him. 

8. Again upon the riſing of new darkneſs, have 
recourſe unto the former experiences that thon haſt 
had of peace, joy, and comfort in believing: God 
It may be doth with-hold- a new word, becauſe 
he would have thee' go to the old word, that 
he hath ſpokeh before, and God may with- 
hold a new ſign, becauſe he would have thee 
go tothe old ſign that he gave thee for a diſco- 
very before ; now in preſent daies of dark- 
neſs ofcen reflect upon what formerly . thou 
haſt enjoyed in order to thy. hope and con- 


fidence, and make uſe of that. And then, _ 
Ninthly, 


- 
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_ Ninthly, 7n the ninth place, Be you kind unto 
all the Lords mourners that are companions with 
Jour in darkneſs. I mean, .learn tro ſympathiſe 
with thoſe that want the light of Gods counte- 
nance, The Lord ( it may be ) in with-holding 
a ſenſe of intereſt, doth deſign to make thee 
more ſenſible of anothers condition in the 
dark, that thou mayeſt know -how to ſympa- 
thiſe with him in his ſorrows and tribulations ; 
ay, and to comforc others with the conſolation 
wherewith the Lord hath comforted * thee. 
Therefore þe you kind and affeftionate unto 
thoſe that are companions with you in.. dark. 
neſs, and pray with them, and pray ovyer.theni, 
and expreſs the alfections. of ' your Souls to 
themin all your remembrance of them: ; and in 
a little while the Lord may come in. for to 
lead you forth into: the company of .choſe 
| whoſe hearts are made to, rejoice and be glad 
in the lighr.of his countenance, and in the evi- 
dence of their own intereſt in Chriſt, - 
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SERMON VI. 


Habakkuk 3. 18. 


Tet I will rejoice in the Lord, T will Toy 
in the God of my Salvation, 


Rom hence we have obſerved, 
'DoRt.. That there is enough in Chriſt Feſws 
alone, for the Soul's full rejoycing and triumph, 
whatſoever his ſtate and condition is in this 
world. | 
We told you in nine particulars what rhe doubt- 
fal Soul ſhould do in the interim, until he can clear 
up his own intereſt, and ſtanding in Chriſt Jeſus, 
We ſhall only ſuperadd one particular more. 
Tenthly, If thou beeſt (Soul) ſtill in the dark in 
and about thy Intereſt after narrow and deep ſearches 
and enquiries, reſign up thy ſelf unto the Lord Jeſus, 
and ſtand to his allowance, aud be willing to work in 
the dark, whilſt the Lord ſhall keep you in the 
dark. Be not your own chulers and carvers in 
this thing, but leave the Lord to chuſe for you. In- 
deed, we are not to reſt ſatisfied in our fpirits with- 
out an evidence of our Intereſt, becauſe it is attain- 
able, but as to the comfort of our Intereſt, and the 
| Joy and Peace of our Souls upon the Intereft, we 
ſhould reſign up our ſelves unto the Lord Jeſus, 
and leave him to make the diſpoſe of our ſtate; 


and 
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and this is the way to come unto a fpeedy ſettle- 
ment and affurance: Bur I ſhall not enlarge here, 


| but procced unto the fourth thing propoſed, 


Fourthly, And thatis, to give you ſome Signs 
and Evidences of your Intereſt and ſtanding in bief- 
ſed Jeſus. And as we ſay generally, Cauſes are 
beſt known by their Effects; Trees are beſt known 
by their fruit; Life is beſt known . by motion ; ſo 
intereſt in Chriſt is beſt known by the efteds of In- 
tereſt. And that you might know what Jeſus 
Chrift bath done in you, and 1s doing for you, do 
but conſider 

Firſt, In the firſt place, That there is npon the 
Souls Intereſt in Chriſt, a Divine Principle of Life 
infuſed into the beart by the Lord Feſus, unto whom 
he 73 united, which becomes the ſpring of his ſpiritual 
notions towards Chriſt, and of his profeſſion of Chriſt, 
Intereſt in Chriſt 1s a Life-Intereſt, and there is a 
Divine Principle of Life that upon it 1s infuſed 
into the Soul, that becomes the fpring of his ſpiri- 
tual motions. "This Principle of life is varioully ſer 
out in Scripture ; ſometimes it 18 called the New 
Creature; If any man be in Chriſt he s anew crea» 
ture, 2 Cor. 5.17. ANew Creature denoteth life ; 
ſometimes it is ſet out by the word life; He that 


. hath the Son hath life, 1 Fohn 5. 12. Sometimes it 


is called the Divine Nature : Whereby are given un- 
#0 us exceeding great and precious Promiſes, that by 
theſe ye might be partakers of the Divine Nature, 
2. Pet. 1, 4. Now there 1s life in the Divine. Na- 
ture, & the Divine Nature infuſed, becomes a Life- 
Principle inthe heart where it is infuſed, and is the 
ſpring of its ſpiritual motions. This 1s ſet out fome- 
times by ingraftment, as the Syence is ingrafted in- 

| to 
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to the Stock; there 1s a conveyance of life upon the 
ingraftment, and upon the union : Thus the Grafe 
or the Syence doth receive ſap & nouriſhment from 
the Root, whereby it comes to Iive, Now, ſays 
Jeſus Chriſt in your ſpiritual union with him, 7 am 
the Vine, ſays he, ye are the branches, John 15. 5. 
He that abideth in me, and I m him, the ſame 5ring- 
eth forth much fruit, And Rom, 11,17. And if 
ſome of the branches be broken off, and thou being a 
wild Olive Tree, be grafted in among(# them, and 
with them partakeſt of the Root and fatneſs of the 
Olive Tree. Abrabam 1s only inſtrumentally here 
ſpoken of, as God was pleaſed ro own him, and ho- 
nour him to be the Father of all Believers ; but 
Chrift Jeſus 1s principally and cfieCtually the. Roor, 
the Stock that Believers are ingrafted' into ; he 
is the Root that both . Abraham and all Believers 
ſind in, and grow upon, -and they partake of the 
ſweerneſs. and fatneſs of that good Olive Tree : 
Sometimes 1t is exprelied by an incorporation, as the 


Head and the Members do_make up but one Body, 


and every Member united' unto the Body, 1t doth 
receive, life. ſpirit, ſenſe, motion and ſtrength from 
the Head. Now, ſays the Lord Jeſus, 7t are all 
Member of my Body, 1 Cor, 12.12, t3. Weare 


all Members of the ſame Body, and fo have the 


fame Head, trom thence 4s life, ſpirit and; grace, ; 


4 


and nouriſhment conveyed into every part: Now 
. WITT 7 5 Cs . $ ob © op 4 .* * 

from hence it 15 that. Jeſas.Chriſt is called the Life 
of Believers, Gal. 2. 25. I live, yet nat &;, but Chriſt 
I;weth in me. And Col. 3. 4. When Chriſt, who is 


our Life ſhall appear, &c. So as Chriſt hedoth con- 


vey and infuſea Principle of Life into the.Soul, that 
is intereſted in himſelf, and tpon that account he is 
ON, | Sy -* \ "Called 
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called 2 quickening ſpirit, 1 Cor. 15. 45. (The le- 
eond Adam was made a guickenins ſpirit, ) that he 
might give Life to all thoſe that are amited to him, 
and intereſted in him. And this ſpiritual Life thar 
we receive from Jeſus Chriſt,is the Life of our Life, 
and the very Soul of our Soul in all our motions 
God-ward, and it becomes the ſpring of our ſpiri- 
rual profeſsion, and of all our movings towards 
God. "The Soul that is intereſted in Chriſt, © is not 
moved by an artificial ſpring, but he doth aft and 
move from a life,ſpring, trom a living ſpring,which 
is the Principle of Divine Life, tar in his Intereſt 
in Chriſt he receiveth;- and this it 1s that puts him 
on; this ir is that conſtrains hin; this it is that 
moves and acts him, n all his bendings and incli- 
nings God-ward. They that are- intereſted in 
Chriſt, they do deſire Chriſt, and move towards 
Chriſt upon a*Principle of Life, fo as they cannot 
be ſatisfied without Chriſt, 1 Per. 2. 2, As new 


. born Babes deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word, that 


ye may grow thergby. The Babe or Infant Goes cry 
after the Breaſt upon a natural Principle of Life ; 
natural Life is the Principle of its crying. So doth 
the Believer move towards, and make atter Chriſt, 


. from a ſpiritual Principle of Lite; and rhat Prin- 
Ciple of Life that he hath recerved from Chrift, is 


the Divine Spring of all his Divine Actions, or of 
his Religious Actings. The Soul 18 not moved on- 
ly upon a Principle to fatisfie and filence his Con- 
ſcience, nor yet to get himſelt a name to live, to 
make himſelf honourable among the people that 
make a profeſsion of Chriſt ; nor- yet upon the ac. 
count of any ſecular advantage ; bur there is a 
Divine Spring in his Soul ot ſpiritual Lite, = he 

ath 
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bath received from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and this 
works up his heart to the frame he 1s in, and cau- 
ſeth him to move towards the Lord, and makes 
him unſfatiched without Jeſus Chrift. Now my 
Friends, bring your Soul-ſtate into an examination 
by this, What change 1s there wrought in your 
hearts ? Do not eye your profeſſion ſo much as your 
hearts. Conſider what work hath paſt upon your 
Souls : Are you ſpiritually .renewed? Have you 
received Life from Chriſt ? Is there ſuch a real 
ſpiritual Change wrought in your Souls as doth a- | 
mount to a New Creature? And have you received 
_ of the Divine Nature from Chriſt? And 1s there a 
living Spring that moves your Souls in all your 
motions towards Chriſt ? If ſo, it argues an Intereſt; 
but if the Spring of your motion be from withour, 
It is a ſign that it is artificial, and not living ; and 
ſo it argues no Intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Secondly, Intereſt in Chriſt mixeth concerns, and 
may be diſcovered by reciprocal ats in a mutual In- 
tereſf. The Intereſt that the Soul hath in Chriſt, 
' 15 never alone; bur the Soul that 1s intereſted in 

Chriſt Jeſus, hath Chrzſt Jeſus intereſted in him ; ſo 
as the Intereſt is mutual, and upon a mutual Intereſt 
concerns are mixt; ſo as Chriſt and the Believer 
have one concern between them : Chriſt is inte- ' 
reſted in the Believer's concerns, and the Believer 
1s intereſted in Chriſt's concerns : The Believer con- 
cerns himſelf for Chriſt, and Chriſt concerns him- 
ſelf for the Believer. 'The Believer is intereſted in all 
that Chriſt is,and in all rhar Chriſt hath; and Chriſt . 
15 intereſted in all that the Believer is, and 1n all that 
the Believer hath: The Believer hath a ream in 


Chriſt's heart, and Chriſt hath a room 1n the Be- 
liever's 
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ſiever*s heart,” The believer hath a propriety in 
Chriſt, and Chriſt bath a propriety in the be- 
liever; faies the Spouſe, 7 am my beloveds, and 
my beloved is mine, the intereſt is mutual. Jeſus 
1s my Jeſus, ſaies the believing Soul : Chriſt is 
my Chriſt, he is my Saviour, and- I have an in- 
tereit in his love and grace, andI have an inte- 
reſt in hislife,in his power, in his ſtrength & ful- 
neſs;and Chriſt,he hath an intereſt in me alſo, be 
hath an intereſt in my love, be hath an intereſt 
in my heart, and in my ſtrength, and in all that 
I bave and am: and the intereſt being mutual, 
mixing concerns, it may be diſcovered by re- 
ciprocal aCts, that is, as Chriſt makes over him- 
ſelf to the Soul, ſo the Soul makes over himſelf 
unto: Chriſt, 1 704» 4. 19. We love him becauſe 
he firſt loved as: he hath ſet his love upon us; 
and there will be a reciprocal acting in the Soul 
towards him, he will alſo ſet his love upon 
Chrift ; Chriſt indeed is the firſt mover, and ſo 
the glory muſt be given unto him, but the inte- 
reſt it is mutual,and the acting is reciprocal. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt he makes over himſelf to the 
Soul to be his : The Soul he accepts of Chriſt 
when tendered, and thar 1s not all,but he makes 
a return unto Chriſt, devoting himſelf unto 
him, yielding and reſigning himſelf unto Chriſt 
to be his, to walk in his wales, Ezrk, 16. 18. 
there you may ſee the actings of Chriſt to- 
wards the Soul, faies he, 7 ſpread my skirt over 
thee, and covered thy nakeaneſs, yea, I ſware unto 
' thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, ſaith 
the Lord, and thou becameſ# mine, 1 ſware unto 
thee ; there the Lord did paſs over himſelf - 
ac 
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the believer, Now there are reciprocal attings . 
in the Soul towards him, Dext. 26, 17. Thou 
haſt avouched the Lord this day to be thy God, to 
walk in his waies, and to keep his Statutes, &c, 
and the Lord v. 18. hath avouched thee this day to 
be” his peculiar people as he hath promiſed; here 
are reciprocal acts, now Chriſtian, if thou 
would make a diſcovery of thy ftate, to know 
whether thou art intereſted in Chriſt ; Con- 
ſider what intereſt Chriſt hath in thee, what in« 
tereſt he hath in thy heart ; what a ſhare he 
hath in thy affeCtions, and what a place he hath 
in thy life, is there a kind of ſacredneſs in thy 
heart for the Lord Jeſus Chrift in a holy reſig- 
nation to him. So there is in the Soul rhar is 
intereſted in Chriſt, Cart. 4. 12. A Gard:in en- 
cloſed is my Siſter, my Spouſe, a Spring ſpnt ap, 
a Fountain ſealed : She is under a peculiar dedi- 
cation to, and reſerve for her Lord, whom ſhe 
hath devoted her ſelf unto, and is as a Garden 
encloſed, Now Chriſtian, if thy heart. lieth in 
common, and there be no ſacredneſs upon it,and 
no ſecret reſerve of it, it ſpeaks but ſadly for 
thee; but where there is a dedication unto 
Chriſt, and if you can find Chriſt intereſted in 
you, it is an evidence that your are intereſted 

in Chriſt, for we can never move towards Chriſt, 
till he firſt moveth towards us: We can never 
chooſe Chriſt, unti] Chriſt hath firſt choſen us, 
It thar thou canſt find thy heart open for Chriſt, 
and rowards Chriſt, it is a clear evidence that 
Cirifts heart hath been firit opened to thee ; all 
ourlove to Chriſt is bur the refletion of Chriſts 


| love to us: ary did nor call Rabori, till 


' Chriſt 
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Chriſt firſt called Zarp. Soas if thou findeſt 
thy heart under a dedication to Chriſt, that 
Chriſt is thy joy and delight, and hath full rule 
and liberty in thy heart, thar thy kearr is ope- 
ned, or #t leaſt opening,and there are outgoings 
of Soul in thee rowards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
It doth argue thar thou haſt an intereſt in him 
and thar he harh begun to draw thee, that h 
barh caft the skirt of his Grace over thee, an 
made thee his. 

Thirdly, Toe Sol that hath an a in 
Chr Jl ts brought under the rulin, pewer of Chriſt, 
fo as he chooſeth kim to be his ont} Lora, That 
Soul hath as yet no intereſt in Chriſt, that de- 
ſpiſeth the government of Chriit, chat refuſerh 
obeJience unto the Scepter and deminion of 
Jeſus Ctiriſt ; theſe you know are reckoned a- 
mong Chriſts enemies, that lay concerning him, 
this 114% ſhall Rat reign over As ; YOU have a clear 
Scripture for this, //aias 63. 19, We are thine, 
How did it appear thar they ,were the Lords ? 
Becauſe i: was implicitely and tacitly aſſerted 
that the Lord did bear rule over them. And how 
did ir appear that they were none of Chriſt's, 
and Chritt none of thicirs? Becauſe he did zever 
bear rule over thems, neither were they called by his 
name : So then, choſe that ſlignr and deſpiſe the 
Scepter of Chriſt Jeſus, and refuſe allegiance to 
this glorious King of Heaven, are none of his 
Subjects, and ſo have no part nor intereſt in 
him : but now that Soul that hath an intereſt 
in Chriſt, is brought under the rule of Chriſt, 
and Chriſt doth exerciſe and di {play an over-ru=- 
ling power in his tieart, that brings him unto his 
toot; 
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foor, and he is enabled to live in a profefſed ſab- 
jeftion ro, the Scepter, and Kingly power. of 
Chrift Jeſus; upon this intereſt che Soul hath in 
Chriſt, his Spirit is ſatisfied in the government 
of Chriſt, he is reconciled unto all the com- 
mands of Chriſt, and he delights in the domini- 
on of Chriſt, and he freely and chearfully re- 
ſigns up himſelf unto the Scepter of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Lord ( fates the Soul ) here I am, rule 
over me. Chriſt never intereſts a Soul in himſelf, 
thar he doth not bear the ſway in its heart, and 
command rhe powers of its Soul, Pſal. 110, 3. 
Thy people ſhall be a willing people in the day of thy 
power : When Jeſus Chriſt makes a willing peo- 
ſe, that Is, diſplays the power of his Grace, 
and brings home a Soul,and gives It an intereſt in 
himfeli, he ſubjects the heart unto his Govern- 
men*, he makes the Soul freely willing to be 
ruled by the Jaws, and by the Authority of 
Chriſt J<ſus ; no laws ſeem ſodeſirable unto him 
as the laws of Jeſus ; no rule, no Scepter ſo plea- 
ſant as the Scepter of Chriſt, and all rhe com- 
mands of Chriſt are choſen by him, as being e- 
qual, righreous, holy, pleaſant, and good : the 
Spiritis reconciled to Chriſt Jeſus in the whole 
of his Goſpel Government over the heart of 
the Chriſtian, 14y Lord and my Ged,lfaies Thomas; 
theſe alwaies go together ; 21y Goa, and alſo my 
Lord. And this particular I ground upon, and 
gather ont of my Text, he is become rhe God of 


m1y Salvation ; how ſhall I know that? He is my. 


Lord, faies the Prophet, will rejoice in the Lord; 
the title Lord notes Dominion and Soveraignty. 
Now the Soul that is intereſted in Chriſt, rejoy- 
| ceth 
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ceth in the Dominion 2nd Soveraignty of Chriſt 
Jeſus; I will r:orce 1a the La, 1 will jey in the 
Ged of my Salvation, The injerence that is drawn 
from this Scripture, for our preſent purpoſe is 
this, that the Soul rhat is Intereſted in Chriſt; 
willrejoyce in the dominion of Chriſt,or doth re. 
ceiveChriſtJeſus as aLord,and as aLord doth re- 
Joyce in, and under him. Indeed there may be 
much weakneſs in his obedience; I don't ſay thar 
.he doth exactly, and roa ritile walk up to the 
rute to fulfill every command of God ; No, I 
know there is a great deal of weakneſs in the 
ſtrongeſt believer upon earth, and through the 
ſtrength of corruption, and the violence of temp= 
tation, he may ſometimes be fovied and born 
down, ay, bur when he is ſo, ſril] his hearr is 
right, and he loves the commands of Chriſt, 
that he cannot come -up to, and he honours 
the rule of Chriſt, and to his utmoſt makes way 
for the ſivay of the Scepter of Chriſt in his Soul, 
though he may be born down by temptation z 
yer hislove rem 14iinsftill unto every command of 
Jeſus, Rom, 7, 25. 1 1ha%kh God throwgh feſus 
 Chrift our Lord ; ſo then with my mind 1 my ſelf 
ſerve th? law of God, but with the fleſh the law of 
ſia, Saies Pax), I am born down, I am over- 
come, bur I don't juſtify my (elf herein, bur I 
bleſs God, ſaies he,thar my heart is ſecured, my 
love doth not abate,Thave not waveda command 
through my diilatisfaction init, I have not been 
diſobedient to a command, becauſe I judged it 
unreaſonable, or were diffatisfied in ir; No, but 
my hearc, that ſtands right for thoſe commands 
that I cannot reach in my life ; wh my mind 1 
I 2 my 
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my ſelf ſerve the law of God. SO Romans 1.9. 
faies rhe Apoſtle, For Ged is my witneſs whom [ 
ſerve with my Spirit in the C.ſpei of his Son: (0 
as You fee the Spirir that ſrar.ds clear, and is urn- 
der = confrent and fall engagement, "rhough It 
may be the lite doth nor diſcover thar evenneſs - 
that it ſhould; wich my Spicir, fajes he, I ſerve 
the Lord. Ir my be ſaid in the cs ſe of the 
temptari:nof a believer, as was ſaid concerning 
rhe Spouſe, 7/ ſl-ep, but ny heart aw k-th; thus 
t is with many « poor Soul, he inay be brought 
into a ſleepy conditiqn, and be ſraggers and 
ſrumbles in his way, he fini!s it ſo difficult, but 
fates he, while ſleep my heart awaketh, his de- 
clentions do rot ariſe from diffatisf.Ction, but his 
love is reconciled tothe command ſtill, 'and he 
honours thoſe precepts that he is rot able ro 
come upto, Now Chriitian, bring your condi- 
tion to this touchſtone, if thou haſt a heerc that 
doth flighr the government oi Chriſt; and if 
thou cenſt nor bear the ſtrict rule and domint- 
on of Chriſt Jeſus over thy Soul, if that thou 
haſt thy exceptions, againſt the Scepter of 
Chriſt Jeſus being liiced up in thy heart; itisa 
fign that thou art not yet intereſted in Chriſt, 
thou never didſt bear rule over them, they were not 
calied by thy name ; Ipray remember that that 
rule that thou deſpiſeſr, is the only ſaving rule, 
and that power hat thou refuſeſe to ſcoop to, is 
the only ſaving power, the only bleſſed 2nd biel: 
ſing power. But on the other tide, if thou canſt 
find chat thy heart is open unto the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as he is the Lord, as he is inveſted with 
all power, as the Father hath given all Avu- 
thority 
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thority unto him, if thy heart be open to him, and 
thou doſt love his Laws in their holineſs and ſtrict- 
neſs, and his Government and Rule for its cloſencfs; 
and it way be made in thy Soul tor the Throne of 
Chriſt to be ſet up, it argues thou art intereſted in 
Chriſt ; for thoſe that are Chriſt's doth the Lord 
bear Rule over. 

Fourthly, The Sous Intereſt in Chriſt may be 
known by the diſtance that the heart ſtandeth in 
from the power and intereſt of his former ſtate that 
Chkrift Fejws oath overturned, The Soul before his 
coming over to Chriſt was under the Rule of ano- 
ther Lord, and was in ſubje<tion to another Inte- 
reſt, to the power and intereſt of {in, and that bore 
ſway m his heart, and commended his life; he yield- 
ed up himſelf a ſervant to fin, and devoted himſelf 
unto the ſervice of {in. "This the Ayoſtie ſpeaks 
out, Rom: 6.16, 17. Know ye not that to whom ye 
nield your ſelves ſervants to obey, his ſervants ye are 
to whom yeobey, whether of fin unto death, or of obe- 
dience unto righteouſneſs; bu: God be' thanked that 
ye were the ſervants of ſia, but ye have obeyed from 
the heart the form of Do&trine which was deliveircd 
zo you. And in 19, and 20 verles you have it a» 
gain, And ſays he, When you were the ſervants of ſin, 
ye were free from rightcouſneſs. He doth plainly 
thew, that they were formerly ſervants to another 
Intereſt ; they were engaged 1n the ſervice of {in ; 
they ated fin as in a ſervice; as a ſervant obſerves, 
_ and reſpeRts, and obeys his Maſter, fo doth the na- 
tural heart obſerve, reſpect and obey {in ; and it is 
his Lord ; it hath the commanding power of his 
Soul; and it is a moſt pleaſant ſervice to the {inner, 
though he will had-it a fad fervice in the latter end; 
| : 2 Yet 
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Yet it 8a moſt pleaſant and.a,moſt delightful fer- 
vice; therefore a {inner's walking 1 in fin, and gratt- 
fying the luſts of the fleſh; is called his- pleaſure, 
the pleaſures of fin ; he rakes pleaſure therein : O ! 
It 13 his meat and drink to fatisfie the Juſts of his 
heart, in gratifying this Lord that 1s over his Soul, 
Now my Friends, your [ntereſt in Chrilt ray be 
diſcovered, by the Ciſtance that your hearts ſtand 
in from the power and intereſt of this Lord, that 
Icfus Chriſt hath overthrown, that is a conſtant 
—_—_ to your m-being and ſtanding in Chriſt. 
And that I may help you to make a right judg- 
ment of your ſtate 1 reference to this particular, | 
ſhall open to you in ſeveral parti iculars, what this 
diſtance is that rhe Soul ſtands in unto the intereſt 
of ſin, that Jeſus Chrait h:th overthrown in the 
heart upon his making over himſelf to the Soul. 
_ Firſt, There zs wp the Soul's Tatercſt in Chriſt 
this difta nce unto ſin, þ is former Lord, that he pro- 
claints war again{ it,and becomes its profiſſed enemy. 
It may be the life of a Chriſtian 13 not ar preſent a_ 
Conquering lite ; ay, bur it is a Conflicting life, 
Rom. 7. 2.3. But T fee an: er Law in my members 
warring againſt the Law of my mind, and bringing 
rne into captivity to the Law of ſin which is in my 
memgers, Weil. there 1s opp: 5 "224 tor oppolition , 
as fin riſeth up againlt him, ſo he riſeth up againſt 
i112 : And as {in upon his Intereſt 3 n Criſt declares 
againſt him , ſo he declares againſt fin, and he 
watcheth it as one enemy wi rcherh the motions of 
another; and he takeih ail wat 65, and ufeth all 
endeavours to foil and bri ng under this enemy, 
Secondly, The oppoſition that is carryed on and 


rmanaged in the heart again(s fur, it is general, It is 
not 
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not mm oppoſition in one part only, but it is an op- 
polition rhat the whole Soul doth engage in, and 
all the powers ot the Soul are concerned 1n it, Ir is 
not only an oppolition in the' Cnlcience, but there 
1s an oppolition in the Aﬀections as weli as in the 
Conſcieace ; and there is an oppotition in the Will, 
as well as in the Conſtience and Aﬀections, and aiſo 
an oppolition in the Judgment ; both the Conſci- 
ence and the Aﬀections, the Will, and the Under- 
ſtanding and Judgment, do all diſcharge againſt fin; 
and all the renewed powers of the Soul eicer into a 
ſtrict combinarion againſt the interelt of ſin. The 
Conſcience that lays loads upon it whenever it ap- 
pears, and the Aitcctions they declare againſt ir, and 
the Will that refolves againſt ir, and the Under- 
ſtanding and Judgment do diſcover ir, and witneſs 
againſt it. 'The oppolicion that 15 made 1t is general. 
Thirdly, In this diſtance that the heart ftands in 
unto ſin upon its Intereſt in Chriſt, the heart in its 
moſt deliberate atings ſtands in an irreconcileablencſs 
znto it. The oppolition that 1s made 15 not upon a 
ſudden motion ; it 1s not upon a paſsion of the Soul 
that in cool thoughts will be called in again ; but 
the Soul in its molt deliberate actings ſtands 1n an 
rreconctl:ableneſs unto it. That the AﬀecCtions will 
never be enticed over to {in again , the Love will 
never be invited over to {in agam ; indeed he may 
be overpowered to fin, bvt he wiil never be recon- 
ciled to ſin more; his Love and Aﬀections can ne- 
ver be gained to fin zgain, but the Aﬀections are 
ſo broken, thar the d ſtance wil! ever remain, and 
the Sou! will alwaies ftznd in, and act upon an ar- 
reconcileabienefs to it, 
Fourtaly, The di anc 
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of the heart unto the in- 
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ereſt 0 of ſin upon the Souls Intereſt in Chriſt, is Uni- 
werlal wnto all ſin. It 1s not only alienated and draven 
from notorious ' and groſs ſins, that make a grear 
noiſe in the world, or againſt ſome particular (ins, 
that his walking in will turn to his diſadvantage ; 
bur it ſtands at a diſtance from all fin, from hens. 
fins, as well as from life fins, from ſmall fins as well 
as from great fins; and from: ſuch ſins as are con- 
natural tous fron Sd 2U10Nn, comp! ex10n,and con- 
Gition, and employment, and the like, the heart 
ſtands at an univerſal diſtance from all {in. 
Fifthly, The d;ſtance of rhe heart from ſin upen 
Its Int tereſt 1 in Chr 1ſt ,05 unto ſit as it hath a Conirary 
mature in it to the Intereſt of Chriſt in him. He doth 
oppole in, not upon a particular, but upon a gene- 
ral account ; he oppoſeth fin as fin, as it hath a con- 
rrariety in 1ts nature unto the Lord, and the Inte- 
reſt and Dominion of rhe Lord in þ13 Soul ; and fo 
he will oppoſe fin waile {in 1s fin, and whilſt there 
35 aliy fin remaming in him. The diſtance that his 
heart ſtands in unto fin, Is 2nNto :t as it hath a con- 
trary nature in it unto Chriſt's Intereſt in him, and 
bis Intereſt in Chrift. | h 

ge xrhly,The diſtance of the bexrt unto thelntere/t of 
fon thaiChr'ſt +. bath cwve-tur ned. 1072 his having an inte- 
reſt in huafeltyc; 15 ſuch as bates fir in the temptation. 
It doth not oniy hate fin when It 15 colmmitted,and 
when Canſcience lays hold upon him for the com- 
mitment of it; but it ſets the Soul at a diftance 
from {in m the temptation, whilſt it is a great way 
oI; and hence we are commanded to abſtain from 
the appearance of evil ; and the Saints they hate 
the appearance 0: evil ;that which looks like a dif- 
putable evil, the Zracions aeart ſtands at a diſtance 
Ep . , from 
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from it, or that which hath a probability in it of 
being an occaſion of {in to him, that will the gra- 
cious heart ſtand oft from ; he will oppoſe fin at a 
diſtance, and he hates and watcheth againſt fin in 
the temptation, the heart ſtands at fuch a diſtance 
from it. | 

_ Seventhly, The diſtance of the heart from ſin is 
ſach, that it chuſeth rather to ſuffer than to ſin> Na 
ir will chuſe a preat ſuffering before a little ſm. Ir 
will ſay, Lord, any thing rather than fin, and no 
burthen will be like the burthen of fin to him ; no 
weight like the weight of tin upon his Conſcience ; 
and therefore he ſays, Lord, any condition rather 
than to be driven upon a temptation whereby I ſhall 
{in ; any thing Lord bur fin. 

 Eighthly, The diſtance that the heart ſtands in 
unto ſin upon its Intereſt in Chriſt is ſuch, as doth diſs 
cover a great relutfancy of ſpirit, and deep [earchings 
of heart upon the invaſions of ſm,and the Soul's paſſive 
captivities by it. Probably he may be toiled and 
overcome by fin, and many times againſt-his will 
he 1s overcome ; ay, but when he 1s fo, he mourns, 
and he weeps, and that bitterly ; he doth not juſt 
fie the fault ; he doth not extenuate the offence ; he 
doth nor hide his tranſgrefſion but his Soul.breaks 
out into mourning by reaſon of it, ar.d that upon 
the paſſive capriv.ties of the Soul by ir, when the 
Soul againſt his willis overcome; he watches and 
he ſtrives to keep 1t under, and yer {in is too hard 
for him, and whether he will or no ſometimes leads 
him captive, and carries him out of the way ; he 
goes mourning into theſe captivities, and he groans 
when he falls into the hands of fin, and when he 1s 
at any time taken a priſoner, "Thus it was with 

oe | Paut, 
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Paul ; Paul had an honeſt heart, he did labour a- 
cainſt {in what he couid, and yet ſays he, I find 
that when I would do good evil is preſent with me; 
and there is a curſed Law inmy members,thar leads 


me captive to the Law of fin, whether I will or no; 


he ſtrove, and conflicted, and watcht, and did his 
utmoſt, yet ſays he, I find a Law, that when I would 
do good, evil is preſent, and I am taken captive,bur 
he groans under it ; O wretched man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ? 
Rom. 7. 24. It was one of the deepeſt and moſt 
forrowful complaints that ever the Apoltle Paul 
made; and thus we find Scripture Saints upon Re- 
cord, when at any time they have been oyercome 
and led captive, it hath been a time of great for- 
row, darkneſs, mourning and bitter complaint to 


them. Now this 1s another part of the diſtance. 


that the Soul ſtands in from fin. 
Ninthly, The heart ſtands (upon bis Intereſ# mn 
Chriſt) at ſuch a diſtance from ſin, that nothing will 
ſatisfie the Scut but the returns of death upon it. Sin, 
that ſeeks therruine of grace, and the deſtruttion of 
© the Soul ; and the Soul that 1s intereſted in Chriſt 
ſands at ſuch a diſtance from in, thar he ſeeks, and 
deſigns, and labours to the utmolt ro hate fin, and 
ro purſue itunto death. It 1s not the pardon of ſin 
that will ſatishe a true Believer, Let me ſay thus 
much, that it you be at no greater diſtance from 
fin than this ; that if the Lord will pardon you, all 
is well, and you will lay down the Cudgels, it is a 
{ign-your heart is not right with Chriſt. If you have 
an [nterelt in Criſt, you will be at a greater di- 
ſtance from {in than ſo, the pardon of {in will not. 
ſatisfie you ; if fan ſhould be driven into the ſecret 
2 retirement. 
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retirement of your Soul, and ſhould there remain a+ 
mong the ſtuft, yet chis will nor ſariche you. The 
Soul thatis intereſted in Chrift,is ſer upon the death 
of {in as1ts enemy ; and that ts the meaning of thoſe 
Scriptures wherein we are called upon to mortifie 
{1a, and to crucifie ſin, that 1s, to deſtroy lin, to be 
the death of ir, Epbeſ. 5. 14. And they rhat are 
Chiriſfs, bave cr acified the fleſn, with the affettions 
and luſts : They are doing of it; fin 18 dying, and 
mortitying,2nd crucifying,and it ſhall be crucified, 
and mortihed, and ſhin, and appear to be wholly 
dead cre long : This 15 that that the Soul 1s ſet up- ' 
on, the death of this body of death, the utter ruine 
and deſtruction of 1t; it will not be ſatisfied thar 
lin is a mortifying and dying init, but the diſtance 
of the heart from it is ſich, thar it wiil not bear 
the being of it : Though it cannor drive out all 
theſe curſed Canaanites, to have the Land ar reſt, 
and peace when it will ; yet it will maintain the 
war, and abide the tield, and never give over till {in 
be who!ly dead. Now I beſeeck you Chriſtians, 
you who are deſirous to clear -your own itate, bring 
your condition to a tryz] upon this head, and ex- 
amine what that dittince is, that your heart ſtands 
in unto the Intereſt and Power of your former ſtate 
which Jeſus Chriit hath overthrown ; examine the 
diſtance that your hearts itand in unto fin, in theſe 
nine particulars: Is the diſtance ſach as that you 
__ proclaimed & engaged inan ho'y war agamit 
it; Or do you only fpeak bainly of fin before 
wi and hide it in your heartz? Again conlider, Is 
the Conflict that- you profeit to be engaged in a- 
oainſt fin, general ? Oris your oppoſition againſt 
4in only in your Conſcience ? Verily a natural war 
W1l 
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will oppoſe ſin thus. A Hypocrite's Conſcience 
may check him for {in ; a carnal man's Conſcience 
may ſometimes wound him for {in, and ſpeak high 
againſt ir, but is the oppoſition from the AﬀeCtions, 
from the Will, and from the Judgment, as well as 
the Conſcience? Do all the powers of the Soul en- 
gage againſt it? And do they all combine againſt 
{19 to bring it under ? It fo Chriſtians, though fin- 
yet live in you,.and ſometimes prevail over you to 
your grief and diſadvantage, yer you are ot the 
better {ide, and have a promiling evidence of your 
Intereſt in Clwiſt. And again, doth your heart in 
its moſt deliberate aCtings ſtand in an irreconclle- 
ableneſs unto ſin ? It may be the oppolition thou 
makeſt againſt fin, 1s only in a paſſion, or only fome 
ſudden motion upon a diſadvantage that thou 
meeteſt with in thy {inful wates ; but conſider whe- 
ther your Souls do deliberately ſtand in an irrecon- 
cileableneſs unto ſin ; and whether your Aﬀections 
be ſo engaged, thar they refuſe to receive this ob- 
ject, becauſe your Souls loath ir. Again, Is this 
diſtance univerſal to all fin ? It may be Soul, there 
are ſome fins that thou wouldeſt pick at, and be 
willing to part with them; but there are ſome 
others that you are ready to ſay of them, O ! they 
are bur little ones; Good Lord ſpare them. Is the 
diſtance thy heart ſtands in to {in,to all fin, to heart- 
ſins as well as tolife-{1ns, to litcle figs as well as to 
great {1ns, to thoſe fins thar are moſt connatural,and 
that thy heart and thy diſpotition doth moſt cloſe 
with? And then again, Is thy diſtance to fin as_ 
fin, as it hath a contrary nature in it to the Ford 
Jeſus Chriſt,and to his bletſed Intereſt in thy heart? 
then the Conflict will be abiding as long as there 
15 
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is {in remaining in thy Soul. Again, How ſtands 
thy heart unto fin in the temptation ? This verily 
15 a diſcriminating Character of a Saint. Thoſe whoſe 
hearts are not rightly engaged, they may oppoſe 
{1n, and ſpeak highly againſt ir, when it is commit- 
ted, and when they have ſeen the 11] conſequents ws 
and eftcEts of it; but do you oppole {in m the temp- : 
ration, when it is a great way off? And do you 
{hun and avoid, and flee from the occaſions of {tn ? 
that which may probabiy be an introducement un- 
to fin ? do you avoid that, and arm your ſelves a- 
gainſt that? This will be an evicence to you that 
you are intereſted in Chriſt. And again, Do you 
chuſe rather to ſuffer than to fin ? Verily this is al- 
ſo a diſcriminating CharaGter of the reality of your 
Intereſt in Chriſt. Another man may chule to avoid 
{in, when he receives a prejudice by it, or when he 
cannot apprehend an advantage to the luſts and de- 
fires of his own heart; Ay, but the gracious Soul 
that is intereſted in Chriſt, it ſtands afar off from 
fin, fo as it ſays, Lord, any condition rather than 
fin ; any burthen rather than the burthen of fin 
any affliction, any grief, rather than fin. And then, 
Do you conſider what reluctancies are in your ſpi- 
rits againſt the irruptions of fin, and the paſſive cap- 

tivifies of the Soul by itz Where the heart 1s not 
right, it wil! have no great refleC1on upon a paſlive 
captivity; upon an active ſurrender he may, when 
he hath fold himſelf to work wickedneſs, he may 
be made aſhamed of his folly ; Ay, but a Hypocrite, 
a falſe heart, will never deeply mourn for a paſſive 
captivity, but there he will ſay, Well, I could not 
help it, it wasnot my fault, and fo will be excuſing 
of it; as the Woman did ; The Serpent beguiled 


me; 
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me, I intended no ſuch thing, I was ſeduced 
and overcome ; a paſſive Captivity bears no 
great ſway in a falſe heart, but an upright Soul, 
he mourns over tin, how paſſive ſever he is in 
the prevailings of ir, when be cannot prever.£ 
ſin, he will mourn over the preyailings of it. 
It will be his conſtant grief that he was led 
Ceptive, and that when he would do g00d, evil 
was preſent with him, and that he is overcome 
when he ſtrives to overcome. And again, con- 
ſider Soul whether there be any thing leſs then 
che returns of death will ſatisfy thee in thy pur- 
ſuits of ſin? for the graciogs Soul that is inte- 
reſted in Chriſt will purſue fin unro death, re- 
ſtraining grace will nor ſerve him, pardoning 
race won't do, bur he will be for the crucify- 
ing of the Juſts of the fleſh, for the mortifying 
of ſin in his Soul, for the vtter ruine and extir- 
pation of it. Now Srrs, if you can find thoſe 
rhings in you, it doth ſpeak for you, and will 
help ro clear your intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus. 
_ Fifthly, The Soul rhat is intereſted in Chriſt will 
prize the leaſt of Chriſt above rhe greateſt ex- 
Joyments out of Chriſt, A little of Chriſt will be 
more to him then a great deal of 'the Creature 
nay a little of Chriſt wilt. be more to him 
then all the Creature; a Jittle of Chrifts grace, 
a lictle .of Chritts love, a lictle of Chriſts Spi- 
rit, a ſmall income from Chriſt, the leaſt love 
token from Chriſt, the leaſt ſaving Goſpel mani- 
feſtation and diſcovery of Chriſt; O ?*cis the 
ſweeteſt diſcovery, and the moſt bleſſed enjoy - 
ment that ever his Soul had: Thus it was with 
David ( if he be the Author of P/al, 53. and 
| Aſaph 
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Aſaph only the Pen-man; ) David at once over-_ 
Jookt his Crown, and his Kingdom, and all his 
Treaſures that he had in the world, and the 
whole world that was before him, and ſaies he, 
Lord,whom have I in Heaven but thee ? aud there 
zs none upon Earth that I deſire beſides thee, Pſal. 
73. 25, And fo the Apoſtle Paxl, faies he, 7 
Count all things bat Groſs aud aung in compariſon 
of Chriſt feſus my Lord, Phil. 3. 8 Chriſt was 
more to him than all other things ; and verily 
Chriſtians, ſo wil] it be wich you, if your hearts 
be right ; a lictle of Chriſt will be more to you 
thenall the treaſures, pleaſures, and the glories 
and enjoyments of this whole world, and you 
will efteem your ſelves more honourable with 
a little grace in your hearts, then with your 
Houſes full of wealrh. 

Now to cloſe, do but bricg thy heart to this 
touchſtone, and do but conſider what it is that 
thy heart is moſt ſet upon, and what it is that 
will ſatisfy thee; if this world, and the comforts 
of it can ſatisfy thee withour Chriſt, thou haſt 
no part in Chriſt ; nay if thou preferreſt other 
enjoyments before a participation in Chriſt,thou 
haſt none of Chriſt ; if thou haſt a ſaving inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, the manifeſtations of Chriſt to 
thy Soul, will be the moſt bleſied manifeltatt- 
ons, O che leaſt incomes of Chriſt will be as 
life from the dead, The leaft love token, the 
leaſt intimation of his love, the leaſt ſaving et- 
_ fect and operation of his grace upon thy hearr, 
and the encreaſe of communion with him : 
Theſe things will be the life, and the joy of thy 
Spirit, It thou canſt find it thus with thee, real- 
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ly and in truth, that a lirtle of Chriſt is prized 
in thy heart above the greateſt enjoyments out 
of Chriſt ; it is a ſign and evidence that chou arc 
intereſted in Chritt, It may be Soul thou haſt 
bura little of Chriſt 1n-thy heart, very little of 
Chriſt bur a little of the grace of Chriſt, and 
but a little of the Spirit of Chriit, and canſt do 
but lietle for Carift ; ay, bur the leaſt incomes 
of Chriſt, they are the ſweeteit incomes to 
thee, and thy e:J9yments of Chriſt are the moſt 
ſatisfying enjoyments, and thy Soul will prefer 
an opportunity of communion with the Lord 
Jeſus before great advantages otherwiſe : If it 
be thus with thee, ir is an evident fign that 
thou art intereſted in Chriſr, and thou may- 
eſt take comfort in thy preſent ſcranding in 
him. 


SERMON VIL 


—— —— 


Pabakkuk 3. 18. 


Tet I will rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in 
the God of my Salvation. . 


__ 


He Propaſgion 1s this, 


Dott. Tat there is enough in Chriſt Ze 
ſus alone, for the Souls full rejoycing and 
rreumph, whatſoever his condition and 
exigency) is inthis world, 


This 
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This. we have cleared to you, and are now 
ppon clearing up of the'Souls ſtate, . that he 
may know whether he hath intereſt in, this full 
Jeſus: We have already given you five particu- 
Jars that may be as. \0 many. evidences of 'a 
Chriſtians intereſt in Chriſt, and ſhall now _n6- 
ceed, 

Sixthly, In the ſixth place, The Soul that is inte- 
reſted in Chriſt, is under an "over-ruling influence 
from Chrijt that ſecures the habitual inclinations 
of his Soul for C brit againſt all contrary InViItas 
tions and drawings. Particular acts are not a ſuf- 
ficient concluſive ground of our ſtate one way 
or another : A Soul that hath no intereſt In 
Chriſt, may ſeem choice and fingular in ſome 
ations and there may be a ſeeming lovely de- 
ſirable ſanCtiry upon him,and aSoul that is really 
intereſted inChriſt,may by the power of a termp- 
tation be drawn into ſume unbecomingadts;ſo as 

articular aCts are no ſufficient round of ; an in- 
tereſt: and if you judge by them, you may ea- 
ily be deceived; bur he that is really unired to 
Chriſt, is under a divine influence from Chriſt 
that ſecures the habitual inclinations of his heart 
. for him, that ſo the biaſs of his heart is to- 
wards Ctiriſt, and the full purpoſe of the Soul 
30 its ſecret breathings and inclinings are after 
the Lord Jeſus alone, ſt may be wheg'the 
temptation comes, he may bealmoſt ſtaggered, 
but yet his heart ſtands right for Chriſt in the 
__ in whom he is intereſted; and though 

temptations may have a great power upon hit; 
bh the biaſs of his heart will winde chrough all 

ns GS unto Chriſt alone ; ; thus | it was with 
Paul ; 
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Paxl; there were contrary drawings in the heart 
of Paul,ind the temptations that he met withal 
from the remains of indwelling fin were very 
great, yet his heart under all ſtood right, and 
the habirval inclinations of his heart were for, 
and towards Chriſt Jeſus, and this was the Cha- 
raCteriſtical note of his in-being in Chriſt, X«- 
mans 7, If, 16, 17, 16, 19, 20,21, 22, You 
may ſee it at large, For that which I do, ſaies he, 
T allow not, for what I would do 1 do not, but what 
T hate, that do 1 : if then I dothat which I would 
not, I conſent unto the law that it is good, &c.. 
The old man ic was riſing and rebelling,in him, 
and- did improve all its ſtrength, and its whole 
intereſt in his heart to draw him aſide; now, | 
ſaies he, at this time when I was under thoſe ſha- 
kings, then my heart was in the way of Chriſt, 
and I conſented unto the law that it was good, 
that which Idid not, was that which I would 
do. And though I found a law in my Members | 
that was warring againſt the Jaw of my mind, 
yet ſaies be, I delight in the law of God after 
the inward man, there is my delight, the incli- 
nations, 'the habitual inclinations of my Soul i 
- were not changed nor turned, but, the ſecret | 
workings and breathings of my Soul are to- i} ; 
Wards the Lord Jeſus Chrift. And thus it was ; 
with David : David had many temptations, and 
rubs in his way, that had like to have turned 


him our of the way, bur yer faies he, Pſal. 119. || | 
26. My Soul breaketh for the longing that it hath | *, 
unto thy judgments at all times, and Pfal,-42. 1, 2\ 
As the Hart panteth after the Water-brooks, | fo : 
panteth my Soxl after thee O God, My Soul thir ; 


ſtetly 


: \ 
\ 
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"Neth fgr God, for the living, God, when fhall 1 
come and appear before him? And ſaies thePro- 
pher; [ſaiah 26. 9. With my Soul have 1 defered 
thee: #n the night, J*6, with my Spirit within me 
well 7 [eek thee early ; : the night ſeaſon was a dark 
time; and it is probable his Spirit was very 
mpch endangered, at that time by tenipratia 

dark times are.. times of temprarion, and. bi 
Soul. ar rhat time was almoſt overwh clmed, 

the conflicts of bis Spirir, with the diviſions jv; 
his hearc, in the -vighic (eaſon. Now ſajes Ne 
when it was thus darkneisabour.me, temptatic 


' on aroſe pon me, With iny, Squl, ſaies he, hay 


I deſired thee. Then did. my heart ſtand cheik 
for. cit, though I could we diſcover my (elf 
as 1.) would : New riſtians; | you, . would make 
a judgment. of your own ſtate; do. you fix your 
YEupon our. hearts, and conſider boiy they 
«299 jecrg ecretly obſerve. the habityal.; ons - 

fiogs. of your, hearts, do You, $. the eipre % 


Is, Aﬀts 11. 23, Cjeave unto ,the Lord with 
Purpeſe, of heart ? Thoſe - that are ek! 
Chrift, 9, with purpoſe of heart cleave Unto 


# th I «fd; There, 15 not, oply ſome good thoughits 


$19 cheir hearts; now ar] then, they . have 
© ogly, ſotne ſcant: .defires after Cliriſt,or ſyme 


{ dep motions pþon their Spirits towards hi, 


the bent of t ci r_ heart is towards Chriſt a 


primes, the WY and .Joogings of .the 
he 


art is afrer Chrift. Now, thoſe that are undet 
Tuch an influence from above, as to ſecure che 


 Habicual inclinations of heir Souls for Ch 


aint. all contrary, invitations and . drawings; 
p iele are ſuch,as have indeed. an ipterelſt inChr 
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13z *-Of Repoxcing in the Lord _. 
and this is the'influence of the intereſt on Chriſts 
part upon your Souls ? _—* 
' " Seventhly, .4 Soul that is intereſted in Chriſt 
38 ſo concerned inthe comterns of Chriſt, as diſhon-, 
ours wnto, and diſhonourable reflettions upon the 
Lord feſus Chriſt bear hard upon his Spirit » My 
| Brethren, the Souls intereſt in Chriſt is a oneing 
Intereſt, an intereſt that makes you one with 
Chriſt, and the Soul will be a fharer and partner 
with Chriſt 'in ' all his diſhonours, in all his 
griefs, and in all his afflictions, Jeſus. Chriſt 
Ipeaks ſometimes of being 'wounded, and of 
being grieved; and of being offended. Now 
the Soul that is really intereſted in Chriſt, is 
offended where Chriſt is offended. The Soul 
thar is really intereſted in Chriſt, will grieve o- 
ver,& for whatſoeyer doth grieve Chriſt,either 
in himſelf or others, he will be wounded with 
that which doth wound Chriſt, and will mourn 
over that which is an' occaſion or matter of 
Mourning unto Chriſt, and doth bear heavily 
vpon his Spirit, that which doth. reflect diſhon- 
our upon the name and glory of the Lord Jefus. 
I remember what was ſpoken of our. Lord Je- 
ſus in reference unto his: Father, and the con- 
cerns that he was oned in, Pſal. 69. 9. For 
the zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me up, and 
the reprogches of them that reproached thee, are | 
fallen upon me, both theſe paſſages are-applied | 
unto Chriſt Jeſus in the New Teſtament,Zobn 2. | 
16, 17. there you'may ſee the firſt pallage apply- 
ed anto him, And his diſciples remembred that it | 
was written, the ztal of thine Houſe hath eaten | 
menp : Jeſus Chriſt you know _— the ! 
em- & 1 
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Temple that-was his Fathers Houſe. of - Wor-. 
ſhip,” and there he ſaw his Father diſhonou- 
red, | there he ſaw his Fathers Worſhip .cor- 
rupted and adulterated, and defiled,. and he faw. 
there great refleCtions - upon his Fathers glory, 

and he was even eaten up with it: his holy zeal 
and paſſion. for his Fathers glory that he was 
concern'd in, did carry him out even beyond 
himſelf tro make him diſregard and neglect him- 
ſelf ; The zgal of thine Houſe hath eaten me up. 
And faies he, the reproaches of them that reproa- 
ched thee are fallen upon me. This you have ap- 
plied to Chriſt, Row, I5. 3. For even Chriſt. plea- 
ſed not himſelf, but as it is written, the reproaches 
of them that reproached thee are fallen on me. Jeſus 
Chriſt fe took up fin, and he bore that fin upon 
himſelf, that was a diſhonour. unto his Father, 
and that was a wound unto his Father, and thar 
his Father ſaid he was loaden and prefſed with, 
as a Cart is preſſed with Sheaves;he took up this 
diſhonour and reproach, and bore it upon hinm- 
ſelf; he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he 
was afflicted and chaſtened for our ſins, the re- 
proaches of them that reproached thee fell on 
me ; Chriſt he came,*-and he mourned over ſin, 
and he expreſſed the ſorrow of his heart, for 
that whereby his Father was diſhonoured ; now 
the Soul char is really intereſted in Chriſt is ſo 
oned with Chriſt,- as he hath fellowſhip with 
him in his diſhonour; and in his reproaches, and: 
in all his ſufferings, he is a partner wich.Chriſt in 
his griefs, he is a "griever wich Chriſt, and a 
mourner with Chriſt, and' a complainer with- 
Chriſt; if there be any thing in his heart, or 
waies, thar do offend Chriſt, he is offended and 

I -, "* 3 diſtur- 
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134 Of Rejoy cing in the " wY Te 
difturbed with rhis as ſoon as he eſpies 1 it, and 
he cannot bear ir, becauſe it offends the Lord Je- 
ſus,'that he is ohed with : and this is thatthat 
makes true Chriſtians walk up and down with 
ſuch {ad hearrs;whar is the matter ? Why, there 
is ſomething that they have eſpied. in their 
hearts, that'is offenſive to Chriſt, and they can- 
not bear | it, and know not how to get rid of it, 
-and there } is ſomething in their walk and con- 
verſation that doth refle& upon the hononr of 
the Lord Jeſus, and their Souls are wounded 
with jt. And asto the fins of others,t bac which 
is arefletion upon the name, upon the honour 
and glory of Chriſt lyes hard upon their Spirits; 
faies David, Plal, 119. x36. Rivers of water ran 
down mine Eyes , becauſe they keep. not hy law; ard 
Teremiah 9. 1. 2, 3. See how the Propher com- 
-plains of that which the Lord doth make acom- 
-plaint of : The ey Proceed from evil to evil, ſaith the 
Lo'd'; and O ſaies he, that my Head were Waters, 
and mine Eyes a Fonntain of Tears, that 1 might 
. Weep for this, Hence the Saints are called Mour- 
ners in Zioh, ind we read of thoſe that mour- 
'ned in the midſt of the Lords People, they 
mourned ſometimes for their own fins, as diſho- 
nouring Chriſt Jeſus. Thus did Perer when he 
had diſpleaſed the Lord, and was ſenſible of it, 
He goes out and weeps bitterly. And ſomerimes 
They. weep for the ſins of others, © that they ſee 
the Lord 1 - ſo much diſhonoured, and offended 
'by the lives and converſatioris of Saints. Now 
by chis make « judgment of your ſelves ( Chri- 
ſtars ) and þring your hearts to this touchſtorie,; 
i that you ſtand at a diſtance from. the.concerns: 
Nd The hotiohr of ah©g _ in the world ; 
k and 
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and you Jook upon the eoncerns of his 
glory as Alien, that you are not concerned 
in ; and the diſhonours of Chriſt you are not 
rouched with chem, they make no impreſſion 
upon your Spirits, truly this ſpeaks very ſadly : 
But now on the other hand, if that you find 
your Spirits in fellowſhip with Chriſt, in all his 
diſhonours, if you find that whatſoever doth 
diſturb, diſpleaſe, and grieve the Lord, is a 
weight upon your Spirits, and that becauſe it is 
a weight upon the heart of Chriſt Jeſus, this is 
\ ſomeevidence that you are intereſted in, and 
united unto the Lord Jeſus. 
 Eigltly, Again, The Sol that 3s intereſted in 
Chriſt is reſtleſs in all parſuits after Chriſt, unil 
it can. compaſs ſomething of him ; Chriſt is the 
center of the heart, and he cannot reſt our of 
Chriſt, neither can he be long ſatisfied without 
him, bur is continually preſſing after a ſight of, 
and fellowſhip and communion with the Lord 
Jeſus, his heart being as it were ſwallowed up. 
with bim; lead him unto other things, and they 
won't atisfy him out of Chriſt ; lead him unto 
ordinances, this won't do, if Chriſt be not there; 
advance him unto all Goſpel priviledges that 
give bim a name and renown amongſt Saints, 
this won't ſatisfy him if he hath not Chriſt Jeſus 
there. Thus it was with the Spouſe, ſhe had 
loſt her fight of Chriſt, and now ſhe had her or- 
dinances ſtill, and her priviledges {till, yer this 
would not. ſatisfy her, but ſhe goes from ordi- 
nance to ordinance, and from priviledge to pri- 
'viledge, to ſeek after Chrift, O ſaw ye him hon 
my Soul loverh ? And truly I may fay of ſuch a 
heart as is intereſted in Chriſt, as ,/olom ſpake 
R 4 in 
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in another caſe, when he was well provided for, 
and had, royal Princely accommodations ,iO ! fays 
he, het i all this to me if I may not ſee the King's 
face ? YI Sam. 14. 32. So, whatſoever, be the out- 
ward accominodations that a Soul, hath that. is in= 
fereſted in Chrilt, Kill he will be ſaying, O !, what: | 
is all this if I Bave not Chriſt? he wilt be reſtleſs in . 
his puffſuit after Chriſt, until he can compaſs ſome- 
thing of 'him. Now Chriſtians, examine your 
hearts by this ; "if that you can fit down with ſome- 
thing ſhort of Chriſt ; if that you. can come to an 
Ordinance, and have no.communion with Chriſt in - 
the Ofdinance, ' and yet are well ſatisfied ; if. that, . 
you can fake up Your reſt jn the priviledges of theg 
Goſpel, without the Lord Chriſt hingſelf, it 1s a VE- 
ry ſhroud ſign that you are, not. yet,antereſted in - 
him ; bur it no Ordinance will pleaſe you, 'where ,, 
Chriſt is not,no enjoyment will fatishe you if Chriſt 
be away ; that Your eye is upon Chriſt in and 
through all enjoynients,” 25 the only reſt and cenzey », 
of your Souls, this is a good ſign of Intereſt. ., + _ 
' Ninthly, In the ninth place, The. Soul that vs 
mn;ereſted im Chriſt, makgs hi fre W ations, and his: | 
reformations in bis heart, which Cprif prezcipally re-" 
fpe&s. He that is united unto Chriſt, logks chiefly :, 
aethe heart, which Chriſt looks, chiefly upon,z and ., 
his great care 1s to have, his heare ſwept,” cleanſed, 
OuUrified, ſandtified, fitted and furniſhed for the Ma» 
jeſty of Chriſt Jeſus: And heart-diſturbapces, and + 
heart- eifÞrders,: are * matters of great grief unto -: 
him, b*G&oe Me" knows that thereby ,Chriſt is dif> ,, 
pleaſed-Yefs Chriſf rakes'up. hi abgge wath the 
Soul rhz&is united ro him. Now Chriſt's. refidenge .. 
is in the-Beaft, and the Soul that is united to,Chgiſt, - 4. 
2% « | <* 2 IO AD k# OY fa Y St : 5 Fs will i, 
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in every Condition: | 137 
will principally look to prepare that Room where 
Ghrift's re{idence is to be; he will be in the uſe ot 
all means to bring his heart into ſome Goſpel de- 
cency for the entertainment of rhe Lord Jeſus; and. 
all that comes from him, it tomes' from rhe heart. 
The profeſſion that he makes of Chriſt, it is a heart- 
rooted profeſſion, and the change of his life ir 
ſprings from the change of his heart, and the holi- , 
neſs and ſanctity that he diſcovers and manifeſts, is 
holineſs fromthe heart. Now Chriſtians, examine 
your own hearts by thts particular alſo ; ſome: pre- 
parationsyou make, ſore reformations you areable 
to ſhew; but are your preparations only life and 
converſation preparations ? are they not hearg pre- 
parations too ® Of is your reformation only a life 
reformation, and not a heart reformation ?. They 
they that are 'nor intereſted in Chriſt, they may 
prepar&and-reform”} but they will look only to the 
waſhing of the outſide of the Cup,and the adorning 
of the outward man, not the inward man; but now 
if your greateſtcare be upon your hearts, and your 
utmoſt diligence ro have them thorowly reform- 
ed, and tg have therh under a heavenly diſpoſe for 
Chriſt, to'make proviſion there, and to be firted in 
the inward man for commumon with the Lord Je- 
ſus; and in all your reformings* you' firſt begin 
there, and carry on outwardly as you are able ro 
ſucceed vinwardly ; This is ar evidence of an Inte- 
feſt in the Lord Jefus Chriſt. | 
'Tenthly , Agairiz*The 'Soul that is mtereſted in. 
Chrif, Iroes not upon himſelf, nor upon his own aft- 
ings, but upon Chriſt umto whom he is juyned. The 
Soul that is brought into union with the Lord Je- 
ſus, he makes the Lord Jeſus his all, and he leans 
w ; . = 
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- 138 Of rejoyeing in the:Lord 
uponAim, and ſtays upon him, ; and not upon - amp. 
thing ſhort of him : Jeſus is full, and he lives upon 
the fulneſs of Jeſus; he comes hungry, and empty, 
and naked, unto Jeſus, to-be ſatisfied, and ro be 
clothed ; he ſtays himſelf upon the merits of Chriſt, 
and he confides in the faithfulneſs of Chriſt ; and 
he leans ypon the power of Chriſt, and he acts by 
theſtrenigth of Chriſt ; he lives in all his whole. 
Chriſtian courſe upon Chriſt. Says the Spouſe,Canr. 
2.2. As the Apple tree among the trees of the wood, 
ſo is my Beloved among the Sons. IT ſate down under 
his ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was. 
ſoweet to my taſt. Here Chriſt was the Spouſe's all ; 
| ſhe got under his ſhade, and there ſhe relted ; and 
ſhe ted upon Chriſt, and lived upon Chriſt ; His 
fruit 2was ſweet unto my taſt., The true Believer can- 
not ſtay upon. any righteouſneſs but upon Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, in whom he 1s intereſted ; as you may 
ſee, Phil. 3. 8, 9. Tea doubtleſs I count all things but 
boſs for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Feſws 
my Lord, for whom 1 have ſuffered the loſs of all 
things, and do count them but dung that may win 
Chriſt, aud be found in him, not haviug my own. 
righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but that which is 
through the Faith of Chriſt, &c. Now Chriſtians, 
examine your own hearts by this alſo; What is it 
that you live upon ? Is it upon Chriſt ? or, Is it 
upon your ſelves? It you can farisfie your ſelves 
with a righteouſneſs ſhort of Chriſt's, that is,a righ- 
teouſneſs of your own, it 1s a fign you are not yet 
intereſted in him ; if you do not go wholly out of 
your ſelves, ro make loſs of all for Chriſt, it is a 
_ fign you are not yet intereſted in him ; if you at 
by your own {trength,and do not look up to Chriſt 
| _ for 
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for ftrength, it .is a Ggn you are your, own wen, | 
that you are not-Fet in Chriſt. ;.and if your greateſt 
" care be not to pleaſe Chriſt, it.15a fign you are not 
yet in Chriſt ; but thoſe that are in Chriſt, they 
live upon Chriſt, they do notlive upon duries, they 
| do nat feed upen bare Ordmances, but they feed Uup- 
on' Chriſt Jeſus, and they truſt only to his righteouſ- 
neſs, and they eye his merits, and:conſider this faith- 
fulne, and at Faith upon bis Othces ; they rruf 
' in him, and” they have reference: to Chriſt ar all 


Z 


t1mes. | 
*  Eleventhly, Again; The Souls that are intereſted 
# Chriſt, will with boundleſs deſires be alwaies preſ + 
Jing after Chriſt, and never- think they bave enough 
of him : Not only will rhey be reſtleſs in their pur- 
ſuits afrer Chriſt, till they can compaſs ſomething of 
him ; but there are boundleſs, defires in them after 
Chriſt, and after more of Chriſt ; a little of Chriſt 
will not ſatisfie a ſoul thar is intereſted in him; but 
though he have a Jittle of Chriſt,he will ſtill bepreſ- 
fing after more, & think all that he bath received is 
bur little; he muſt have more. of him, more.com- 
munion with him 3 and he muſt be brought into a 
bigher conformity to him; the cannot relt with -a 
little of Chriſt, his defires will be boundleſs, thar he 
will alwaies in_ his participation of Chriſt be ſtill 
looking forward, preſfling after perfeCtion, and 
reaching and defigning to apprehend as he 1s appre- 
hended. A Soul thar is intereſted in'Chrilt, hath al- 
waies a rifing, reaching defire in him after Chriſt. 
"This you,may ſee, Phil.3. 12,123,14-. Not as though 
 (fays he) I had already attained, either were already 
perfeft, but I follow after, &c. I preſs towards the 
mark for the prize of the bighCalling of God in Chriſt 


eſt. 
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| Feſue. What an enlarged heart had this nian Paul? 
he was come £0 a very-high pitch in Chriſt Jefis, to 
make loſs gf all for him, and to glory in him, and 
in his righteouſoeſs ; and yet Brethren, fays he, I 
T count not my ſelf to have apprehended. O! fays he 
What have I yet of Chriſt? What have I received 
yet of the Spiriz of Chriſt? O how unlike am I yet 
unto Chriſt !, haw unſuitable is my heart yet un- 
to Chriff! how lutle of Chriſt 1s yet in my heart ! 
Brethren, I count not my ſolf to have apprehended,but 
this aye thing I do, -l am reathing forward, fays he. 
TheSouyt thay, is intereſted inChrift will have noble, 
genuine workings of heart ſaitable to his inbein 
in Chriſt, he ill alwaies be deſirous of him, x, 


preſling after rhaxe of him, never ſatisfied with any 
. be hath ; though he will bteſs God for | 


thing t | 
the leaſt he hath, yet he will not be fatisfied yith 


any thing that he hath, bur will be prefiing after 


more, and his language-is alwaies,Give; Give, Now 
Chriſtians, do you' examine your own hearts by 
this? if you have really an tereſt in Chriſt, it 
will have ſuch an ipfluence upon your Souls, as al- 
waies tp prompt.you on to a prelsing after more of 
Chriſt, to-get further inte him, and to'know more 
of him, and to be. filled. with-the Spirit of Chriſt, A 
little grace, grace enough to carry you to Heaven, 


will not fatishe you, .burt your defire' will be to be. 


made to abound in all grace ; your defire will be 
to be holy as he is haly, and to-be pure 4s he is pure, 
in all mpnner of canverſatios; and you will never 


leave craving and deſiring whilſt there is a corner | 


in your hearts'to fill, and whilft there is room for'a 
hungring and <hirſting deſire tro r{&'in your hearts 


after the Lord Jeſus . New, ifithat you'can fatishe _, 
your ſelves, with. avpething-of Chriſt, arid fir down 


with, 
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with a bare profeſsion of Chriſt, without any thing 
of Chriſt in- your hearts ; if ;you have-not theſe ho- 
ly hungrings and thirftings in your Souls after high 
meaſures, and full enjoyments and manifeſtations of 
Chriſt, it doth ſpeak very ſadly; but. if there be 
| fach boundleſs deſires, as we have told you, after 
Chriſt, it is ſome {ign of Intereſt. | | 
Twelfthly; Again ; The Soal that is-intereſted in 
Chriſt, values himſelf, perſons and things as they are 
#n,*or have of Chriſt in them : He meaſures all per- 
> If - ſons and things by their reference to Chriſt ; and he 
judges that it 13 Chrilt Jeſus -only that makes them 
, 
p 


to differ ; and whatſoever is excellent in any perſon, 
or in any thing, it is from Chriſt Jeſus, and it hath 
no more excellency in it than what it hath, in and 
from the Lord Jeſus ; he doth-not value himſelf by 
his outward enjoyments ; - he doth not value himſelf 
by his gifts, '*and by his natural accompliſhments, 
though they be very great and large ; he doth - not 
value himſelf by his priviledges m- his Goſpel-ſtate, 
but he counts that he is what he 1s in Chriſt Jeſus : 
I am(ſays he) what T am, by- the grace of God; and 
if he cannor efpy the grace of Chriſt in him; he yet 
counts that he harh nothing-; and if he cannot find. 
ſome hopes of -art Intereſt-in Chriſt, he counts that 
, he is nothing ;: he owns and+makes reckoning -of 

himſelf as he ſtands in, and hath reference to Chriſt. 

If Paul would have made a judgment of himſelf by 

his gifts, who! had'greater ? If Paul wonld have 

judged himſelf by his priviledges, who had higher ? 

bur he judgeth theſe nothing ; By:the grace of God, 
| ſays he, I am what I am. And ſo he reckons of 
'W allothers ; the eſteems of perſons as they are in 
Chriſt ; and thoſe that haye moſt of Chriſt in them, 
5 are 
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are moſt excellent; he loyes a, poor mean Soul: } in 
Chriſt, more than the reateſt and richeſt man. in 
the: world ont of Chet Fat any P erſons have niore 
of his love, more of his heart "6 others, it is thoſe 
that have moſt of Chriſt in them. The moſt lincers 
Chriſtians, and the moſt growing Chriſtiatſs; aud 
the moſt upright Chriſtians, theſe are rhe perſonz 
that he moſt loves and values, and delights | in ; and 
as to all Ordinances, he values them: not but. as .bg 
meets with Jeſus, Chriſt in them ;, if. he. finds nar 
Chriſt in an Ordinance, he counts rhe Ordinance a3 
no Ordinance: And if a Lord's Day. doth paſs withs 
out ſame communion with Chriſt, he counts ?ris ng 
day to his Soul. And the Goſpel of Chciſt Jeſus that 
he prizes ſo much, it is becaule ir. is Chriſt's Goſpel. 
and the Truths of the Goſpel, that are fo dear t6 
to. him, that he can vt6nture all for, it-is becauſe they 
are Chriſt's Truths, Now Chriſtians, exanline. yaur 
ſrate and condition by this allo, ; whar is it, that 
_ value your ſelves by.? Do you valye your ſelves. 
y. your bare prafetions? 29 you value your ſelves. 
by your entfargemenK ? \ Do: you value your ſelves. by 
your gifts ? Do you value your:ſelyes by the, name 
that you have amongſt-men?.- Fhol that arg. in 
Chriſt do not value themſelves, thus, :þut by what 
they; apprehend themſelves to þeib, and to- Haye 
Keceivee: from-Chrift-Jeſus.- ,..: «{,..1} 5; + 
.{ Thirteenthly ,. Apain ; The: Squl clus Fr teerefet 
in Chriſh, riſes and falls in its ſpirit, ' aqqording unto 
the fanfbl mavife fations or withe Wirigs 0 Chrif 
In bjs heart ; he rejoyces as Chriſt, doth-appear, a 
he is. ſaddened as, Chrilt doth. Vithdraw, and. his 
Joy-18: coming and going as Chriſt, /Ccoming,, and 
going 1 in his heart; an appearance of" 1 Chciſt _ 
as 
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day in his heart, and the withdrawings. of Chriſt 
makes nifht in his Soul : When there is'a Curtain 
drawn between Chriſt and him, then he is in the 
dark, and then his Soul firs in forrow; then he is 
covered over with mourning ; but upon the return 
of Chriſt his Soul leaps within him, and he is filled 
and ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, 7/a.6 1.10. 
T will rejoyce in the Lord ; my Soul ſhall be joyful itt 
my God, Why ſo ? becauſe Chriſt doth appear,and 
puts on ſoniething of his own clothing, and giveth 
out ſomething of himſelf ro me ; he comes as a 
Bridegroom decketh himſelf with Ornaments, and 
makes me as his Bride,and decks me with his Jewels. 
Now this doth cauſe me to rejoyce in the Lord,and 
makes me joyful in my God, Days of communion; 
and ſeaſons of manifeſtation, they are 'the feſtival 
days that his Soul enjoys, and nothing cauſes ſo 
great a damp upon his heart, as when Chriſt draws 
oft, 'This was feet in David, he riſes and falls in 
his ſpirit, as were the manifeſtations or. the with- 
drawings of Chriſt there. Lord, ſays be, thy lowing 
kindneſs.is better than life ; Ay, there was his joy 
and gladnefs.' * And Lord, ſays he ar another rime, 
thou didſt. but hide thy face, and I was troubled; there 
was his ſorrow for Chriſt's abſence. And, ſays the 
Spouſe, Cazt. 1. 2. Let him kiſs me with the kiſſes 
of bis mouth. By ( kiſs] here, is meant ſome viſible 
manifeftation of Chriſt unto his Soul, fone diſcern- 
able token of his love; Ler hirs kiſs je with the 
Kiſſes of bis mouth |_ for thy love (ſaes my better 


than Wine. | Wine | you know wis to be given 


to thoſe that: were of. a heavy heart by Solomons di- 
rection, Proverbs .3 1. 6. and Pſal: tod.'15. Wine 
Fat makeb glad the heat; of may , and Oil romake 
> Es his 
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* bis f ace to-ſt.ine. $0 as Wine, it is co be given to 
thoſe that are of a heavy heart, It is that which 


rits. Now ſaies David, Lord thy love is better 
then Wine, there is more ina little communica- 
tion of Chriſt Jeſus, then in the greateſt refreſh- 
ment, and heart chearing in the world; for this 
love chat i is better then dag 18 not Ive ſim- 
ply conſidered, bur the effects of love in graci- 
cious manifeſtations, as fohn 14. 21, 22. Hethat 
hath my Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me, and he that loveth me ſhall be lo- 
wedof m Father, and. I will love him, and will 
manifeſt my ſelf unto him ; and faies Judas, not 
Iſcariot, Lora how i3 it that thou wilt manifeſt thy 


was a love of manifeſtation ;, now faies he, Let 
him kiſs me mith the kiſſes of his mouth. Let 
love be manifeſted, 'apd this manifeſting love 
Is better than Wine: O irc will make all other 


ding zround of joy and comfort to his "Soul 
upon the evidence of his love, and upon the 
Tight of his face, and communion with him, 
Now Chriſtians, examine. your hearts by this, if 
thar your joy be determined upoti ſomething 
elſe then upon Chriſt, and if that the withdraw- 
ments of Chriſt don'c cauſe the greateſt ſadneſs 
ento your Spirits, it is a ſhroud ſig ign that you 
have no intereſt in Chriſt : But now where 
Chriſt Jeſus is lookt upon as the very Joy.. of 


ſence; and you are moſt of all troubled af oY 
: | Es 


Is ro make joyful, and to exhilarare the Spi- 
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felf wunto #s, and not unto the world ? This NN 


your Souls, and- you moſt of all Joy In his pre- | 
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departure, and at the hidings of his face ; it is a 
ſign of intereſt. O iris a ſign that thar Woman 
doth intirely love her Husband, thar cannot bear 
chat he ſhould be long abſent from her; and is 
moſt of all pleaſed in his company ; ſo it is a 
ſign that that Soul is married unco Chriſt Jeſus; 
that cannot bear the withdrawrtients of Chriſt, 
and that is never ſo much troubled and toffed; 
and diſcomforted and afflicted in his Spirir, ag 
when Jeſus Chriſt ftands behind the Curcain, and 
refuſech ro make anſwer to his Soul ; when he 
is crying after him. 


SERMON VII. 
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Habakkuk 3. 18. 


Tet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will Jog 
- tnrhe God of my Salvation. | 


\ 7 « YE propoſed to give you ſome notes 


of evidence, whereby .you may come 
to know that this Jeſus is your Jeſus, and thac 
you are intereſced in him. We have already 
a through 13 particulars, and ſhall now pro- 
cced. 

Foarteenthly, The Sol that is intereſted 1#i 
Chriſt hath conſtraining, abiding enaearments in 
his heart unto feſas Chriſt, ſo as no diſcour agement 
Joall turu him off from Chriſt, but tie will cat the 
| £ E _ way 
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way through all oppoſition to come to the enjoyment 
of him. 2 
"My Friends if you are really intereſted in 
Chriſt, and have (upon an intereſt ) raſted 
how gracious the Lord is, difficulties in your 
way to Chriſt will be no difficulties ſo you may 
enjoy bim ;* the Soul in Chriſt will be conten- 
red to be reproached for Chriſt, ſo he may en- 
Joy him, and the reproaches that he meets with- 
al in the way of Chriſt, will-be no great matrer 
ro him, ſo Chriſt and he may keep together. 
You may ſee what was the Spirit of an old 
Teſtament Saint, in Heb, 11, 24, 25. By Faith 
Mofes when be was come to years, refuſed to be 
called the Son of Pharaohs Danghter, chaſing Ya- 
ther to ſuffer affiiet:on with the People of God, then 
to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, v. 26. 
Eſteeming the reproaches of Chriſt greater riches 
then the Treaſures of Egypt. Perfecutions wor't 
part Chriſt, and the real ſincere Chriſtian, but 
chough be ſhall be perſecuted for Chriſt, yet if 
Chriſt and he can bur keep cloſe together, he 
will think all is well, Rows, 8. 25. and ſo on, Who 
ſhall ſeparate ns from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall Tri- 
bulation,or Diſtreſs,or Perſ:cution,or Famine,or Na- 
keaneſs,orPeril,orSword,&rc, Why, ſaies he, we can 
bear all this forChriſi;we can bear tribulation,we 
can bear diſtreſs, ,we can bear perſecution, fa- 
mine, nakedneſs, peril, ſword; Lord, any thing 
rather than to loſe Chriſt, ſaies the ſincere in- 
tereſted Chriſtian, he Will ſuffer lofles for Chriſt, 
rather than to loſe Chrift, Tord ( fay the 
Diſciples) Ie have ft all for thy ſake ; and it is 
faid of the primitive Chriſtians, that zhey ro0k 
, $9. | 
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joyfully the ſpoyling of their goods; let men frown, 
ard letDevils frown-ſtill, the heart ofthe ſincere 
i tereſtedChriſtian will be working Chriſt-ward, 
& he will have conſtraining,abiding endearments 
in his hearr, that will cur*throvgh the* difficul- 
tics of his way, be will be willing to Ioſe'any 
thing rather than to: loſe Chriſt 3 'this-is the 
frame of a Soul intereſted in Chriſt, when he is. 
under deliberate atings for Chriſt. I amſenſible 
that an honeſt hearr by the ſtrength of. a remp- 
ration may; be ſuddenly ſurprized as Peter was; 
ay, butir'wilt be but for a moment, and he 
will riſe again, he wore: quit his: intereſt in 
Chriſt, he won'c-ſell his part in Chriſt, when he 
comes to'refle@ and conſider, Chriſt and he 
carinor live afunder : and his intereſt -in Chriſt 
will have futhian influence/upon his Soul, #s will 
cauſe him'to abide in -Chriſt,' that whatfeever 
he meets 'withal, yer he deſires above all.ro en- 
joy Chriſt ;and will go through fire,and rhrough 
water,if. that be the way, and the only way that 
In the circamftances of providence in divine 0- 
ver-rujes, Chriſt-is to be enjoyed, Ph1l. i. 29. I 
pray mark the connexion there, '1t #5 given td 
hoax to believe; and. alſo to ſaffer', upon the Souls 
believing Is his intereſt ſtruck up with Chriſt,and 
he is ohed: with Chriſt. Now fates he, thoſe that 
believe, that-is,thoſe that are incereſted inChriſt; 
they wall alſo ſoſfer ſor the ſake of Chriff, and the 
ſame power that helps them to belieyc, doth 
alſo bear them up againſt the frowns, and againſt 
_ the diſcouragements that they meer withal in 
the- way of Chritt, Well Chriſtians, examine 
your own ftate by this .particular ; how ſtand 
L 2 your 
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your hearts affected and endeared to Chriſt in 
a day of ſuffering , when difficulties Jook you 
1n the face, .reproaches they are like to befal 
you, loſſes and breakings in your outward con- 
dition are like to come upon you ? Can your 
heartFfay whatſoever comes, O let us have 
Chriſt, Chriſt is more than all; and what we 
ſhall enjoy in Chriſt is more then we can loſe 
for him z there is a conftraining,abiding endear- 
meſit in the heart that is really united ro Chriſt 
that will cut the way through all oppoficion. Ir 
is not thus with one that is not intereſted in 
Chriſt, The young: man-in the Goſpel made a 
very fair profeſſion of Chriſt, and comes and 
pretends to be his moſt forward Diſciple, but 
ſajes Chriſt ro him, can you live upon me alone ? 
and can you ſuffer any thing for the enjoyment 
of me? And will you valuc'and prefer a naked 
intereſt in me before all your poſleſſions ? No, 
Lord, faies he, I have great poſſeſſions ; Whar, 
muſt I forgo all theſe in hand to live uponI 
know not what? and I know not who ? and ſo 
he rakes his leave of Chriſt. And faies the A- 
poſtle, Demas hath forſaken me, having imbraced 
this preſent world: Their comforts, and their 
enjoyments, and their outward poſſeſſions, and 
their outward peace will be more to them then 
all that they ever thought of Chriſt, that are 
not really intereſted in bijm ; but now that Soul 
tidt hath made its cloſe with Chriſt, his heart is 
fo engaged, and he hath taſted ſo much ſweer- 
neſs in Chriſt Jeſusz as whatever it coſt him, 
Chriſt and he ſhall never part z thovgh he be 


ttript naked for Chriſt, yet he will have _ , 
| 0 
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and though he die for Chriſt, yet, he won't give 
up bis intereſt in him, Now examine, your 
Souls by the ſcrong endearments of your hearts 
unto Chriſt, when there is an oppreſliag inre- 
reſt that ſeems to come between you and Chriſt, 
do your atfeCtions then divide ; and do you then 
deliver up Chriſt, and quit four part in Chriſt ? 
By a cloſe examination of your hearts, under 
this head you may come to ſome knowledge of 
your preſent ſtate as to your intereſt. 
Fifreenthly, Again in the laſt place, The Sou! 
that is intereſted in Chriſt, prefers the glory of 
Chrifts intereſt before his own private advantage; 
if you be indeed joyned unto the Lord, then 
the intereſc of Chriſts glory is a ſwaying inte= 
reſc in your hearts, it is a ruling, captivating in- 
tereſt, that doth bind and engage you to the 
glory of it, that the Soul will prefer Cariſts 
glory before any thing of his own, his life will 
be under a peculiar dedication to advance and 
promore the glory of Chriſt Jeſus ; and he will 
be alwaies upon an advancing deſign, to exalt 
Chriſt in his hearr, and to exalt Chriſt in his 
houſe, and to exalt Chriſt where he hath to do, 
and with whom he hath to do : he wilt exalr 
Chriſt, though it be upon his own name, and 
upon his own intereſt, he will deny his own 
name for Chriſt, and will believe for the advan. 
cing of the glory of the intereſt of the Lord 
Jeſus, Phil. 1.20, 21. To me to live is Chriſt, and 
z0 dieis pain, The Apoſtle he ſums up all in this, 


. Chriſt is my all; sf / kve, I deſire not to live 


to my ſelf, but to Chriſt, and zf 7 ae, I deſire 
co die to Chriſt, that Chriſts iatereſt, and the, 
| L 3 glory 


159 Of Rejoycing in the Lord 
glory -of his' intereſt may be exatred by me, 
both while I live, and when I die, Now Chri- 
ſtians Examine your ſelves by this, what ſivay 
doth the glory of Chriſt bear in your hearts? [f 
that you cannor deny your ſelves for Chriſt, if 
that your own names be more to you then 
Cirifſts name, and if that your o*n honour be 
more to you then Chriſts honour, and your 
own intereſt be more to you then Chrifts inte- 
reſt, it is a very ill ſign that chings are not 
right in your hearts: but if the intereſt of 
Chriſt be che ruling, ſwaying intereſt, that you 
are all upon the advance of. the glory of Chriſt, 
whatever become of your ſelves, and whatever 
become of your interef, and whatever you fuf- - 
fer in the way ; yet Q that Chriſt mighe be 
magnified, and O that Chriſt might be glorified; 
Ciriſts glory is uppermoſt in your hearts, and is 
the only intereſt chat you would prefer ; it is a 
ſign that you are indeed intereſted in Chriſt, 0. 
therwiſe-your hearts would never be ſo much 
concerned abour Chriſts intereſt, and about the 
glory of his intereſt, | 

And a little further to help and dire& you ; 40 
but conſider theſe few things. 

Firſt, In ſearching your own hearts for an e- 
vidence of intereſt ; /f Jon can find theſe things 
that we have laid down, in truth, though not it 
high degrees and meaſures, you may be comforted.. 
Many Perſons they wrong their caſe, and (vo 
darken themſelves thereupon, by looking more 
unto the height of rhoſe things, that are notes | 
of evidence, then the truth of them. Now ex- 
amine your ſelves I ſay by the truch. of theſe 
things; 
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.. things ; though you cannot yet find that you 
have overcome temptation, that you have gor. 
Into an holy triumph over temptation, yet if that 
you can had that under all contrary inclinations: 
and drawings, the habitual frame and inclinatj- 
on of your heart is ſecured for Chriſt, you 
may be comforted; though you cannot find thar 
you are able to do much towards the repairing 
of the glory of Chriſt in your place, yer if you 
have a heart that is deeply affected with the 
diſhonour that is done to Chriſt, becauſe Chriſt 
is diſhonoured thereby, you may be comforted. 
Though Chriltians you can find in your ſearches 
but very little of Chriſt in your hearts, yer if 
your Souls are reſtleily carried out after Chriſt, 
in all your ſeekings of him, that you muſt com- 
paſs ſomething of Chriſt, or you cannot be ſatis- 
tied ; this ſeeking, heart and reltleſs Spirit after 
Chriſt is a note of* evidence to you ; and though. 
you cannot live up to Chriſt as you would, yet 
if your preparations and reformations be heart- 
preparations, and heart-reformations, that the 
work is begun, and going on in you, this may 
be matter of comfort to you ; and ſo you may. 
go on to all. che other particulars that I have 
given you; look more to the truth of them then 
to the height and degree of them, if you would 
upon them come to a right underſtanding of 
your preſent ſtate. 

Secondly, 1f upon a ſearch you can find but 
ſame of thoſe 5 6 that have been given you as 
evidential of an tereſt, you my be comforted, 
though for the preſent you cannot ſpeak of them all 
upon a particular experimental ſerſe ; The Lord 
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he ſpeaks unto one Soul by one word, and he . 
ſpeaks unto 3nother Soul by another word, and 


we don't know what particular'word the Lord 
will make- uſe. of, nor what particular of all 
theſe the Lord harh fingled our, and made of 
_ uſe, advantage, and coinfort unto any of you, 
bur if the Spirit of the ],ord hath ſingled our 
any one of them, and given you a hint of inte. 
reſt thereupon, you have cauſe to rejoice in the 
Lord ; and if the Lord hath given you but the 
leaſt hint of his love, and the leaft incimation by 
any word of Grace, of your intereſt, let nor 
this be lookt upon as a {mall thiny. Take heed 
_ of reſuſing the confolations of rhe Lord when 
they are offered to you,remember him of whom 
Ic is ſaid, P[al.77.2.1ySonl reſuſed tobe comfurted, 
* Thirdly, Know this, thar full aſſurance, and 
 Olear evidence of imereſt i is pragually brought into 
he heart; as the light of Grace comes in gras 
dually, ſo alſo does the light of comfort, which 
Is a light unto your Souls to diſcern Chriſt, and 
ro take comfort in him, now the Lord it may 
be at firſt let in a litrle light, as it were through 
the cravis ; don't fer light by this ; thvs doth 
the Lord work, he gives ina little light at One 
rime, that doth as it were put the Soul between 
bope and fear, and by and by he comes in with 
a little more lighr, and then wirh a little more 
lighr,' and ſo gradually he carries on the Soul 
until he hath led him unto a clear evidence, and 
given him a full aſſurance of intereſt ; {o as, If 
you have but yet'the day ftar in your hearts, 
don'r deſpiſe it, if you have yer but the be- 
ginnings of the The of conſozation, don't judge 
Wie Op \ | | Fig 
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this ſmall:though comparatively to what ſome do en« 
joy.it is bur ſmall, yet ler it not be ſmall m your appre- 
henſjons; but know that rhelight of intereſt gradually ' 
comes in& encreaſes. I may liken the light of intereſt 
unto the Prophets Cloud, that was at firft but like 
a mans hand, and it was a great way off, there was 
ſome hope of rain upon it, but they did not know 
what would comeof itzbut this was the beginning of 
ſuck a Cloud that brought abundance of rain, So . 
rhou haſt (Chriſtiany a little lighrythat 18 glimmering 
in thy heart, that ſets thee ir may be between hope 
and fear;well,tet not this be ſmall ro thee, for though 
for the preſent thou canſt not cometo a full afſu- 
rance, yet thou doſt not know what this will come 
'ro ; thou doeft not know what a growing light this 
is, and how much it may encreaſe in thy heart. 

Now . onto thoſe that have as yer bur a little 
l:ght in their Souls, fome ſmall hopes through grace, 
of an intereſt, but they dare not poſitively conclude, 
nor they dare not abſolutely deny ; they have not 
that full aflurance that ſome have, neither are they 
left wholly in the dark ; unto theſe Souls I would 
ſpeak ſomething by way of encouragement, and 
ſomething by way of direction. 

Firſt, By way of encouragement to thoſe that 
have a little hope through grace, and have ſome 
ſmall gliimmerings of their mtereft, and fome bud- 
dings of their evidence, though it'is not yet fully 
blown; let ſuch hearts conſider, 

Firſt, Thar if rhou haſt any thing that is a note 
of evidence,or gives thee hope through grace, any 
| thing I mean that is in truth, know, that though it 
be never fo ſmall, yet thy imtereſ# in Chrift 1s as great 
. as his 13, that dwells m the height of aſſurance © my 

OS: _— - friends, 
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friends,your, intereſt -in Chriſt is not the leſs, be-. 
cauſe your evidence 'of intereſt is very ſmal), 
bur your little evidence that 1s in, truth, or this. 
little word of grace that the Spirit hath ſpoken, 
that gives you ſome hopes about your conditi- 
on, doth give you as full. an intereſt in Chriſt, 
as he hath, that hath the higheſt meaſures of 
aſſurance in this world, The young Child that 
can but run to his Father,and cry Father, Father, 
he hath as full an intereſt. in, and relation to his. 
 Father,as the grown Child that In underſtanding 
and judgment is able to reflect upon, and im- 
prove the relation ; and ſo it is with thy Soul 
in thy union with Chrift, though thou canſt but 
look up unto the Lord, and cry unto him that 
he would help thee ; though thou canſt but juſt 
cry Father, though thou art nor able to im- 
prove thy intereſt as ſome others can, yet if 
upon the leaſt hint of grace from the Spirit 
thou art able to cry Father, - thy intereſt is as 
good, and as greatas that Souls that is able to 
rejoyce in Chriſt in full evidence ; Chriſt is 
yours, and you are Sons,. you are heirs as well 
as others, and you have the ſame Spirit, and. 
the ſame Fountain of Grace to go to, under 
the ſmallneſs of the evidence of your intereſt. 
Secondly, You are under the ſame preſervable, 
maintainable care that thoſe are, that dwell upon 
the top of aſſurance: JelusChriſt doth not take rhe - 
Jeſs care of you, becauſe your intereſt is very 
dark ang! cloudy for the preſent, but his care 0- 
ver you is the ſame ; he 1s alwales opening his 
watchful eye upen.you ; and he 1s alwaies doing 


for you, alwaies defending of you ; ſee what he 
' ſaies, 
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ſales, Tſaiah 40. 11: He ſpall ſeed his flock, like 
a Shepherd, he ſhall gather th: Lamos with his 


arm, and carry them 1n his baſom, nnd gomly lead. 


thoſe that are with young. O alaſs,they are ſcarce 
ble to- believe that they are Lambs in the flock 
of Chriſt, they would hope ſo, and. they dare 
not wholly deny it, but that. Chriſt hath a part 
inthem, and hold pf them, bur It is all they 
can do. to ſay fo bur be it fo, they are under as 
much care as any; He will carry them in his 
arms, he will gemtly lead thoſe that are with young: 
Chriſt-Jeſus in one fingle act doth equally reſ- 


pet all thoſe thar are intereſted in him; be their 


evidence of intereſt more or leſs, clearer, or 
more clouded, | 


Thirdly, Again; The comprehenſions of Chriſt 


#pon the union are not proportioned unto, but do 
far exceed onr apprehenfions of him in the unzon: 
Chriſt doth not ſay, I will be unto you as you 
are unto me, and as you do, fo will I do, ard as 
you be, ſo will I be, and according to your ap- 
prehenſions, ſo will I be unto you ; but he'does 
exceeding abundantly for us above our faith, 
and above our hope ; it may be we can but ſay 
unto him, Lord h2/p ; and though we are ſo weak, 


he will not do the leſs ; bur he will proſecute 


and manage the intereſt on his part upon your 
Souls, though your apprehenſions may be very 
ſmall of him ; you have a very full ſatisfying 
Scripture for this, Ep. 3. 20. Now #nto him 
that is able to da exceeding abundantly above what 
me are able to ath or think, according to the power 
t2at worketh in him © So that Jeſus Chriſts'actings 
towards us, and dealings with us, and compre- 
t ; | hen- 
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hendings of -us are not proportioned to our ap- 
prehentions of him, not according to our faith 
and hope, and not according to our prayer, but 
faies he, he is able to do exceeding abunaatutly a- 
bove all that we are able to atk or think, and that 
according to the power that worketh in him: $0 
that though you .cannot at all times make faith 
of that power, yet that power is working, and 
though your apprehenſions be very ſmall, yet 
the comprehenſions of Chriſt are very great'; ir 
is in Heaven that we ſhall know as we are 
known ; we are fully known here,but our ſelves 
know bur in part. | 

' Fourthly. The weakneſſes diſcovered upon your 
zntereſt,and the provecations given, will be covered 
and forgiven by the Lord Ffeſus in the ſtrength of 
the love of his relation to you, or intereſt in you. 
The Soul that is in relation, is not able in a clear 
Goſpel way to live up unto his ſtanding in Chriſt 
Jeſus, but he oft-times walks very diſhonoura- 


| bly unto his intereſt, and very unbecomingly to 


his hopes of evidence ; well Soul, though ir be 
thus, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will diſplay ſuch 
love on his parr, as ſhall cover and forgive 
all; the Father will not difinherit his Child, 
becauſe he doth provoke him, and becauſe 


he doth grieve bim by many fooliſh and un- 


childlike afts, but the love of the relation, on 
the Fathers part will forgive the Child. The 
Husband won't give a bill of divorce to his 
Wife, becauſe he finds failings in her waies, but 
the love of the relation doth bind him, and in- 
fluence him to cover all her weakneſſes, and 
continue his kindneſs co her; if we have a _—_ 
| ' ber 
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ber that is full of pain, and puts us to a great . 
deal] of ſmart and puts vs much out of order, 
we do nor preſently call for the cutting off of 
this member, but we bear with the pain and 
ſmart, remembering that ic is a member: now 
thus it is my friends, between the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt and you, though there are weakneſſes 
diſcovered in your waies, yer he will remember 
chat you are intereſted in him, and though he 
meet with proyocations.from you, yet he will 
remember that you are his Children, and that 
you are in relation, and that will engage bim t@ 
cover and forgive all; though I ſpeak not this 
to give any a liberty to indulge themſelves, and 
I hope none of you will abuſe diſcoveries of 
grace ſo,, Iam ſure an honeſt heart will nor, 
\ bur for your terrour, if your temptation be 
thereunto, knaw, that though Jeſus Chriſt will 
not proceed in the utmoſt of his diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt you to give you a bill of divorce, yer 
there are rebukes, and there are frowns that are 
as bitter as death, that rhe Soul may meet with- 
al from Chriſt upon his bigh provocations; 
though we don't preſently cut off a member thar 
is full of pain, yet we may ſee cauſe to ſend for 
the Surgeon, ro makean inciſion, and fo verily 
will Jeſus: Chriſt be forced ro doin your hearts, 
that give your felves ſuch an allowance, Pal. 
89. 31, 32,33, 1f bis Children forſake my laws, 
and walk not in my judgments, if they break my 
ſtatutes, and keep not wy commandments, then will 
4 viſit their tranſgreſſions with the rod, and their 
iniquity with ſtripes z nevertheleſs my lowing kind- 
neſs will 1 not utterly take from him, nor ſ»ffer my 
| Jaithſulneſs to fail, &c, Fifthly, 


158 Of Rejoycing im the Lord 
Fifthly, "Know that your mtereſt in Chriſti 
rot difſolvible as the evidence of your intereſt is 
looſable. Chriſtian, ir. may be the Lord hath fir: 
gled out ſome word that#he'hath made uſe of 
by his Spirit to give you-ſume hopes ir, ahd as 
Þour your intereſt in, and relation unto Chrilt ; 
I would hope that all hathinoc been ſpoken to 
you in vain, | but-if the*Lord' hath given: you 
ſome hint by his: word of your intereſt, pothbly 
within a little while all this witt be lott again, 
and thou maift be as much in-fhe-dark;-as ever 
thou wert {ince thou cameſt*into Chriſt ; welt, 
Chriſt will not diſown thee, and'Chriſk wilt hold 
thee vp, that.thou ſhalt never be left ro diſown 
him; ftill chy intereſt 1s ſure in Chriſt Jeſus; 
chough-light is:coming and Foing' int thyi Soul, 
and thy evidence. is ſomerimes coming, | and 
ſomerimes going, yet know' that thy ittereſb} is 
firm and inviolable. | J 
Sixthly, Thy preſent intereſt in, andrelariin mms 
zo Chriſt in a ſtate of Grace;* is a certain'and in- 
fallible pledge of thy futare paſſefſ on of: Chriff in 
glory : Chriſtian, thou haſt nvw-a'i little hope. 
through grace io make much of it, thou'doſt 
not know what is in it : There is not only'mar- 
rer of confolarion in ir, but it'contains a pledge 
of Heaven, and of thy full: poſieftion of .the 
_ Lord Jefus- Chriſt in glory fot ever, therefore 
ſaith Chriſt'; He that believeth on ie hath cver- 
Zaſting life; believing that gives the intereſt, 
thereby the Soul is united to Chriſt ; now upon: 
the union he hath everlaſting fe, he hach: the 


pledge of it, his union is the pledge of "It , and 
- Ne 
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- he is reſerved for eternal life, and he is going 
on to perfeQion, to enjoy eternal life. The Lord 
is in grace and by grace fitting of him for a 10> | 
rions* enjoyment of himſelf for ever ; now 
theſe things are for thy comfort in thy preſent 
condition, whileſt the light 'of evidence is but 
olimmering in thy heart. : 

Secondly, Some few things "briefly I ſhall 
give you by way of direCtion. 

Firſt, Have you 'the leaſt intimation of the 
Lords lowt to you, and of yonr ſtanding in his love, 
be thank fal ſer theſe ſmall appearances of light its 
your Souls, I ſay be chankful Chriſtians ; there 1s 
a great deal in a licfle and ſmall. word of evi- 
dence, or in a ſmall word” bf 17 Therefore 
rake every hint that the Lord gives; and wear It 
with thankfulnefs, bleſs his na) efcrir, that. Is 
the way to have. ir encreaſed; # 

Secondly, Joy and triumph in the Loyd, upon 
the preſent evidence that you have; lroig up to 'it© 
I fay live up to the light that yop have, in'a 
holy joy,and rejoycing in Chrift Jeſus, get into 
the Prophers' Spirir, and into his frame here in 
the text; To joy in the Lord,and torejjce int the 
God of your Salvation, and learn' Chriſtian to 
live up unto a ſmall meaſure of afſurance, and 
thatis the way to have a greater, 

Thirdly, Acknowledge all ſenſe of vel to be 
given forth in a way of grace ; 1 fay acknowledge, 
that not only the grace of your union, bur alfa 
the light and comfort of your union is diſpenſed 
in a'way of free grace; The Lord is pleaſed ro 
give out all manifeſtations of intereſt in Chriſt 
ina way of grace, 70hn 14. 22, Judas JS 

im, 
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him, 20t Iſcariot, Lord, how 3s it that thou manifeſteſt 


thy ſelf unto us, and not unto the world? He muſt 
ſpeak this upon a reflect act, or elle he coyld not 
ſpeak with that confidence z Lord, that thou haſt 
manifeſted thy ſelf to us, and not to others, this is 
ro be acknowledged unto free grace. 

Fourthly, Have you alittle light of your Intereſt ? 
do you gather mn upon Chriſt from that little that you 
have for more? Chriſtians, though you have bur a 
| litclelight for the preſent, and are weak in afſurance 


for the preſent, yet there 1s a full meaſure of afſu- 


rance to be given out : There is not only the Sou's 
comfort from a reflect act, by the light of the Lord 
upon his own grace that is wroughr, but there is 
the immediate "Teſtimony of the Spirit that is ready 
to be given out, which is a Witneſs not argumen- 
tative, or in a way of argumentation, bur it 1s a 
Witneſs and Evidence that is given in by, and in 
the immediareneſs of his own preſence in the heart 
of the Belieyer,. Rom. 8. 16, The Spirit it ſelf bear- 
eth witneſs with our ſpirits, that we are the children 
of God : He bears witnefs in ſome immediate aCt 
10 the Soul. It is clear undeniable, foul-fatisfying, 
Divine Teſtimony, that the Spirit gives ini the Soul, 
that reſolves all its doubts; and clears his whole Ins 
tereſt, and ſertles him inthe full enjoyment of the 
Lord Jeſus,and enables him to a&t upon ir. And then 
Fifthly and laſfly, Hawe jou a little evidence of 
your Intereſt for the preſent ? Chriſtian, do you im- 
prove this little unto the comforting of your Souls wn 
Chriſt in all (traits, and unto a living upon him in all 
the neceſſities of your preſent condition * Jeſus is 
yours, and you ate intereſted in him ; the Lord hath 
given you fome little hope of rhis;this hope throught 
| grace 
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grace Chriſtians,ſhould be improved by. you; upon 
all occaſions you ſhould run out unto the Lord Je- 
ſus, and have recourſe to him, and venture upon 
him; you ſhould glory in him, and live upon his 


Fad 


fuineſs, and rely upon his power and faithfulneſs : 
Teſs that is ſo full is your Jeſus ; and Jeſus that is 
fo free is your Jeſus ; and Jeſus that. 1s fo faithful is 
your Jeſus; you have ſome fight of this, and ſome 
hope of this through grace; the Lord now expects 
that you ſhould came and live upon him in all 
conditions, and . comfort your Souls in him in 
all diſconfolations, when you are weak, and when 
you are tempted, and when you are tryed, and 
when you meet with diſcouragements from with- 
our, then to retire to the Lord Jeſus, and act Faith 
upon him. | 


De ES —— ——_ 
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Eabakkuk 2 1 g 


Tet T will rrjoyce in the Lord, I will joy in 
the God of my Salvation. 


] Shyl now proceed to help and direCt thoſe 
- Souls that are avle to reflett upon their own In- 
tereſt and ſtanding in Chriſt,that they may live up- 
on Chriſt, and glory in him in all conditions, and 
under all changes of Providence, that though they 
have none elſe, though they have nothing elſe in 
this world but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to live upon, 

 *--M their 
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their hearts may be full of joy and comfort. And 
before I come particularly to ſpeak unto this, I ſhall 
premiſe and propoſe ſeveral confiderations that may 
help to clear the way to what we deſign to ſpeak 
to, and to encourage your hearts unto a living upon, 
and plorying in Chriſt, when you have nothing 
elſe to rejoyce in. | 

Furſt, Conſider that all the comforts of an outward 
condition are held at great uncertainties,and continued 


at the ſoveraign pleaſure of the great diſpoſer of Hea- 


ven, The Lord hath not fixtus unchangeably mn. 
the enjoyments and comforts of an outward ſtate, 


but he reſerves a ſoveraign power in his own band' 
to remand from us whar at a time he was pleaſed 
rocommand down upon us. And all the comforts 
of an outward condition they are mutable, and we 
ap: expoſed unto a variety of changes of condition 
in this world. All our outward comferts they are 
expoſable unto the ſpoil ; and the very foundation 
of our Joy in this world isavertable : He that hath 
to his own apprehenſion a mountain that ſtands 
{trong, that he thinks can never be moved, 1s ex- 
poſed to the ſoveraign alterations of the great Ru- 
ler of Heaven,that he may have his mountain over- 
turned in a moment ; and he that 1s lifred up on 
high, and ſeems to himſelf to be ſo upon the ad- 
vance, that he ſhall never fall : The Lord can ſud- 
denly like unto Fob, lay him in the duſt. We are 
full one day, and the Lord may empty us before. 
the next; we are rich to day,and we may be poor 
before to morrow ; we are comforted to day on eve- 
ry ſide, and we may be lefr naked, deſtitute and 
broken before to morrow : As to our Stocks, they 


are loſable and ſpendable ; and as to all Lands and 
= : Inheri- 
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Inheritances, they are faleable and morgageable; 
uncertain riches, they make to themſelves wings and 
flce away ; they have the wings of fire,or the wings 
of Thieves,or the wings of this providence, and the 
other to flee away with. "The Lord he ſuffers one 
man to run away with ſo much of ſuch a man's 
eſtate, and ſuffers a 1other to run away with ano< 
ther part of . his eſte, that thoſe that were rich 
are ſoon made poor ; and as to your relations that 
you at preſent take comfort in; now they are, and 
anon they are not, Parents, Children,Friends,Cora- 
forters, Counſellors, they die away from us, and we 
ſeethem; and we know them no more for ever ; 
and which of you that are here in the Lord's pre- 
ſence, that may not {it down & weep over your bro- 
ken pitchers,and fay,' This once I had, and that once 
I had, but now I have irnot ; once I was full, bur 
now I am empty ; once I was lifted up.on high, 
but now I am brought down very low ; once I 
was 2 lender, but now I am a borrower ; once I had 
molt comfortable relations, none happier than ], in4 
tender Father,in a loving Yoke-fellow,ina defirable 
Child,ina faithful Friend; but now it 18 quite other- 
wiſe, they are all like Fonab's Gourd that grew up 
and wizhered on a ſudden. This you may ſee in the 
verſe before the Text ; the Figg tree that blofſoms 
not, the fruit of the Vine, and the labour of the 
| Olive they fail, and the Fields yield no meat; the 
Flocks are cur cff from the fold, and there is no 
herd in the ſtall. The'Lord you ſee hath given us 
but a weak tenure to all theſe outward enjoyments, 
and he maintains a Soyetaignty over every comfort 
thar he is pleaſed to beſtow upon us, that ſo we 
&iall hold all that we have in this wotld at great 
—M 2 tincers 


Fa 4 "FLO 
4+ CE ">. ” 7 PITS; ods 
bp - > EO SH GIS> 7 
"2 - fe Be Apo 
#-. - 


"9 ”,® þ 
- 


1 04: Of Rejog CIHg in the ay ps 


uncertainties, and muſt day by day ſtand to the al; 
lowance of the great diſpoſtr of Heaven, who will 
ſometimes give, and will ſometimes take what he 
hath given. | 
Secondly, The Lor 4 Tefrrs Chriſt 15,and hath what- 
ſoever the Scripture hath {aid,and much more than we 
are able to conceive of him, in our largeſt and utmoſt 
apprehenſions* He is, and he hath, according unto all 
Old Teſtament Prophecies and Predictions in the 
utmoſt Expoſition that can be made of them, in the 
largeſt extevt, and he 1s, and he hath according to 
the utmoſt word of the revclation that is made of 
him m the New T*«ſtament; and you are not able 
to conceive and apprehend what he 15, and what he 
hath in the conſidering of the Scripture cxpreſſions 
that are made uſe of to fer him forth unto you. You 
cannot meaſure Chriſt by your thoughts and imagi- 
nations ; but when you have conceived all that you 
can, Chriſtis more, and Chriſt hath more than you 
are able to apprehend ot him. The Scripture tellsus, 
that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath a fulneſs of grace in 
him ; now you are not able to apprehend whart this 
fulneſ of grace is; it is an infinite fulneſs, and you 
are not able to comprehend it in your finite 
thoughts, how comprehenſive ſoever they are. "The 
Goſpel tells you of the cutgoings of Chriſt's beart un- 
20 ſinners, but you are not able to apprehend,nor to 
meaſure what is the love of the heart of Chriſt to 
poor {inners ; but when you have conceived never 
fo much of his love, there is more ſtill than you are | 

able to grapple. The Scripture tells you of a great 

power that 1s in Chriſt ; conceive never ſo much of 

his power, what it 1s that he 1s able to do for you, 

iti a ſtrait, and how wonderfully he is able to _ 
there | 
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there is yet a greater extent in the power "of Chriſt 
than your apprehenlions-can reach. The Goſpel tells 
you of an Al/Fulneſs, or an Allnefs that is in'the 
Lord Jcſus Chriſt ; Sum up all thar you can think 
of, and all.thar the Scripture can help.you to con- 
ceive of, to., add unto this Allneſs of Chats ,and yet 
behold;you. are not able tq tell what his All 15; you 
may ſoon tell what your All is, or you. may tell 
what anothers A|] 1 15, what a great man's All i is, or 
what a Prince's Al! ; i3, Of what a Kingdom” 5 All 1s, 
bur you cannot tell whar Chris Al. iu ; but when 
you have thought and conceived, when you have 
dived and reached until you are weary, ſtill the 
grace,the power,the love,the fulneſs of the Lord Je 
{us 15 above your reach, and there is more than ever- 
| entered into, your hearts to conceive of him., [This 
| you have,, 1{a.5 5.9 9. For my thoughts are not your 
| thougbts, neither are your waies my waies, ſaith the 
Lord ; for as the Heavens are higher than the Earth,ſo 
are my waies hig her than your waies,and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. See how the Lord tells us that 
heis advanced above all our imaginations of him, 
Now the thoughts of Chriſt's heart are al waies to- 
wards us, and alwaiesproportioned unto the fulneſs 
that he hath received : Now, fays he, My thoughts 
are not like to your thoughts; - you thought that I 
could relieve only in ſuch a cale, or I could help 
only in ſuch a ſtrait ; you thought I could do thus, 
and that I could do thus, and dono more ; but alas, 
ſays Chriſt, you are miſtaken ; there is as oreat a di- 
ſtance between my thoughts and your thoughts, as 
there is between Heaven and Earth : : ſoas the ful- 
nels of Chriſt Jeſus is a moſt plorious and blefled 
"agg enough for all your Soul's relief, and to 
pare. M 3 : Thirdly, 


al. ao I. ED. ns Fr is. 2H 4 * 


166 Of Rejoycing in the Lord 


, 4 tas n 
$45 q 123: ce be ran, 5 
bo, * Þ fy $ $6 £4 : © "> 1 
at: 0 % ” Y % A & - vb V2 : ? 


Thirdly, Chrift*s fulneſs of grace # alhwaies ſubs 
jeftively and objetively the ſame. 
Firſt, It is alwates ſubjeFtvely the ſame. Chriſt's 
Spring 1s not a riſing and a falling Spring, bur the 
* waters of it are alwaies of the ſame depth; the wa- 
ters of this Fountain do not admit of an'ebb and of 
a flow, but they are alwaies at one and the fame 
height. Chriſt hath not a more and a lefs ; his ful- 
nefs will not admit of an augmentation and a dimi- 
mition ; but notwithſtanding all the overflowings 
of the fountain,ſti!l iris a tountain-fulneſs; notwith: 
ſtanding all the ftr-2ms that have run from it, ſtill it 
3s asfull as ever;notwithſtanding all the thouſands of 
Souls that Jeſus hath relieved,and empry hearts that 
Jeſus hath filled, ftill hens as full of grace as ever,as 
Full of mercy as ever: There is no leſs in this fountain 
as it is fubjectively confidered,upon all rhat he hath 
given and diſpenſed ; bur he is as rich in grace, and 
there is as great a plenty in him,as there was when he 
firſt opened his fountain unto finners,Co/. 7.1 9. For it 
bath pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſi 
dwell: There it doth alwaies abide, and the fame 
fulneſs without change, ' the ſame fulneſs withour 
diminution. That fulnefs that God placed in his 
Son, there it doth abide in the glory of its utmoft 
height, Heb. 13. 8. Teſs is the ſame yeſterday, to 
day. and for ever. 'Fhis 1s that .that is faid of your 
Jefus, his fulneſs was a great fulneſs at firſt ; why, he 
s the ſame to day ; ſpend Chriſtians what you will, 
and draw out of the fountain what you can, it will 
. beas full to morrow as it is to day; Tefterday, to. 
day, and the ſame for ever. | e 
Secondly, Chrifts fulneſs is alwaies objeftrvely 
the ſame unto all thoſe that do poſſeſs it ; the _ 
_ that 
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that hath an intereſt in Jeſus once, hath an inte- 
reſt in him for ever : and the Soul that is once 
admirted unto the fountain of Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall 
never be debarr'd more; you have not a com- 
ing and a going intereſt, an intereſt that is to 
_ day,and may be taken away to morrow; indeed 
your outward comforts they are loſable com- 
forts, and your outward blefſtings are ſpendable, 
God may give you much today, and you may 
have nothing of all that much ro morrow ; but 
it is not ſo here; you are not intereſted in Chriit 
ro day, and dif-intereſted in him to morrow ; 
bur once intereſted, and for ever intereſted ; not 
gracious now, and graceleſs by and by,bur your 
intereſt In the grace of Chriſt 1s an everlaſting 
intereſt ; and you have the immutable fulneſs 
of the Lord Jeſus ever to go unto, whatever 
your ſtrait is, having once an intereſt given you 
in him; the Lord doth not give you a part in 
himſelf, and then take away that part,but Chriſt 
once yours, Is for ever yours, and your foun- 
tain falneſs none ſhall ever be able to rake from 
you, nor to deprive you of, ſo as if thou haſt 
once Chriſt to go unto, thou haſt alwaies Chriſt 

to go unto; and if thou doeft once diſcern thy 

intereſt in Chriſt upon good and Goſpel fubſtan- 

tial grounds, thou mayeſt alwaies glory in the 

Lord, that thou art once intereſted in. 

Fourthly, All Saints have the ſame feſus ta 
live upon, and the ſame ſulntſs of Feſus in all its dis 
menſions togo unto; The Lord hath not given 
one believer a greater propriety in himſe!f then 
he hath given another; neither hath one a ful- 
ler way prepared for-him of going unto Chriſt 
hs M 4 than 
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than another hath ; the ſame Jeſus that Abrg 
ham had to do with, and did live upon, 1s lit 
common for.cvery Son and Daughter of A5ra- 
ham ; and the ſame fulneſs of Jeſus rhat Abra- 
ham had, you have in all is dimenſions the 
Lord did not open a Fountain unto Abraban 

and open only a ſtream urto you, but if you be 
a Son or Daughter of 4braham, you bave the 
ſame great Ocezn to go unto in all its fulneſs 


that Abrahanz had, you have the ſame merits tg 


implead that Alrabam had ; you have the ſame 


blood ro be waſhed in, and to waſh | in, that any 
other believer hath ; "and you have the fame: 


great and precious promiſes to apply that ano- 
ther believer hath ; one believer cannot Ly a 
challenge upon this promiſe, and ſay it is mine, 
and not yours ; but *cis yours as well «s his, the 
fame Fountain in all its dimenſions you have to 
5s unto in all your ſtreights, that another be» 


iever bath ; and therefore if you-have not thar 


ſtrength, if you have nor that grace, if you 
have not that riches,if you have nor that fulneſs 
thar another believer hath,you muſt blame your 
felves and not Chriſt, for be offers himſclf alike 
- unto all, and diſcovers and holds forth as. Foun- 
tain alike unto all. 

' Fifthly, There is a vaſt diſproportion between 
your creature boſſes, and your gains and enjoyments 


i Chriſt; your loſſes in the creature they are ' 


bur ſhadows, and nor ſubſtance; there is an emp- 
rineſs in the fulleſt outward condition, take it as 
an outward condition, and there is a. bitterneſs 
in the ſweeteſt outward enjoyment, and the lof- 
ii that you can Mmcet Withal 1 in this world, they 
$6 74, 7, | +. 7. 
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are only ſuch as reach and concern an animal life; 
but now there is more in a lirtle of Chriſt Teſts; 
chen there is in a greatdeal of the Creature,nay 
in all creature enzoy ments, ſy as whatſoever 
the loſs is that you meet withal in the crea- 
ture, a little of Chriſt Jeſus wilt make it ups 
he leaſt gift of Chriſts right hand dorh far ex- 
ceed all the gifrs of his left hand,and one draught 
of the water of the vpper lorings is more then 
all che waters in the netiier iprings, ſo as rhough 
chou meeteſt with ſore loſſes, and great blows 
and breakings in the ourware m3n, yet know 
that alittle of Carift will till up thy Soul,-rhar 
there will be no wanr,wharſocver thou hat Toft: 
It may be Chrittian, hat the Cieature that thow 
haſt loſt, would bave.becn enzoyed to thy diſad- 
yantage, if jt had ſtill been kepr in thy hand; it 
may be it had been'to the loſs; 'to: the hure of | 
the poſleflour : but now Jeſus Chriſt is alwaies 
enjoyed to the advantage, and Chriſt "Jeſas-is 
ſuch an advantage as will anſwer all loſing difſ- 
advantages, ſo bs Chriſtian, be not overmuch de-' 
jected ax the paſſing away. of the Creature,when' 
there is {till enough in Chriſt ro make up che loſs 
that thou haſt ſuſtained, | 
Sixihly, The joy that 1s arawn from Chriſt de- 
pend, nar xpor ſenſible things, bat lives in the Soul 
when all outward coraſorts a are gone : you may as: 
to the world be an undone man; broken in your 
outward eſtate, and yer your Joy none can take 
' from you, but now whatfoever you have in the 
Creature, if you have nor Chriſt! with the 
creature, you have no ground of joy, fo as; 
Chriſt he is alwaies a ground of joy whether. 
the Creature be abſent or preſear, bur theCrea- 
; | Lure 
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ture is never ſo without Chriſt ; do but conſid. 
er the Apoſtle Pal, he had an incereſt in Chriſt, 
and he glories in his intereſt when he had no-+ 
thing elſe, Kom.5. 3. We have peace with God, 
faies he, through onr Lord feſns Chriſt, and we re- 
Joyce in hope. of theglorg of God 3 and now faies 
he, we glory in tribulation ; we are ſpoyled in 
our goods, and we are fore broken, and left ſor. 
rowtul, and deſolate, and forſaken as to outward 
ſupports, and ſupporters, and yet ſaies he in the 
midſt of all we glory in tribulation; or if you 
will according unto another Scripture ; we are« 
faies he, bat as ſorrowful, and but as poor, 2 Cor, 
6. 10. For indeed we make many rich, we have 
grace, and abundance of grace in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and we are In no want : Paxland S:las, Atts 16, 
26, they were in Priſon, and in the Stocks, and yet h 
behold, at midnight they break ont in ſinging prai- ih c 
ſes unto God ; their hearts were full of joy when c 
' they had nothing of the Creature in their hands; , 
and thus did the Prophet in the text ; there 
comes a famine upon all his ourward comforts, 
that behold he had nothing to Jive upon, and 
et will I reqoice in. the Lord; we have all in 
him, (fajes he) when we have nothing out of 
him : Joy that is drawn from Chriſt fhall abide 
in the Soul, when all viſible creature ſupports 
ſhall fail; though his entertainment in the world 
be very mean, and his outward burthens be very 
great, and his poverty very prefſing upon his 
outward man, yet the Soul that hath an intereft 
in Chriſt, will joy, notwithſtanding all this. 
Seventhly, Again ; The Lord feſns Chriſt in 
bis Goſpel ſulneſs of grace is under an indiſpenſole 


obl at 


in every Condition. 178 © 
bligation to diſpenſe that grace, that as the preat 
/ ficer of Hezeven he bath received the charge of .. 
he falneſs of Chriſt Jeſus, it is a common ful- 
neſs, it isa fulneſs for all believers, and Jeſus 
Chriſt doth nor live and ſpend upon the fulneſs 
of grace that he hath received ; but he diſco- 
vers it to the Saints that they may have ir to 
live upon; and he heth-under indifpenſible obli- 
rations to diſpenſe it ta thoſe that come unto 
Jim, and Jeſus Chriſt will nor debar any Soul 
Mir comes unto him for ſpiritual relief; he is 
Fngaped in faithfulneſs unto his Father to relieve 
thoſe thar come, and he muſt deny his office, 
( which he can never do ) ſhould he not do ir, 
for the Father hath entruſted him with grace, 
thit he might diſpenſe it, and he hath given 
him his fulnefsthat he might communicate of his 
fulneſs to thofe that are in want, Pſal, 68, 18. 
Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led Captivi- 
ty Captive, thou haſt receiy:d gifts for men ; Jeſus 
Chriſt he hath received great gifts from his Fa- 
ther; he hath received grace- gifts & office gifts, 
and he hath received perſonal gifrs ,and all theſe 
gifts that he hath received,theyare for men, and 
t Cor,3.21. All is yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, 
or Cephas,or the world,or thingspreſent, or things 
to come, all is yours ; all that Chriſt hath recet- 
ved from his Father, or is ordamed to diſpenſe, 
he muſt diſpenſe, and he will diſpenſe, /ſaiah 
61,T. The Spirit of the Lord God is npon me, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath anginted me to preach good'tie 
' dings to the mech, he hath ſent me tobind up the 

broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the Captives, 

and ths opening of the priſon doors to them that 


are 


* 
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are bound, &c. faies Chriſt, there is a poor - Soul 


that [ muſt deliver, and there i is a wounded heart: 
that I muſt heal, and there is a bruiſed reed that, 
I muſt bind up, and there is one weak in grace) 
char I muſt ſtrengthen, and why/muſt 1.do-ir?, 


Why ſaies he, / am anointed to do this z.the Fa- 
ther hach commiſſionated him to do this, he 
hath ordained him hereunto, and he muſt, deny 


his ordination, and refuſe the office that he is'to. 


att in, ſhould he refuſe a poor Soul, and not-give 


liberally ro thoſe that come to him, Zohn'6.27.. 
Labour not for the meat that per! ifherh, but for that. 
meat that enaureth to everlaſding life which the San 


man ſball give unto you, for him hath God-rhe 
Father Sealed; in theſe expreſſions are diſcove= 
red the great 'bleflings of the Goſpel rhat are 
diſpenſible by the hands of Chriſt ; now-go-un- 


to Chriſt Jeſus, if you be hungry; if you be 


thirſty go unto Chriſr Jeſus ; if you be naked 
go unto Chriſt Jeſus, if you be empty z why? 

will he bleſs ſuch-an one as lam?will helook up- 
on ſuch an one asI am? yes,ſfaies the Father,go, 


| and you ſhall ſpeed, my Son ſhall give theſe 


things to you, for 7. have ſeiled him, or you 
may conſider theſe words as ſpoken by Chriſt, 
and as the indiſpenſible obligation that lies upon 
the Son, from the charge that. he hath received, 
an Office-charge of all that grace that the Fa-. 
ther hath defigned ſhould be diſpenſed; do not 
queſtion therefore the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, bur ler. 
your applications be frequent to him, he will be 
faithful unto his Office. 

Eightly, There is an exceeding rendennefs in 
the heart of Chriſt anto diſtreſſed Sinners; accord- 


ing 
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zng to all the conceruments of his Offce : There is 
a very great willingneſs, and forwardneſs in the 
re | Lord Jeſus. Chriſt to be dealing ont his grace. 4 
ac, | unto thoſe for whom grace was deſigned, or to 2 
©; | whom grace is to be diſpenſed ; there's an un- | 
2, | exprefſible defire in the Soul of Chriſt Jeſus ro 
i- | be dealing out the grace that he hath received 
e the charge of; all Office-work is moſt deſirable 
y work to Chriſt, thovgh never ſo hard, therefore 
d 


when he ſpeaks concerning his death, faies he, 
T have a Baptiſm ro be 4Baptized with, and. how 

6: am 1 fireightned till it be accompl ſeed. But now 
& we may conceive that there is much more a de- 
A ſire in the heart of Cliriſt to diſpenſe the grace 
of his death, Pal. 16. 3. Thoa art my Lord, my 
goodneſs extenderh not unto thee, but to the Sabi 
that are in the earth, aud to the excellent in whom 
3s all my delight ; My delight ſaies Chriſt, it is 
with the Saints, to be relieving the Saints, and ; 
to be comforting of the Saints, and to be blef: - 

ſing and ſtrengthening of the Saints. The heart 

of Chriſt takes great delight in this, my delight” 

is with them ſaies he, as to all my goodneſs, as 

to all my kindneſs, as to all the gifts of grace 

that I have received, andas to all my fountain 

fulneſs, it doth not extend to the Lord, bur it is | 
to the Saints,and my delight is with the Saints, 

on the conſideration of the grace that I have to 

diſpenſe to them, and Fes. 4. 25. Jeſus Chriſt 

he is touched with tis, be hath a feeling of our in 
firmities, not a feeling In a way of paſſion and 
. ſuffering, bur a feeling in a way of compaſſion 
and tenderneſs, that is his feeling, as the Mcther 
hath a feeling of the pain and fickneſs,and weak: 
hefs 
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neſs of the Child, through the ſympathy of her ſpi- 
rit, and the yernings of her bowels over it ; ſo the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſtands with yerning bowels over 
his Children, and he is touched with our infirmitzes : 
You have not a weight upon your ſpirit, but in com» 
paſſion and tenderneſs Jeſus Chriſt feels it ; and you 
have not a burthen on this reſpect, or the other, but 

Jeſus Chriſt feels it ; ſuch are the compaſlions of his 
ſpirit towards you 1a all rhe concernments of his 
Office. It may be you are ready to fay in a great 
ſtrait, or under a ſore Trial ; O that ſuch a friend 
knew how it is with me! O that my Father were 
here!or ſuch a Relation were here ! that they did bur 
know how it is with me! Why Soul, Jeſus Chriſt 
he knows, and he feels the weight of thy troubles; 
& ſympatkiſeth with thee under all thy ſorrows, We 
have not an High Prieſt that cannot be touched with 


a feeling of our infirmities Now this tenderneſs of 


ſpirit, this ſympathy of Chriſt, does influence his 
hand unto a liberal and free diſcharge of his Office: 
So that whatever are your lofles in rhe creature, and 
however your outward condition 1s broken, you 
may goto the Lord Jeſus, you ſee he 1s ſuch a one 
as. you may take comfort 1n, | 

Nintbly, Faith is rhe great inſtrumental means 
Zhat receives from Chriſt, and that eſtabliſhes the Soul 
i Chriſt. All our bleilings they are lodged in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and there they meer as in a foun- 
tain. Now faith that 1s the drawing grace, that 
draws out of this fountain for the Souls ſupply. 
The Father hath placed all in Chriſt, and faith is 
the receiving grace, that takes all out of the hand of 
Jeſus Chriſt that he offers to the Soul ; by faith we 
are united to Chrift, and by faith we receive from 
| Ehrift 
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Chriſt upon the union: As the Pipe that is laid unto 
the mouth of the fountain doth receive and convey 
water into your houſes, ſo doth faith receive from 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and convey into your Souls. 
Faith is the great Conduit that Jeſus Chriſt doth 
ſend down his gracein into our hearts. Faith, that 
deals with Chriſt in all his royalties of grace, and 
takes life from him,and takes comfort from him,and * 
peace from him, and joy from him, and whatſoever 
the Soul ſtandeth in need of, Faith is the life-grace, 
that feeds your Souls, and that keeps you living and 
thriving, and that makes you ſtrong in the Lord; 
we are ſaid therefore to ſtand by faith, Rozn. 1 1,20. 


Well, becauſe of unbelief they were broken off;and thou 


ftandeſt by faith. Fauth is a confirming grace,it doth 


build the Soul upon, it doth root the Soul in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and doth receive ſtrengthening, 


' confirming, aſliſting grace from Chriſt,according to 


to the Soul's necefity : So as Chriſtians, if you 
would be ſtrong in the Lord, you muſt ger your 
faith ſtrengthened more and more. 

Tenthly, The Lord Chriſt, in the diſpence of mercy 
hath great reſpef unto the glory of his office-fwlneſs, 
and office-faithfulneſs. The Lord Chrift in the com- 
munications of grace, hath not only a reſpect unto 
your neceſlity, bur alſo to his own glory ; and he 
will diſpenſe in ſuch a way, and art ſuch a ſeaſon, 
and under ſuch circumſtances as ſhall make moſt for 


the glory of his office-fulneſs,and ofhce-faithfulneſs, - 


 'The Lord Jeſus Chriſt therefore he comes in ſuch 


a way, and at ſuch a time, as ſhall moſt of all pub- 
liſh his glory unto thoſe ro whom he comes, and 
before whom he comes, W hen the creature is run 


into emptineſs, and hath ſpent all, rhen doth Jeſug 
| | Chr i 
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Chrift open his fountain-fulneſs. In the weakneſs of 


the creature does Jeſus Chriſt diſcover his al-power; 
and in the uncertainty of the creature, doth Jeſus 
Chriſt glorifie his conſtancy; 1n the darkneſs of an 
ourward condition, doth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt cauſe 
his morning. Star to ariſe, and ſhine from on gh, 
that gives light to our feet, when we know not how 
to direft our own paths; when we have loſt all 
here below,and all our comforts have failed us, and 
forſaken us,then doth Jeſus Chriſt appear as a friend 
that ſtands up in a time of adverſity ; that neither 
troubles, nor croſles,nor trials,nor temptations, ſhall 


ſeparate. And he chuſes this moſt diſmal ſtate to - 


come in,that he mizht glorific his office-fulneſs,and 
his office-Faithfulneſ ; that be mizht glorifie his 
office-fulneſs, to let 113 know it is a never failing Ful- 
nef, it 1s a fulneſs that js alwates running over; that, 
- 15not dry when ſtreams are dry, but can fill ſtreams 
at any time, when they are never ſo try and emp- 
ty, and then he comes rhat be may glorifie his office- 
faithfulneſs, to appear as one that never doth forget 
his people, that can bear all the concerns of his 
people upon ais heart, 2. Cor. 1, 9. But we had the 
ſentence of death in our ſelyves. So the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt he comes and diſcovers himſelf when the ſen- 
tence of death is upon our outward mercies, and 
upon all our outward ſupporters, that they are fa- 
ding, dying, and falling down under us, rhen doth 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt appear as our God : re had 
_ the ſentence of death in your ſelves, that ye mioht truſt 
# the living God. The Lord will ſo appear, as his 
appearance ſhall be unto the glory of, his own 
Name in the Office that he is placed in by the Fa- 
theft : And therefore do but conſider what titles Je: 
Us 


In every Condition: 195 
ſus Chriſt hath put upon himſelf, that are denorais 
native thereof, Pſal. 9. 9. The Lord alſo will be a 
refuge for the oppriſſed, a refuge in times of trouple. 
A poor diſtreſſed Soul that hath no whither to go, 
thar is driven off trom all his former holds,arid that 
hath all his other Wells of confolation dryed up, 
Jeſus will be a refuge to ſuch an orie, and that at 


ſuch. a time. And Pſal. 10.14, The poor committgth 
himſelf to thee, and thoid art the helper of the fathtr- 


| leſs. And Pſal. 68. 5. A Father of the fatherleſs,and 


a Fudge of the widdow is God in his holy habitation. 
Why, fays the Soul; Now all 1s gone, my Father 
15 gone, and my Husband-is gone, and my Friends 
that uſe to gomfort me have left me, and 1 am 
now a miſerable creature ! No, ſays Chriſt, this is 
my time to appear to ſhew my {elf to, be a Father 
to the Fatherleſs, and a Judge of the widdow. And 
Iſa. 25... Thou haſt been a refuge from the ſtorm, @. 
ſhadow from the beat, when the Hoſt of the terrible 
one « like a ſtorm againſt the wall. Why Chriſtiang 
do not fear an outward diſtreſs then , do not fear a 
low coridirion; do not fear a breaking providence 3 
why, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt doth then take his rime 
to diſcover his All to you ; he will then take his 


tine to diſcover a Fountain to you that can never 
* be exhauſted ; he is a refuge to the poor and needy. 
And thele con{iderations might be prevailing upon 


your ſpirits, to gather off your eyes from beholding 
other objects, and place them upon the Lord Jeſus 


tis, Whateyer our condition 18, 


- Chriſt, where there is a ſufficient ground of Joy td 
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SERMON. X. 
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Habakkuk 3. 18. _* 
| Tet Twill 'rejoice in the Lord, I will Joy 
inthe God of my Salvation. Ft 


I Propoſed ſeveral weighty Conſiderations, to en- 
courage your ſpirits to be yerting up into this 
. Lifeof Faith; I have already gone through Ten, 
and ſhall now proceed. | | 

11. Conſider; That to. believe in the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt 2yithout the leaſt encouragement of ſenſe, 15 the 
moſt noble exerciſe of Faith, and that which doth moſt 
pleaſe the Lord, "To believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
when he 1s breaking of you, and'when he is frown- 
ing upon you, 'and when-you' have nothing elſe to 
hve upon,this is the moſt. noble exerciſe of Faith in 
this life. To believe on the Lord Jeſus when your 
heads are lifted up in the world, and when Your 
Table is ſpread, and when your Borders are en- 
larged, 1s no great dithculty ; but now to live by 
Faith upon Chriſt when there is no encouragement 
in the creature, 'this is the moſt noble exerciſe of 
Faith : What! ays Senſe, live by Faith upon Chriſt 
when he hath impoveriſht me,and emptied me of all 
creature-enjoyments ? Ay, now is the time to exer- 
ciſe Faith, and this is the moſt noble exerciſe of 
Faith, and that which doth .moſt of all pleaſe the 
wy ods */ Go Fo 
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ard Such. an exe, of F ah as this,was found ini 
Loh A N, bs hen.rhe Ld oh taken away his eſtate,and 
take | A YAy his. Chil yen, fays Fob, Job 1.2.1. Bleſſed 
ee Name, of the Lord. T here was a great exerciſe 
1n; that ward. ; and ſuch an exerciſe of Faith 
Sf found 1 mn Daxid, 1 in the caſe of Ziklog ; ; he had 
2 lirtle . place given 'bim 10 the-enemies Country, 
where he, mig he | = alone, bur he had i 1tnot long 
before wa came and ſmore the place of his ha- 
biration, and take away his relation and his goods; 
and leaye him nothing but ruines, that when here 
turned, he found nothing but emptineſs, a heap of 
Aſhes :, Z 1 t does David do then 2 he exerciſes 
Faith.y eſis Chrift, and encouraged himſelf in 
the Lor 7 God. fd this is the exerciſe of Faith 
thar the Prophet ſpea 5 of in qur Text, and that 
whicabs 1$ OIVIOg Belieyers up to: When the Figge 
tree blefſom;$c.. Whar 3 15 here left : ? here 18 
re ul for ſenle ra live upon; Jer, fays he I will 
rego1ee 4 4þ Lord, I will | Jey in the God of my Sal 
Th Sug znofile £xercile of Faith was foutid in 
the! NY agag KO Weak; the midſt of all dile ourage- 
; the had diſcguragements from the iſciples 
of bee were nor {0 kind to her as they mighs 
have en. 5; but that. :veas not all, but ſhe mer with 
diſcopragements fromahs1 Lord Telus Chrilt himſelf; 
unto whom ſhe made het applications; he ſeems to 
giveher a repulſe, Ang checks her forwardiiel, and 
Ver {he goes over tg the Lord Jeſus, and i ina bold 
»*. Ventures upon bim alone: Why Chriſtiafis; 
whats ver, are your diſcouragements from Senſe, yet 
In the face of all rehnkes to caſt your ſelf upon the 
| your Souls in hig All-fulneſs; 
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12. The great improbabilities of relief and ſuccour 
after grace, whatever*your caſe is,. are not anſweruble 
zo the improbabilities that your Souls were in before 
. grace, and Chrift Feſus belped you then. Chriſt came 
thorow them all, and with eaſe removed them to 
do your Souls good. , Do but conſider, you that fit 
down w:th your hearts full of diſcouragement,upon 
the loſs of a creature,or upon the emptyings of pro- 
vidence ; do but conſider how unlikely and impro- 
bable your condition was of help and ſuccour be- 
fore you did believe on Chriſt; you were then co- 
x50 over with the ſhadow of death ; you were 
then in a on 4" condition; Who had then any 
hope of you? When you were ſeen marching in 
the fury of your ſpirits againſt the Lord ? Who 
would have thought that there were hope in the 
Lord for you? You were at the very brink of 
Death, and at the very brink of Hell ; there was(as 
It were) but a hairs breadth between you'and Hell, 
and who would have thought that you ſhould have 
been recovered ? And then the Lord Jeſus he 
broke thorough all the improbabilities of your 
ſtate to ſave'you, and Yo you think that he cannor 
break thorough all the improbabilities of your 
preſent ſtate to comfort you ? He came leaping over 
git mountains of oppofition and diſcourage- 
2t and impoſſibility (1 mean as to other help;) 

I fay,* he came leaping over greater mountains of 
impoſſibility 1 his Fr dealings with you, than 
| there are for him to come thorough inchis after« 
dealings with you, Cant. 2. 8. The woice of my Be» 
lowed, behold he cometh leaping upon the mountains, 
and skipping upon the hills, Theſe mountains, and 
theſe hill did ye between Chriſt and you, that 
wers 
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were the improbabilities, (or I may call them the 
impoſlibilities of your ſtate as to help 
rational conſideration and apprehenſion. Now Jeſus 
Chriſt he skipt over this mountain, and the other 
mountain, that lay in his way, 'and_he came unto 
your Soulsro do you good ; and if Jeſus Chriſt hath 
done this, - do you think that ;he will not do the 
lefler ? When you were without grace,d1J he bring 
grace into your Souls ? and do you think.that he 
cannot comfort you.now when you want comfort ? 
Do. you. think that:he cannot bleſs you with the 
annexed bleflings of :;your ſtate, when he hath 
brought in the great fundamental bleſsings of your 
ſtate? Chriſtians, you ſhould reaſon _thus,, I was 
once. ready to die, and the Lord Jeſus came and 
faved me; I was in aSoul-undone ftate, and. Jeſus 
Chriſt hath ſer me up ; and what, hath he ſet up 
my Soul, and cannot he ſet up my Body. ? Hath he 
made up the great breach that was upon my. ſpiris 
tual condition ? and cannot he make up the breaches 
that are in my outward condition? "Jeſus Chriſt 
came and pluckt me 'out'of the fire. when I. was 
burning, and the fire was fo hot, - that 'none could 


* z* 


take me out but Jeſus Chriſt 5 he came and ſnatche_ 
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me out of the ao of the Lion and the Bear, and 
none could reſcue me but he; and he that, came. 


over all theſe impoſlibilities to ſave.you, . do you 
think that he cannot make up a' breach in; the loſs 
of a- telation? or make up a diſtreſs in your-.out-. 
ward condition ? the Lord that hath done the gren-. 


ter, can eaſily do the lefſer. -. 


13. Again ; To rejojce only in wiſibles nd ſen-.. 
fibles, s'to go no further than thoſe may | hy bawe.: 


yo intereſt in Chrif. 1 pray conlider it; To haye 


and relief in a ' 


192 .. Ref NYclilg J he Long 


cþt £72 


yout ſpirits born up fs by, fenfible $7 df 1 ot 
eſus, ( 


to exceed thols that are {rang ers to. Heiſt, 
thar haye, not an intereſt in Roſs Chriſt; as yod 
have : | For your ſpirits to riſe : and fall only = as the 
creature. ebbs. and flows, this 1 is to do no more than 
a Carnal” man doth ; Is this living: upon Chriſt? ? Is 
this to miake Chriſt your fo ? ind hrift the.Peace 
and the Comfort of your HH ? Says Chriſt in ano- 
ther caſe, To love thoſe that love you, and to dv 
pood to thoſe that do good to;you; if you, f--0 na 
more, Publicaiis and. Sinners do this. The Chri- 
ſtian 15 Is "under peculiar and diſtinguiſhing blogs 
and it'is expeCted that he {ſhould pecularly. and d 
Rigriſhibgle 1 live under thes diſtinguiſhing bleſſings 
bf his ſtate, 14 ith. 6.3 I, 32% Wherefore hs, 1G. 
thou ebt, ſayin Ih ka vs pr pr? or her ſhall 
drink? or Long gab IP rd 
all theſe e Hg "TH 3A Ge Mods eh. Ys ſays 
Chriſt; to * 0 thoug [bo about our 2 con- 
dition' 4s others are, 4 Ks) pl; ace our ſelves in com 
mor yl them: Says he, After theſe hmm 5 do the 
Gentiles (eek. Ns 15 the cate of a "Opp eto Ryrwhen 
his outward comfofts are, gone, (© 4 w, mult I "tie 
now there's tio Farthe? help for Ie, maſt now pe: B22 : 
rifh; this is the guage OLE A en \thar W's 
intereſt-in Jeſus Chrit.'O u that have Ol i in 
Jefus CEL what! will $66 Vets he ; language 
of x Geail, le £ ?. .O no! $.2-—1F God ta; go tO, Y,0u 
muſt live upon that God that you have; given up. 
your ſelves ts.” God doth EXP pect a diftioguilhing | 
acting, under... the. : diſtipgualhing-, bleſſing s that 
he” hath "brought. into, your” tondition it erdfore 
know, that to _rejoyce only. 42 1 viſibles,” 16. to | fer 


res (a es © in common = thoſe thar 'Bave 
| | no 
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no Intereſt in Chrift '; and is not this to diſhonour 
your" intereſt, thd to reflect vpon' the Lord of 
your ihtereſt; to live in joy when the Creatures 
are about you, and to fit down Uiſcouraged, 
when Creatures are taken from'you? _ 

14. Faith exerciſed upon the Lord feſus will 
have an univerſal influence npou all orher graces in 
your bearts: Chriſtians do but once exerciſe faith 
gpon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 'under 8 finking, dif. 
couraging providence; and you wil) immediately 
ſee and-find a ſtrange alteration'in . your hearts, 
you will-find thoſe graces that are weak begin 
to gather ſtrengrh, and: you will find thoſe gra- 

ces'tb ariſe, and appear, and ſhine forth} thar you 
conld fearce diſcern; faith exercift& upoa, the 
'Eord' Feſas Chriſti will have a mighty; influence 
-npon'your love, co raiſe that when the 'Soul is 
got. into Chriſt, and can improve his. jntereft 
4n-Chriſt; O how- will his SauF-'be* enlar- 
ged, and his heart burn in .love to hit who is 
rhe-Lord of his intereſt, and of his.comforts ; 
faith "exerciſed 'upon the” Lord Jeſus, will 
have a mighty influence upon your bopes, that 
wereteven juſt giving up the Ghoſt ro. your ap- 
pretienfions ; faich exerciſed npon the Lord Je- 
ſay will have a mighty influence upon your pa- 
tience,.tb ſtrengthen and quicken that, when a 
frownitg ” providence comes that would royl 
your Spies, and put you beſides your ſelves, 
and drive you out of a Chriſtian frame”; faich 
will txife;up your patience, and learn' you to 
be-quiefander the hand of the Lord 7 faith ex- 
eroiſed/tpon Chriſt will have an influence upon 
your'j6y, it will cauſe a mighty and wonderful 
rejoycing in your Souls, that you” haye "ſuch a 
"Y 7 _ © ful 
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full Jeſus, to live upon; faith exerciſed upon the 
. LordJeſus will have an influence upon your zeal, 
and will wonderfully excite you, and ſtir you 
op unto all duties of. ſerving and following the 
Lord ; ſoas Chriſtians, do but.lay theſe confidg- 
rations together, and you will ſce what 
great Encouragement you have to glory in; the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, whatſoever your outward 
condition is, and you will ſee the way of living 
by faith upon. Chriſt to be clear,” and to be the 
only way that the Chriſtian ſhould walk. in. 
| Well, having premiſed theſe things,; we ſhall 
now come to give you ſome , particular .directi- 
ons, how you may ger up your faith, and your 
Spirits 10 the exerciſe .of, faith unta a gloryin 
and re)Joycing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whatſoe- 
yer your ſaddening qutward, proavidences. are, 
And here, oy ken y, 

' 1, If you would come to live upoy Chriſt, Feſus 
alone in the ſaddeſt providences of your ſtate, they 
entertain and keep up low thoughts of the great 
things of this world: Truly Chriſtians yan may 
think of it what you will, but while you have 
hearts that are magnifying and adoring, of the 
things of the world; and. the enjoyments of the 
world, and counting theſe great things, you. will 
never come golpelly to live. upon the Lord Je- 
ſus, your thoughts muſt be aſtered in and about 
the comforts of -this life, and you muſt. poſſeſs 
your hearts with this; that ihey are the ſmalleſt 
camforts of your ſtate, and the bleſſings of this 
life they are the leaſt bleſſings that the Lord hath 
given'you ;-you muſt have very low thoughbts 
of the world, and of the comforts of it ; if 
you would come to live by faith upon Chriſt Jer 

| CESS CIs 


| |- ſus alone, whileſt you have vaſt . thoughts © 
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your creature enJoyments, and creature.com 
forts, and creature conditions, and ſuppofe your 
comforts to lye here, and your comtorts.to. lye 
there ſhort of Chriſt. alas, you will be driven 
| out of all the exerciſe . of faith, in. an emptying 
-providence, I will give. you two inſtances for 
this in the eleventh Chaprer of :the Hebrews ;..the 
firſt is that of Father; Abraham, in the 8 and 9 
verſes. By Faith Abraham when be was called to 
£0 0at into a, place which he ſhould after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed, and went out, not knowing 
whither che went; by faith he ſczourned in. the land 
of promiſe, as in a ſtrange Countrey dwelling in Ta- 
bernaches..with.,I(aac,; &c. Here Abraham, was 
called to leave the poſlefſigns of his natural place, 
the poſſeſſion. that he was-born to, and to'follow 
Chriſt whither he would lead him, and to: ac- 
cept of that condition. that. Chriſt would place 
him io, . and to ſtand to. the allowance. of God 
Ter'it be more or leſs ; this. Abraham was called 
to, Now it is ſaid Abraham by Faith did obey this 
command, and. call of God, and went out; why, 
how did... faith help him here ? doubtleſs by 
ſhewing of him Chrift Jeſus, for faith in every 
exerciſe hath*ro do with Chriſt,. and therefore 
his faith carried him up to Chriſt, and when he 
was once got up to Chriſt,then behold how Jow 
were theſe things to himz: my. Countrey Lord ; 
faies :he? what is my Conntry to thee ? Iwill 
leave, my. Cquntrey to follow thee z and 
my Friends. are nothing. to me, and my 


poſſeſſions are nothing to me, I will leave all to - - 


follow thee; what a low .cſteem had he of theſe 
things? And the ocher inſtance is thac of Moſes 
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5» ver], 24, 2.5, 26; 24. By ſaith Miſes 'when'he 


1s cont to Jens, '#fuſel 16 be called rhe Son of 
Phiraohs: Danghrey, chooſing rath#r to ſaffer aff. 
 tz0! with rhe people of God, they to enjoy the pled- 
ſures of fin for a ſeafon, eſteeming tht reproacbes bf 
Chriſt greater riches thit the treaſures of Egypt, 
for bt had reſpe&# 'to the recompence”-of reward, 
Here ire great things that' ZZoſes Tefr for the 
fake of Chrift,befefr the Court, yea,he probably 
left ' the Crown of | Egypr, and all the glories 
rhereof; now he did this by faith, 'the Creature 
was of a low eſteem with him: :O'8Jaſs what is 


jt to be called the Son of Phar#ohs Daighrer, 


and Wwhatis it to beanheir ofan earthly Crown, 


and £9 be King of Eyypr? I had rather” be affli- 
ted; and ſpoyled, 4 deftiture in'my" outward 
eondition with Chriſt, *then-roerjby Wl thefe 
thitgs Withour him Chriſtians yon "moſt get 
morcified affetions t6' all enjoytntrits bh this 
ſige Chrift, if you would come'ro Hive upon,anil 
* 2. Arhnaint yr felots mort with Hhe "rogal- 
Hits" of Chriſt, and +66) gveatnaſs of $i: Ore 
glory, 7s 3s propiſe By objett of your firh, 
oder come to gloty mi bins alojis; and live up 
bins” in” 4s empty" eonllitidn';  Ofe "grehe" reatoh 
why we can rake no mote comfort in Chriſt in 
an empty condicion” is; becauſe” we ate ſich 
Ara Fs the'ulatts of Chrilf JAvs ; We 
doh't know'whiat 15TH Chrift, we khow for what 
Chriſt can do, whit is'm his heart-an@ hand*ro 
give ' forth to you; 'Clitiſtians' if by would 
live more by faith upoh Ghrift, the view Chriſt 
in-his royalties of Grace. Look into the length 
3 ks a5 Sb JL GREETS > | Lo 144-4n-- of 
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" Ehiilt, 438d into tHe: Breadeh' 6f Chi . 


-N Whit e is che owrier. and'j p6fſeſfour, 


the Father hath betrbfted - til with; Viet bf the 
extent of his Offices; and mes, the; aber 
neſs of his: power, 4nd what he 1 is able: to 


you; ſtudy; pnd acquaint your ſelves; v HO the. 


royalties 'of "Chriſt, as hie | is Propoſed An. object 
for your faith. to fix upon.; ebere'is nd condirion 
but he tancorhfort. ET in it, Jet the RO rs 
be never ſo comfor' 5 In its (elf, fiedy. the ul- 
neſs of the Lord Jef us, p 

3. Get by faith #; 7, the ajl-f* Elie emcy of. Orig, 
and there take a pro pet i 1 our loſſes, ad of. Jour * 
tronbles, aid then Jok w: f- them to be h hut (n aglh. 
You go ' ( Chriſtians Ja, Tand. below Ch rift, 
and There. ou look p08 your troubles ant” 
fAiett hs, and chen indeed rhey ſeem oxy pers eat. 
ay, NY ow -upoN; the a)1-1 - ſufficiency: 
a fr VIEW x eg ON, no tl Bs: 

a look; Soren POS our. lalles and ” 

ni they wWw it ſeem, I then; ; is. 

Ns Toa That Tenet f to RR T fave 
in the ls s:My pgor etmpt 
yeflel tc 8 ny SG he s mt 7 =! - 
of th |: ord {pew 2 I TANF id. ſt and mari 
all-fafficiency of Chril #2 Took upon.rhe.dilaft- 
ers of your_outward c Higgs ,they wauldieem 
to. be but. like a fre el brought. fo.the. 


great Sea, that 1 1s RN filled, and yer there 


1s no lel Enjn 5 of the water in:the Ocean, but the, 


Sea is as fal as ever. 

4:  Alwaits keep the os bles of Chr ſts Grace, 
and of Chx:, s. glory in :, your Eje: It is ſomething, 
3 « ſrarge thing, . but "tis the myſtery of faith; I 
»y 
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fay keep inviſibles in your. eye, faich knows the 
meaning of it, faith will eſpy an inviſible thing, 
that which ſenſe can diſcern nothing of, faith Þ| yo! 
will eſpy and keep ſight of ; now this was one || wa' 
way that 2ofzs had to get up into a living upon || a(t 
the Lord Jeſus by faith,he kept inviſibles in his || do 
Eye, he ſaw him that was invijble, Heb. 11. 27, | YO 
he endured, as ſeeing him that was inviſible; and }| tr 
whart'is the deſcription that the Apoſtle gives of || fa' 
faith in a Goſpel exerciſe that we are ſpeaking || 4! 
of, but that which I have told you, the diſcer- } pt 
ning of inviſibles? Heb. 11. 1. Now faith is the Þ Ni 
ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence of things r 
not ſeen; Faith in its exerciſe will ranſack a- || © 
mong the promiſes, the promiſes both || 3 
of grace and glory, and there will eſpy a great | 
treaſure, and ſhew the Soul this, as that which f 
> his, and” belongs to hitn ; now Chriſtian view 
the promiſes of grace, and the promiſes of glo- 
ry that are in the hands of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſee 
the inviſible graces, and the inviſible comforts, 
and the inviſible bleſſings ..chat are contained in 
them, 'and never loſe the ſight of theſe inviſi- 
bles, but keep them alwaies in your eye, and 
then you will ſee a glorious Jeſus, . that your 
Souls will love to dwell upon, and you won't 
dwellfrombim. _*, ©. EE. --=.. 
'5. Never groutd your Jug '& your hopt upon your 
experiences, but upon the promiſes, which is alwaies 
attended with a wonderful whrking power 7; If that 
you ground your faith and*your hope upon your 
experiences,if your ſecond trial be greater then 
your firſt, your faith will be poſed, and you will 
ſit down under diſcouragement ; indeed there is 


as 
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a holy and Chriſtian ufe that is to be made of 
your experiences, but you muſt never ground 
your faith —_ upon them; for God is al- 
waies an out-doing God, he will out-do his own 
att, he will go further in one aCt then he will 
do in another ; if you ground. your faith upon 
your experiences, when you come into a new 
ſtreight that you never came into before, your 
faith will fail z Jo but conſider this in the 7ſrac- 
lites, if they had gone no/further then :their ex- 
periences, what a loſs [had they been in ? 
nay upon this account they were ata great loſs , 
they only conſidered what God had done for 
them, and did not conſider what he could do, 
and what a boundleſs power was working 


| through the promiſe for them, and ' therefore 


though they were delivered through the Red 
Sea; yetſay they, can God ſpread a Table in the 
Wilderneſs ? Moſes, what, haſt thou brought us 
into the Wilderneſs to deſtroy us? there 1s n0 
Bread here, there is no Water here, how can we 
ſubſiſt? 'They never _ had experience of the 
wonders of Gods power in thoſe particular ca- 
ſes, and therefore their experiences could nor 
carry them.through, but they were to exerciſe 
faith upon the promiſe, that had a boundleſs 
power working with it, and that would have 
cold them, that God can ſpread a Table in the 
Wilderneſs, and can command a rock to give out 


. water for the /fraclites neceſſity; and that can 


rel] you. that there is no ſtreight too great for 
Jeſus to deliver you ont of. Faith in the pro- - 
miſe will tell you that you never experienced ,/ 

you never ſaw to the utmoſt end of Chriſts 
power 
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power: yet; ydunever ſay into the mdf} of his treas. 
ſures.ok grace 5 you have ſeen bur a little; way;Faith, 
in the Promiſe will tell: you. this; therefore never 
ground your Faith and-hlops upon your Experien- 
ces, thoiigh: chey have been-large, butuponhe Pro-. 
miſes,; that heve alwaies a boundleſs power work- 
inpwih chem [4 004 55.5 1200S) 
- Bizthly3 And then canGder, That jr 55 your duty, 
ro come and claim the grace. of Chriſty and put ju upon 

your Intere(f according 30 yaus exigeney., 1 lay, if you 
would: live by Faith upon 'the Lgrd Jeſus, then. 
x. matt. nt of -yopr-+Imtereſt accordhpg to the 
exigency; of your {}aze+, Sirs, are you. mtereſted, in 
Teſts ?;then Jeſus i yours, all Jeſus 157oprs, all that. 
he-i5;is: yours for yav,.and all that he hath is yours, 
and far yau. - Now, if you would live by'F aith ups. . 
an hum, then Tome;and put 1m,bring your. glaym,and : 
ſay, thepower:of Jeſys Chnlt js mine;and the grace 
of Jeſus-Chriſt is mine; 'us. for me, ts, under ſpecial 
promiſe tome, ang. ris under peculiar engagement 
to me ;; 16.15 mine te live, ppon; l will lean upon: 
the Arm of the Lord's frength,8 I will, glory in his 
fulneſs in toy own emptineks. There muſt. be in the 
exerciſbof Faith a peculiar claim thar the Soul mult 
layuntoChrift, arid a peculiar'improving, of the 
fulotG:;of: his Intereſt; according tothe emprinebs of 
your'ſtate.- And thus Chriſtians you tnay. be ſup- 
_ wWhatever:you:meet withal an this warld. 


uppoſe you ſyliain 2 loſs, why, in afreſh, applicas 
tian ro:{Chrift: you: Will: bgve 1t made up in Him;and 
if A greatfailure. and, diſappointment; eome jn upon 
yau, in arenewed att of Fauch uponthe Lasd Jeſus 
Cheilt; applying ſomething of his fulngls ang fivect- 
nef3zyou ell have your gondition filled; $4.25 tt is 
*377 4% emptiet 
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emptied in-the creature, It will be filled with: _” 
and with Chriſt, 
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 Habakkuk 3- 18. 


Wet [ wil rejoyce in the Lord, I will Joy in 
the God of my Salvation. 


WWE are now upon, the direQting of the Bo- 


liever. that 1s able in ſome meaiure. to 
make out his Intereſt 1 in this Jeſus, to live upon! him, 
and to rejoyce in him in all trials. Of the Directions, 
five or fix I bave already given you, and ſhall now 
proceed. 

7. In the ſeventh place ; 1f you would live. by 
Faith upon Chriſt, ſo as to fetch in joy and comfort 
from him in every condition, then labour to bring 
your will to your condition, and keep your ſpirit with- 
in the confines of the will of God under, all the yaricus 
diſpoſes of providence. The recoilings and'claſhings 
of our will with our condition, is a main hinderance. 
unto our rejoycing in, and acting Faith upon, the: 
Lord Jeſis under a fad providence : And the great. 
reaſon why ſome perſons are under ſuch great dil. 


\, fatisfaQtion in their own ſpirits, that they know nor 


how to bear the troubles af their ſtate, is, becauſe 
their W Is are not brought to their condition ; bur 
they go, about to bring theis condition to their 
wills; and when any thing conſiderable; gomes/jn 
upon 
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upon. them that doth nor ſuir with'their wills, it 
cauſeth royls, diſquiets, and diſturbances of ſpirit; 
and diſcompoſure of heart, and ſuch a Soul will ne- 
ver rejoyce in Chriſt in an evil day. Now Chrifſti- 
ans, if you would pet into the Life of Faith, you 
muſt then bring your” will to your condition, be 
what it will; own the diſpoſing hand of God, that 
makes the change, whatever yqur change is, and 
yield obedience to the Lord's will, that hath the 


over-ruling power of yourſtate, and keep your ſpi- ; 


rits within the confines of the will of God ; other- 
wiſe a croſs, or a tryal in your outward condition 


will make a great alteration in the inward frame of. 


your ſpirit. 1 will give you a few Inſtances for the 


clearing of this. Pau! was a man that rejoyced and - 


gloried in Chriſt Jeſus, when he had almoſt nothing 
elfe lefr him in this world ; many times. his heart 
was made ſad among the Churches of Chriſt thar 
he came to make glad; and as to loſſes, who met 
with more? fays he] was in perils oft, and in hunger, 
and in diſtreſs, and in nakedneſs; and yet this man 
he glories in tribulations; he counted it all joy when 
he fell into divers tribulations ; how came ' this a- 
bout, that this mari was got thus- into a rejoycing 
in Chriſt-Jeſus, when the whole world frowned up- 
on him ? He tells us, Phzl. 4. 11, 12, his will was 
brought vinto his condition. I ſpeak not, ſays he, in 
a complaining way, 7: reſpett of want, for I have 
learned in whatſoever ſtate I am, therewith to be 


content, for I know boiv to want,and how to abound. 


Says he, if God empties me, my will is brought. to 
my condition; I am willing to be einprtied; if the 
Liord' will make me poor, and take away what I 
have, I ata willing to be made poor; iny ſpirit is 

Og broughit 
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brought to my condition: He that can live in th? 
confines of the will of God, will live comfortably 
azd rejoyce in the Lord at all times: Another in- 
ſtance tor this 1s Fob ; Fob you know was a man 
that was ſorely tryed, I think as much as ever man 
was upon earth; now Tob's will was brought to his 
condition 3 and hence came he to rejoyce in, the 
Lord, Fob 1. 21. Now Fot's wife's ſpirit was not 
brought to her condition, ſhe could not tell how to 
be contented, for the ſaid unto him, Chap, 2. 10; 
Doff thou fill retain thy integrity ? Curſe God and 
die, but he ſaid unto her, Thou ſreakeſt as one of the 
faoliſh women ſpeaketh ; what, ſhall we recetve good 
at the hand of the Lard, and wot evil ? As if he had 
ſaid, It was the Lord that filled nit, and ſhall not 
the Lord empty me? We were ſatisfied when the 
Lord was filling of us, and ſhall we not be fatished 
now the Lord is emptying ot us? Another inſtance 
is that of good old E!:, 1 Sam. 3. 18. Samuel told 
him every "whit, and held nothing from him ; and 
he ſaid, It is rhe Lord, let him do what fremerbdeing 
good © Why, it the Lord will ir p:me, ſays he, I 
am willing to be ſtript; if the Lord will take away 
my Children, and take away my comforts, and 
break up my houſe ; 7r zs the Lord, iam contented 3 
if the Lord will do to, lethim; my will 1s broughr 
. tomy condition ; Let bin & ſeemerh him good, 
_ So David, 2. Sam. 15. 209. But if he ſay thus, I 
have no delight in thee ; - behold here I am, let bin 
do to me ag ſeemeth good to him. And thus it was 
with our Lord Jeſus the greateſt inſtance of all ; F4- 
ther, ſays he, not my will, but thy will be done. 'Ler 
my Father chuſe for me ; I will not bring my will 


Into competition with his : If he will have me ro 
We. drink 
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drink oft this Cup, I will drink it; if he will have 
me.to lay down my life, I will ; if he will have all 
my glory obſcured, it ſhall be ſo ; if he will have 
me a man of forrows, his will be done, and not my 
will. You do not know Chriſtians, what an altera- 
tion of heart, and what an alteration of life rhis li- 
ving in the will of God will make. | 

8. Captivare and throw cut all the ſuggeſtions of 
ſenſe and reaſon upon the riſing difficulties of your 
ſtate. If thar reaſon ſpeak over your hearts in a 
{trair, and ſenſe give the ruling word over your 
ſpirits in your condition, it will certainly cauſe you 
to repine and murmure, and to fin againſt God : 
Senſe and reaſyn are great enemies unto our peace 
and comfort : If ſenſe and reaſon have liberty to 
ſpeak, and to be heard in your hearts, chey will 
certainly lay your ſpirits under a d{couragement, 
and drive you oft from the Lord, Thus it was with 
Iſrael when they were in the wilderneſs, as foon as 
they were come out of Ep ypt, where they had their 
Rivers and their Pools, and their Ponds of Water, 
and where they had their Fleſh-pots, and were fed 
to the full : They came into a howling wilderneſs, 
into a dry and barren place, where they had no 
Wells of W ater, where there was no plowing, nor 
ſowing, then they tell a murmuring and chiding of 
Mojes, and ſaid, Wherefore haſt thou brought us hi- 
therinto this place to {lay us? for it is not ſuppoſed 
to be rationa] that we can live here in this wilder- 
nels, bur if we abide here we muſt die, Numb. 1 1. 


* 4. 5, 6. And the mixt multitude that were among 


them fell a Iuſting, and all the chilaren of I{rael wept 
azain, ſaying, ' ho ſhall give ws fleſh to eat 2 We re- 
member ihe fleſh that we ate in Egypt freely, the Cu- 

| cumbers, 
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cimbers \ and the Mi lous, &c. And Pſal.7 8.19. Tea, 
rhey ſpake againſt God : They ſaid, Can Grd furmih F1 
Table in the wilderneſs? And Numb. 20: 12. Be- 
bold there is no water for the Congregation, and they 
gath:red themſelves together againſt Moles; and a- 
Fainſt Aaron, and they chod with Moſes ; ſaying,would 
to God we had died when our Brethren died before 
the Lord? and woy have ye brought up the Congre- 
gation of the Lord inta this 1 Jaerneſs, that we and 
our Cattel ſhould die there? and wherefore have ye 
made us to come out of Fgypt, to bring us unto this 
evil place? It zs nv place of ſowing ſeed, or of Fields, 
or of Vineyards, or of Pomegranats. Here you ſee 
ſenſe and reaſon ſpake over their condition,and how 
did it lay their Souls under diſcouragement, ? And 
if you do but review at your leifure, the great mir- 
murings of this people, when they were 1n the wil- | 
derneſs ; it was ſomethingor other that ſenſe and 
reaſon ſuggeſted ro them under fome providence or 
other thar diſguiered rheir ſpirits; ir was through 
the ſaggefion of ſenſe and reaſon that Zacharias 
queſtioned the truth of the Org of God ſent to 
him by the Angel about having a Son, Luk. 1, 18. 
Hnd Zacharias ſaid to the Angel, wiereby ſhall I 
know Hs, for 1 am an old man, or wy Wife well 
fericken mm Jears. It was from the inftication of 
ſenſe and reaſon that that unbelieving Lord ﬆd quc- 
ſtion that grear plenty that the Prophet told hin 
ſhould be the next day, 2 King. 7.1,2 Thus ſaith 
the Lord, To morrow about this time ſhall a meaſure 
of fine flower be ſold for a ſhekel, Sc. Then a Lord 
on whoſe hand the King leaned, anſwered the tan of 
God, and ſaid, If the Lord m_ make windows 1 
Heatien, might this thing be ? He only argued uport 
2 the 


_ 


196 Of Rejoycing in the Lord 
the Prophecy in his own reaſon, and in his own 
ſenſe, and this made him ſo unbelieving,as to rejedt 
the Prophecy of the Propher. This ſenſe and rea- 
ſon made the Diſciples themſelves to queſtion the 
intention of the Lord about feeding ſo great a mul- 
titade as there was, with ſuch ſmall proviſion as 
they had, Mark 8.1,2. In thoſe daies the multitude 
being very great, &c. At the 14th verſe his Diſ- 
ciples ſaid unto him, From whence ſhall we buy 
bread that theſe may eat ? -So that it you would ger 
into this life of Faith, keep down ſenſe and reaſon, 
and caſt out their ſuggeſtions, which will not bring 
you near to, but ſet you further off from the Lord. 
Do not ſay upon a new dithculty, here is no way to 
eſcape, or upona loſs, this or that is gone, and can 
never be made up to me again, but throw out the 
reaſonings of ſenſe; if the diſcouraging ſuggeſtions 
of {enſe be reliſted, and ſet by, Faith will then ger 
up, and ſpeak in the heart. | 


9. Look thronghand beyond the diſcouragements of 


ſecond Cauſes, unto the encouragements of the firſt 


Cauſe; that is alwaies abſolute and independent, 


and there fix your eye in a ſtrait. Second Caufes 
they are failablc, bur ſo is not the firſt Cauſe, that is 
the efficient of all; and the Lord who is the firſt 
Cauſe, and efficient of all, oftentimes dries up all 
creature ſtreams, and cauſes viſible humane help to 
fail, that we may ſee how great the firſt Cauſe, is. 
Though the Lord doth ordinarily make uſe of fe- 
cond Cauſes, yet the Lord will fo walk towards us, 


to diſcover to us that he is not tyed to means, that 


he 1s not tyed to fecond Cauſes ; and he oft-times 
cauſeth viſible helps to fail, that our eyes may be 
upen him, as the firſt abſolute independent _— 

| 0 
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of all. I will. give you an inſtance for this, and it is 

that of Iſrael; Iſrael was in the way of the Lord 

marching towards the Land of Promiſe ; and as 

ſoon as ever they were come into the way of the 
Lord, that they were entered into the wilderneſs, 
they were brought to the mouth of the Red Sea. 

Now all ſecond Cauſes failed for help ; there was 

not a Ship, nor a Boat to be got to carry the Hoſts 

of Iſrael over the water ; but the firſt Cauſe was not 

at a ſtrait, and therefore ſays Moſes from the Lord, 
Iſrael ſtand ſtill "and ſee the Sabvation of God : Now, 
let not your eyes be upon the ſecond Cauſe, bur up- 
on the firſt Cauſe, and you ſhall ſee what a delive- 
rance God can make for you;. and he carried all the 
Hoſt of T7rael,men women and children through the 
drowning Sea,and not a man,woman nor child was 
loſt in the paſlage, and yet there.was neither Ship 
nor” Boat to aid them over. And fo afterwards when 
they came at Fordan; the waters were before them, 
there was no Boat to ſwift them over- the waters, 
but the Lord he commands Iſrael to go on, and the 

waters made a lane for them; they run on heaps on 
both'ſides, and 1/rael hath a path made in the great - 
deep for them. And I will give you an inſtance 
now 'of a good man, a man of great Faith, and that 
was Moſes; Moſes in a con{iderable ſtrait fixes his 
eye upon theſecond Cauſe, and pored upon the dif- 
couragetnents of that, and was loſt in his ſpirit by 
not-looking beyond unto the firſt Cauſe, and the en- 
couragements that the frſt Cauſe did adminiſter. It 

' is:Numb. 11,419, 20. 21. and fo on. The people in 
the preceding verſes, they murmured againſt Moſes, 
becauſe they had” no fleſh; they were come from 
their full Tables in Egypt, and they had not now 
O 3 their 
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their dainties to.liyve-upon, and ghey..did not know 
now how to be content ; why, fays God, you ſhall 
not eat one day, nor two, but even a whole:month, 
Now ſce whar ſes faid, at the 21th verſe ; : The 
people among whom I am are ſix hundred thouſand 
Footmer, anc 4 rhou haſt ſaid, I will give them fleſh 
that they may eat a whele month. Shall the Flocks 
and the Herds be ſlain for them to ſuffice them © or, 
[hall all the Fiſhes of the Sea be gathered together for 
them to ſuffice t hem, &c. Here i 1s the relation. God 


tells this whole Congregation that rhey ſhould have 


Fleſh to eat for a month ; they ſhou!d, eat their, be 
hes full; they ſhould cat till they could eat rio more. 
Moſes had his eye hxed upon "ſecond Cauſes,and not 
upon the firſt Cauſe, and he queſtions this ;. Lord, 
ſays he, hoy can this be?. So many hundred 4hou- 
fands of us ; and whar, ſhall we all have fleſh to eat? 
Now on the ather band, we read of 4ſa, when a 
mighty Hoſt came out againſt him, 2. Chron. 14.1.1. 

' fn Hoſt of a thouſand thouſand , that. came our a- 
'gainſt him; he lookt beyond the diſcouragements of 
ſecond Cauſes, unto the encouragements of the. farſt 
Cauſe, that is abſolute and independent, and ſee 
how bis ſpirit heid up; 1nd. Aſa cryed: unto, the 
Lord his God, and aid, Lord, it-is nothing with thee 
to ſave, aobeeber With many, or With thoſe. that have 
710 might ; belp rs O Lord cur God, - for. -we. reſt _ on 
thee, and i 7 th y Name we go againſt this- multi, 
tude, &c. He looks urto God the firſt Cauſe. of 
all, and he ſaw there the Power of God was 
enough to, charge this whole Army, and toengage 
againſt tas great muſticude that came out againſ} 
him. And this was the Prophet's Spirit, and the 

Courſe that he took kere in the Text ; all ſecond 


Cauſes 
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Cauſes failed, and frowned, and adminiſtred only 
diſcouragement 3 The Figg-tree that bliſſomed not» 
there was no fruit inthe Vine, the Iabour of the Ol ve 
failed, the Fields yielded '10 meat, the Flocks were 
cut off from the fold, and there was no herd in the 
ſtall. --Here- was a failure: of all fecond Cauſes, 
now, faith he, I will look unto the firſt Cauſe; 7 
will rejoyce in the Lord, TI will joy in the God of my 
Salvation, Chriſtians, let me tell you, that if you 
lay the weight of your. caſe upon ſecond Caules, 
you will-neyer come to rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus in a 
ſtrait. Remember therefore , that when ſuch a 
ſtream 1s dried Up, the fountain is full. ſtill, and 
the fountain” can ſend out more waies than one. 
The fountam that iſfiied out a ſtream in ſuch a 
place, can ifſue out'a ſtream in another place ; 
aslong_ as the fountain is full, there. is no fear of 
want ; and if you would. come to live upon the . 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in a ſtrait, you muſt keep your 
eye upon the fountain that is ever full, and 
overflows. | 
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Of Rejoycine in the Lord 


SERMON XII. 


Habakkuk 3. 18. 


Ter I will rejoice in the Lord, I will Foy 
 Znthe God of my Salvation. 


Eare upon the DireCions, | 
' VY. Io. In thetenth place, if you would 
bbs by faith upon 7eſas Chriſt, ſo as to fetch joy 
and comfort from him under the ſaddeſt providen- 


ces of your ſtate, then conſider the. unchaugeable 


love of Feſus Chrift that meteth out, and mana- 
geth unto bleſſed enas all the Iiſſes, croſſes, trials 
and tribulations of your ſtate. 

The hard thoughts that we have of our trou- 
bles, and the hard thoughts that we have of 
the Lord when we are troubled, do drive us off 
from him, and lay our Spirits under great difx 
couragements ; O faies the Soul, live upon Fe- 
ſas Chriſt, and reJoice in him ! 'How can I do 
thr, when he comes out againſt me as mine 


_ Enemy 2? he writes bitter things againſt me, he 


1s undoing of me, he is breaking and ſpoyling of 
me;) and what! can I rejoice in him? The hard 
thoughts that the Church had of the Lord was 
that that did ſo much overwhelm herSpirir, when 
ſhe came- into a low condition, his mercy is clean 
gone, and he hath forgotten fo be ram he = 
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be mertiful fo 12 n3 wore, his mercies are ſt up, 
ant fail for toermore, and ſuch bitter expreflions 
as theſe are; and how can we now rejoice in this 
Lord; and all this while you underfland nor the 
Lotd, nor the defigh of the Lord, and by your 
7gnotance you come to wrong your own Spirits 
in Your preſent cohdition,by overcharging them 
with a diſconragement . that the © providence 
righely confidered as ftared by the Lord, ad- 
miniſters fivt; for do but confider, that there is 
unchangeable love thgaged In, atid thixed with 
every advetſe providetice ; rhe Lord he ſtrikes, 
and -he wounds in a way of love, he breaks in 
vpon/ this comfort and the other, and makes 
breathes in your condition, in a Way of love 
and/prace ; the Lotd he takes away a creature 
corhifbrk from a Chriftian-to make more room 
3h his hearc for Chriſt, The Lord hepurs him 
into the furnace, rhat he may purify him from 
his droſs ; the Lord he purgeth him to make 
him partaker of' his: holineſs. The Lord he 
ſhakes him, and: ſhakes his creature ſtanding, 
and his relative ſtahding under a creature conf}- 
deration and condition, that he might take fa- 
ſter hold-opon Chriſt Jeſus ; he ſends out every 
tribulation upon you, tyith a charge to do you 
$o0d, and to uſe you Kihdly; as David when he 
ſeat-out his Army, gate'them a charge, deal 
gently for my fake with the young man*.7bſolom: 
So fates Jefus Chriſt vnco every Crofs thar be- 
fals ybu, uſe my Servant kindly for. my ſake, 
treat Vith well; fates the Lord, unto a loſs,work 
for the gain of fuch a Servant of mine; faies 
the Lord; unto ſuch a'Croſs , do you rry, and 

- do 
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do you refine, and do you purge;.. and do 
you berter my Seryant ; he ſaith uhro ſuch 


2 tribulation; go, and do ſuch Servants of 


mine. good ; there js. unchangeable- love. and 
grace that meterh out, and manageth . unto 


bleſſed. ends all the croſſes of your condition, 


7ob F- 17: Behold happy) is the man whom God 
correfteth, therefore deſpiſe nat thon the chaſtening 
of the Almighty. We ſay croſt is the. man, and 
broken.is the man, and undone 1s . the ;man, 
that is ſo and ſo dealt withal; ay; but ſaies 
God, happy is the man, there -is a 'blefing 
under the croſs, there is love and grace. in 
the trial, that thon dofſt not conſider. ( Chri- 
ſtian ) and, this will : be more advantage to 
thee then all the diſadvantages that,the. Croſs 
can bring in upon thee, in- its ſelf conſidered, 
"Proverbs. 3.12, For-whom the Lord Jovgth he 
 Correcteth, even as a Father the Son., iu = be 
delighteth,; So as there is love in all the Lords 
corrections, and 1/aiah.4$- 10. Behold. 1 have 
refined thee, but not with, Silver, :1_ bavechoſenthee 
in the ſurnace of affittiag.;. I have put thee into 


the furnace, ſaies the Lord, there, js my, love / 


| | DO DS WW 
DE SOS: en YO hes + a. os. _ODYL R -y © 


working towards thee; there is my love.ſpesking 


to.thee, there have -[; been refining, and;,pur- 
ging, and purifying of thee, to make thee more 
excellent gold for my. uſe; this is the delign of 
the Lord, Heb. 12,5,6. And ye have forgotten the 
exhortation which ſpeaketh unto you, as;nnta Ghil- 
dren, My Son deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtzning of 
the Lord, neither faint when. thou art xebuked of 
him, for whom the Lord loveth, he chaſteneth, and 
ſconrgeth every Son whom he receiverh ; and: Rev. 
| "= \ $+ I'S 
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off 2.19. As many as | love,” I rebuke and chaſten; 
h and Rom, 8.:35,-36, &c. Who ſhall ſeparate. us 
f | from the love of Chriſt? ſhall:tribulation,or aiſtreſs, 4 
1 | or perſecution, or famine. or nakedneſs, or peril, of l 

ſword ? None of theſe. thiogs ſhal! do it, faies he. 

| So as if you would come to'a re joycing-in'the' 

/ Lord in a trying hour, then conſider the unchan- 

, | geable love of Jeſus Chriſt thar doth mete ont 

' | and manage the Crofles that you are called"ro 
bear, It was good for me, laies David, that [ was 
afflifted; and 2gain, faies he, Pſal.” 116. 10, I be- 
lieved, therefore have 1 ſpchen,' I was greatly. af- 
flifted; I ſaid inmy haſt all men are lars, what 
ſhall I render.ro the Lora. for all his benefit Sure- 
iy the Prophet bad nor gnly the remove of. the 
2Miction-in his'Eye,. but alſo the:defign of God 
in the affliction; that he:fairh; what ſhall ['7en- 
der unto the Lord for all his benefirs ? 1 will take 
up.the cup of. .Satvation, and blefs his name; he 
bath greatly afflicted me,. and fore!y diſtreſſed 
me. I. will: fakei up the cup of Salvation; 'and 
bleſs his name 5 here: doubtleſs was an eye upon 
the defign;;: welt:then, iff your would come to 
live rejoycirgly. in the Lord in all conditions 3 

_ conſider his unclfangeable-love that doth order 
and diſpoſe. the. trials that 'you are exercifed 
with, . & a216.v15 04 | 1; Gif 

_\L3*. In theeleventh place; Confider the auxili- 

ary relations that Chriſt tands:in'ro your Souls,aud 

the grace'that is id;ſpenſed upon them, You look 
 Chriftians'in.an evil day, below the comforts :of 

your ſtate,: and that is therreaſon you are fo 
hurried in your own Spirits; you pore upon an - 
emptying providence, and don t-confider Ws fil- 
| | | $7; ing 


% 
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ling relations that Chriſt is unchangeably ente: 
rered into with your Souls : relations .of grace 
that are alwales comforting, and alwaies relie- 
ving, and that haye new ſupplies of grace al- 
waies ſpringing up-in them for your affiſtance. 
I will give you a touch of ſome of them. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is called the Father of belie- 
vers, he was promiſed under that name, in /ſa, 

. 6. Unto ns a Child is born, unto us 4A Sons gi- 
wen, and bis name ſhall be called Wonderful, Comuns 
ſeller, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, So 
Ifaiah 8. 18. Behold I and the Children whom the 
Lord hath given me, are for ſigns and for wonders 
:a1ſrael; behold I and the Children,. we are the 
Lords Children, And {ſazah 63. 16. Doabileſs 
thou art our Father, thongh Abraham be ignorant 
of: #s, and Iſrael ackrowleagerh us uot, OLord 
thou art dur Father, our Redeemer, thy name is 
from everlaſting ; this is ſpoken.of Chriſt Jeſus, 
Now the relation of a Father, it is a relatioh-of 
Pity ;-it is a relation of love, it isa relation of 
tenderneſs; when.:the Lord tells: vs he ſtands in 
this relation unto:us;7 he tells us that; he will ex- 
erciſe the tenderneſs, the pity, and the kindneſs 
of 'a Father urito his Child, Now. a Father, a 
tehder-bearted-Father, he will conſider his.Child 
in all conditions, in all his ſtreights, and though 
it be a rebellious Child, yer Rill-he-will cogfider 
it, and he will exerciſe the pity and the tender= 
neſs of a Father to it ; this you may ſte in Da- 
vid ro Abſolom ; Abſolom was a rebellivus Son 
that proclaimed -war. againſt his. Father, ' and 
would have cut off his Father ; and . yet 
ſee how Davids : bowels did work towards 
his rebellious Son when he heard he was dead ; 


O Ab- 
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O Abſolom, my Son, my Son, would to God TI had 
died for thee, O Ablolom, m2y Son, my Son ; theſe 
were the workings of his heart towards rebel- 
lious 4bſolom ; now if there be ſo much tender- - 
neſsin a Father in the fleſh rowards his Chi]- 
dren, much more in Chriſt to his Children. 
Sajies Chriſt, Luke 11. 13. If ye, being evil, 


know how to give good gifts unto your Chitaren how 


much more ſhall your Heavenly Father give his 
holy Spirit to them that askh, him? Why, the Fa- 
thers in the fleſh cannot out-love Jeſus Chriſt, 
they have nor a larger heart for their Children 
then Chriſt hach for his; ( again ) Jeſus Chrift he 
is ſtiled 74; Hasband of Believers ; now that is 
a relation of great care and tenderneſs ; the 
faithful, wiſe, able, loving Husband, how will 
he defend his Wife, and how will: he pro- 
vide for his Wife, and how will he ſafe- 
guard his Wife, and how will he pity his Wife, 
in all her exigencies,ſhe ſhall] be as his own Soul, 
Eph. 5. 28, 29, 30. So ought men to love their 
Wives, even as their own bodies, he that loveth his 
Wife, lover himſclf, and no man ever yet hated his 
own fleſh ; this is a great myſtery, but I ſpeak con- 
cerning Chriſt and the Church, So as all believers 
they are betrothed and married unto Jeſus 
Chrift, and Jeſus Chriſt as a loving, able, wite, 
tender- hearted Husband, will ſecure, and de- 


| fend, and provide for thoſe that are married to 


him, much more then the Husbands in the fleſh 
can do for their Wives. 

Again ; Jeſus Chriſt he is our Brother, our el- 
der Brother ; Now a Brother under the law,was 
not to ſee any of his younger Brethren under 
decay, and ina low cordition, but he was to re- 

_ 
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ſieve him - if thy Brother be WAXxen poor, and fall 
znto decay, then tho ſhalt relieve him,was a Scrip-" 


ture law ; now ſaies Chriſt, / am not aſhar ed to 
callth-zm Brethresz and he will bza moſt loving, 


tender: hearted, {aichful Brother unto all his. 
Brethren, whatſoever their ſtreights and cheir 
trials are. Chriſtians, do bur propoſe thule aid-, 


Ing, relieving, auxiliary relations of grace, that 
Chriſt ſtands in ro your Souls, and exerciſe faith 


upon them, propoſe them I fay ro your faith,and 


exerciſe fairth upon them; do you conſider in 
Your own I1maginations z what if you had ſucha 
Father, ſo wiſe, ſo able, ſo lovirg, fo tender 
hearted, how ſhould your heart rejoice in him ! 
why Chriſtian, you have all that you can ima- 
ginein Chriſt,as a Father to you ! O you would 
chihk, if you had ſuch a tender Husband, ſuch a 
kind hearted Husband, how would you rake 
comfort in him. ChriBia in, thou haſt all in Chriſt 
Jeſus, that thcu canfſt imagine, and much more 
abundantly, Imagine the lovingeſt, faithfulleſt 
Brother, rhat ever was upon eerth, and thou 
haſt more in Criſt Jeſus, then can be imagined ; 
Ehriſt ſtands in all theſe relations ro thee, and 
theſe relations are obligations unto him; accor- 
ding to the relation will he act and diſpenſe, and 
according to the obligation of every relation 
ſhall the diſpenſe be, fo as he is not only a Hus= 
band, but you may believe that he will do all 
for you ( being betrothed to him) that rhe rela- 
tion of a Husband obligeth him to, and he will 
do a!l asa Father for you, that the relation ob- 
ligeth him to,& he will do all as Brother, that 
the relarion binds him to. And know Chriſtiars, 

that you cin neyer out-live the loye and che 
grace 
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grace of rhe relations. of Chriſt, neither _ can 
you ever burthen the love pf any of his relati- 
ons, YOU can never overcharge his love; there 
is a natural love ariſing in the heart of a Father 
towards his Children, a growing, ſpringing love 
every day, that notwichſtanding many provo- 
cations, ſtill the Father keeps his heart upon his 
Child ; fo though there are provocations in your 
way unto your heavenly Father , yer his bearr 
is kept towards you, and his hearr js the heart 
of a Father; and his heart is rhe heart of a 
Husband, and his heart is the heart of a Bro- 
ther, and you can never burthen his love, .nor 
out-live his grace, nor over- believe the fulneſs 
of theſe relations of grace thar he ſtands 1n to 
your Sodls. Now then, if you would come to 
an exerciſe of faith upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
then conſider the auxiliary relations of grace 
that he ſtands in to your Souls, and what is diſ- 
penſible upon thoſe relations, and wait upon him 
for the fuliilmenr of all, 

1.2, Again ; If you would come to live a Life of 
fauth apon Chriſt Jeſus, rejoycing in him under a 
ſtrait and trial of pravidence, then take up a pro- 
miſe, and believe it upon the bare faithfulneſs of 
God, and never aiſpate with the diffculty, or ap- 
prehended impoſſwility of 'it.” There are ſome- 
times great mountains of difficulty that lye be- 
fore the promiſe, you muſt not conſule with 
theſe, Chriſtians, bur conſult with the promiſes 
| as they are in the hands of the faithfulneſs of 
God, and believe the truth. of every promiſe, 
becauſe God hath ſpoken it; how unlikely and. 
improbable ſoeyer unto ſenſe ard reaſon the ac- 
compliſh- 
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compliſhment of it is, don't RY haw can chis 
be? how can ſuch a promiſe be fulfilled ? Tr is 
not likely it ſhould be fuifilled ro me, fo unſui- 
table and ſo unanſwerable; but eye the faithful- 


neſs of God that made the promiſe, and believe 


it upon Gods bare rruth, becauſe he hath (pas 
ken it, when you have nothing elſe to encourage 
You to take it up : Thus it was with Avrahars, 


the Father of believers, Rom. 4.18, 19, 20,21: 


Who againſt hope believed in hope, and being not 

eak in faith, he conſidered not his own body, now 
dead, when he was abort an 'undred years old, nei- 
ther yet the deaaneſs of Sarahs Womb, There 
were unlikelyhoods of this promiſe ever being 


fulfilled, and if Abraham would have reaſoned 


according to ſenſe, why ſenſe would have ſug- 
geſted to him that this promiſe was a meer falla- 
Cy, a meer romance, that there was no truth, 
no certainty in it, what! he a bandred years old 
now, a dead man, almoſt his nature quite. decay- 
ed, and Sarah e*en going 1ato the grave,almoſt a 
dead Woman, nature quite decayed in her, and 
whar, ſhall Szrah conceive, and have a Son? *tis 
not likely, nor probable. Nay, faies reaſon, *tis 
an impoſſible thing : now here had been a dit- 
couragement to his Spirir, if he had called in 
ſenſe and reaſon,and confidered and debated the 
matter therewith, but he takes up- the promiſe, 
and believes It upon the bareWord of God,upon 
his bare faithfulneſs; well ſaies Abraham, I am 
indeed an old Man, and Sarah my Wife is an 
old woman, bur God hith ſaid I ſhall have a 
Child, and I believe ir;here is no hope in nature, 
*but I will believe ir againſt hope, againſt all dif- 
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couragement to my hope ; I will believe God 
chat bath ſpoken it is able to perform it, ſurely 
it ſhall be ſo; thus Chriſtians, when difficulties 
_ and diſcouragements incompaſs the promiſe, 
don't diſpute with the difficulties that lye in the 
way, but keep your eye upon the faithfulneſs of 
God, and believe the promiſe upon Gods bare 
word alone. | 
13, Again; Swte the promiſe to your preſent 
ſtate, whatever it be, and ſct it at the head of your 
trial, and then wait for an accompliſhment. 1 ſay 
ſingle out a promiſe ſutable to your ſtate, and 
ſer it at the head of your trial, atthe mouth of 
. your trouble or tempration, and then wait upon 
the Lord for the accompliſhment of the pro- 
miſe, Thou canſt ( Chriſtian ) be brought into 
no condition, but there is ſome promiſe in the 
new Covenant that doth ſute thy trya], what- 
ever it be; there is no burthen laid upon thy 
back, but ſome promiſe ſures the burthen; now 
you muſt fingle out a promiſe ſutable co your 
preſent ſtate, and ſer thar at the head of your 
tryal,& keep your eye there,waiting for the ac- 
compliſhment of the promiſe, and hereby your 
hearts will be raiſed up to glory,6r rejoyce in the 
Lord alone. Suppoſe that. you were in ſomes 
conſiderable danger, ſingle out ſome Goſpel de- 
livering promiſe, and ſet that ar the head of 
your danger. Suppoſe Chriſtian that thou haſt 
ſome great burihen upon thy Spirir, ſingle out 
ſome Soul 1eviving promiſe, and ſer it at the 
| head of thy burthen. Suppoſe that ycu have 
met with ſome extraordiuary loſs, ſingle out 
ſome comforting, revivirg promiie, ſome pro- 
miſe 
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fer that at the- door where-your comfort went out; 
and keep your eye upori the promiſe of your ſtare, 
and the promiſe of your preſent condition, and wait 
upon the Lord for its accompliſhment, and by rhis 
means your hearts will m a little titne come co be 
raiſed, and you will ſee a new ſupply ready to come 
in upon your empty condition. _ | 

14. Apain; Propoſe the communicable Attributes 
of Chriſt ro your view, as under an unchangeable re- 
conciliation and vbligation unto you. My friends, if 
Chriſt be yours,then all Chrift is yours;when Chrift 
gave you an intereſt in himſelf, he made over all 
himſelf ro you ; all the Attributes of his eternal gio- 
710us nature, they are engaged to you, they are re- 


conciled to you,and they are under an expreſs Gol- ' | 


pel Covenant obligation for you. Now, 'propoſe 
theſe, aad keep them im your view. , Confider, rhe 
Power of Jeſus Chriſt is under engagement for you. 
Confider,the Wiſdom of Chriſt Jeſus is engaged to 

ou ; 1 ſpeak tn every Believer in particular ; for 
Bee rnckes over himſelf as fully to one Believer, 
as if Le had but one Believer to make over himfelf 
unto. The Faithfulneſs of Chrift Jeſus is engaged to 
you; theLove and the Grace of Chriſt Jefus is en- 
*paged to you. Now Chriftians, if you would come 
ro rejoyce'm Chrift, 'then ofren conſider of theſe ; 
propoſe theſe Artributes as under a ſpecial un- 
changeable Covenant-reconciliation and obligation 
to you;and conſider alſo how much there is in every 


property of his Nature ; do but confider how much _ 


there is inthe Power of Chriſt, how much there is 
in the Love of Chriſt, how mich there is in the 
Gra: of Thrift, how much there is in the Wiſdom 

| | of 


inife of ſupplies that Jeſus Chriſt hach "made, and 
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of Chriſt. Chriſtians, there is a fountain -in-every 
Attxibuteof Chriſt ; there .is.a fountain of Power in 
Chriſt's Attribute of Power; and there s.a-foun- 
tain of Love in Chriſt's Attribute of Love;and there 
15a fountain of Grace in Chrilt's Attribute ofGrace, 
and theſe fountains they are ſet open for you,Chri- 
ſtians; do but ſee then, how many fountains you 
have to go unto ; you complain of want and enip- 
tineſs, that you have nothing z why here are full 
fountains to go'unto; all theſe ſer open at all tirties 
for your relief ; do but propoſe theſe (Chriſtians) 
to your conſideration, and your hearts will ſoan 
ally out to nejoyce in the Lord. 

I5. In the laſt place; If your world come to live 
by. Faith upon the Lord Feſus in all conditions, then 
reckon that your All is inChriſt,and is ahwaies ſure #n 
Chriſt, though ſome outward comforts of your condi- 
tion-are commg and going. [eſus Chriſt is the-poſ- 
{eflar of your blefledneſs ; your bleſſedneſs is not in 
your own hand, nor in the hands af a ſtranger, but 
in the hands of Chriſt; and the outward comforts 
. of your condition are not your portion, (Chriſtians) 
they are not your All, but your All it hes in Chriſt, 
and when you have loſt an Eſtate, your All is fill 
ſure in the hands of Chriſt: When pou have loſt 
friend, and loſt a relation, your All is {till 1n the 
hands of Chriſt untouched ; there ris, and 'tis al- 
waies ſure in the hand whene 'tis lodged. Now, do 
but reckon that your comforts lye Here, and that 
the Lord is the keeper and potkeflor of all your 
bopes, of all your bleſſings and bleſſednefles, of all 
your comforts and confolations, of your whole trea- 
ſure, and your Souls wilt come to be drawn out af- 
ter Chriſt ro a rejoycing in him. Says the Apolſle in 
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Col. 371 1. But Chriſt is All, and in All. - He fums | 


up afl4n a few words; all is in Chriſt ; why then, 
you that have an intereſt in Chriſt, ' reckon thar 
your All lies there,” and then will your Souls be en- 
larged'to look rowards him. F- | 
And T might add unto this for a clofe, That you 
ſhould look.up unto the Lord the Father, in the 
- ſenſe of your weakneſs in Faith, or want of Faith, to 
'encreaſe your Faith, or to: give you Faith, Fhe 
"Diſciples they went unto Chriſt, Luke 17. 5. and 


\ faid,: Lord encreaſe our Faith. So Chriſtians, you 


ſhould do ; *tis an evil -day, a trying - day ; *tis 
by Faith only that you will come to ſtand ; and 
Pris Paith that will keep up your ſpirits: - O pray 
unto. the Lord that he would encreaſe your Faith ! 


Pray for the encreaſe of this grace aboveall, and | 


be earneſt with him, that he who hath been the 
Author, would be .the promoter of your Faith. 
And'for your encouragement,Chriſtians, let me-tell 
you, "that the more you believe. in Chriſt Jeſus, 
the more, 


x. In the firſt; place you ill- glorifie Chriſt ; 
every act of Faith glorihes Chriſt Jeſus; it doth | 


glorifie his Fulnefs, it'glorifies his Alſufhciency, it 


_ glatifies his Advancement and Enthronement at 


the right hand of the Father ; it glorifies him m 
his Goſpel-Offices, as he is intruſted with the Ful- 
neſ/of all grace for you. Nay 


'' 2, Believing in the Lord fac Chriſt doth - 


Kage Teſurs Chriſt to come in for your help. Every 


act of Fauh doth not only glorifie him, but en-- 


cage him; it will awaken his Power, and cauſe 


him to arife and open' his hand, and give out 


ro 


'ihd as 
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to his Servants. many times , According to. your 


Faith be-it unto you. Nay, .,.\. oo. 
3» This Irving upon TFe(ws, Chriſt is the. only way 
to make. your, lives comfortable. [in_this world, What 
had this Prophet to comfort; his. heart. with, bur 

| only this, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, reſting upon. him 

| alone? The Figg-tree, that was withered, and 
| his creature-comforts were gone; emptineſs and 

| nothingneſs was before him 5: wellyfays he, I 24/7 

rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
Salvation, Behold, this it was that made his con- 
dition comfortable ; why Chriſtians, you will ne- 
ver have comfort in your own ſpirits under a loſs, 
under a croſs, and in a time of remptation, if you 
have not Faith upon Chriſt Jeſus, and there fx 
your Souls. Nay, let me add, 
| 4. In the fourth and laſt place; That hereby 
you ſhall hawe confirmation, and eſtabliſhment, ar:4 
lettlement, im the preateſ} ſhakings of providence 
that may be brought upon your condition. And there- 
fore, Q Chriſtians ! ler mein the winding up of all 
once more call upon you to live upon, and to glo- 
ry in Chriſt Jeſus alone : As to all your comforts 
in this world, you cannot promiſe your ſclves they 
ſhall abide with you ; God may empty you from 
veſicl to veſſel, till he have raken all theſe away ; 
but now there is enough in a naked Jeſus to take 
comfort in; there is enough in Jeſus Chriſt alone 
for you to glory in. O come and draw your 
. comforts from Chriſt, and do not draw them from 
the creature; do not draw them from ſecondary . 
helps, but draw them from the fountain ; do not 
fit down at the ſtreams, but away to the fountain, 
to the Ocean thar is alwaies full, In every ſtrair 
P 3 have 
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have your eye upon' Jefus'; in every croſs keep 
your eye upon Jeſus; in every loſs keep your & 
upon Jeſus ; under-every' ftrait and trial have re- 
' courſe ro Jeſus, and acquaint your felves' more with 
him, that you ' may be nr the Prophets frame here, 
To' rejoyce- im the Lord, and to joy m the God' of 
your Salvation. * © OW TY: "OE 
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Colo. 1. 


For the Flope which - is laid " for you 
in Hearven, whereof ye; heard before, 


i 2 the word of the truth of the Goſpel.” 


His: holy Apole being i in bonds for 
the fake of Chriſt, underſtanding by 
Epaphras, that this Chorch (with- 
whomche had taken much pains:in' 

the Lord ) was in danger to be carried off from” 

the - purity. and -fimplicity -of - the Goſpel ;* 
| by ſome Seducers ::and falſe : teachers, that 
would ſet up the abrogated inſtitutions of Mow; 


ſes, with the inſtitutions - of Chriſt , - nakoeol 
Is 
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his buſineſs to confirm them -in the faith that 
they had received ; after the infeription, and-fa- 
lutation, the Apoſtle gives thanks ro the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for what 
he haddone for this people, he declares how 
much chey were upon his heart, he could not” 
ceaſe praying for them, and he rejoyced in their 
faith, and in' their love, as gouzmay fee, ». g, 4. 
We "Five thanks to God, and the Father of our 
Lord feſus Chriſt, praying alwaies for you, fince we 
heard of your faith in Chriſt feſus, aud of the 


love which you have to. all the Saints; and he 
* ſpeaks of thejr hope in rÞþ! 5 verſe, which 


ſaies he, is Laid up for you in Heaven, by hope he 
doth not mean thegrace of hope,as'tis ſometimes 
tobe taken in the Scripture, but he means the 
object of hope, or the thing hoped for,as ſome. 
times hope is to be underſtood, as in Gal, 5. 5. 
For we through the Spirit wait for the bope of righ« 
repnſneſs by faith, And Titus 2: 13. Lookeng (far 
that bleſſed hope ; Soas the hope that he. ſpeaks 
of, which is aid up in Heaven, is Heaven” itfelf, 
and the glory and blefiedneſspf it,. thar did be- 
long unto them-that had laid hold upon Jeſus, 
and upon eternal life in laying hold upon Jeſus. 
There are ſome-to make aut 'Kbe dependenge of 
theſe words with rhe-preceding 5 do thug7; un- 
derſtand them'; we: give thanks.utto Goſh for 
your faith, and. for your Jaye, which is afevi- 


dence that you -have a hope which is laid up 
Heaven for you.. Some othens thus, we are re- 
Joyced, in your. faith, and in your Jove; +whichr: 
yoa have received, and yehereia ye [ſtand'faſt; 
for the hope which is laid up for.you in O_ | 
Su ome 
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$9me others they enderfland. the Apoſtle, ex- 
preſſing in the fourrh» verſe, the' cauſes and 
grounds of his giving thanks to God for them, 
and reJoycing on their account, and char is cheir 
faith arid their love, which are ifluftrared inirhe 
fifth verſe, both in the final cauſe'; and alfo'm 
inftrumenrel'can(e; rhe final 'caufe is Heaven, 
and' the bleffedneſ+ thereof which their faith 
and their tove wilt 'Wſae its ſelf in; the inftvw- - 
 mentel cauſe} is the word of the''truth of the 
Goſpel by whick faith and love "have been 
wroughe in them” 5 #nd by whicti they 'were 
makinÞ meer for 'rhe heavenly inderitance; 'It 
is only # ſhort "difcotitfe that 1 inrend upon the 
words. ' 7ST Df, 18 d5715 M's | 


, The Propaſnjon nam the; words is this.; -. <- 
:  Do@. That" the Saint} have © hope which: ds 
laid up in Heavtdforithim, They have the glory 
_ thie ro _ Heaven- _— "ane _ 
fealt their expeditions upon, ! whilelt they 1: 

here,” There 'is oft /Seonedt this world, 
where the Saints bave their: rreaſure, whete 
ex6ly greae eftare; and rtheir mhericance tyerly 
Sone-things they-have here, bor croly 'as/the 
Apoſtle fates, i Qor? 25.19, If in rbis life ol 
toe have hope "in Chroft, wi ate 'of all men moſt 
_ *iſwabk ;- if 'thattthers were nothing more 
rhen®is ro be-enjoyed herey If they had nor 
ſomething in —_—_— mend their condition; 
they were 'poofly orefaiesChriſh, Fobn 16.331 
rhe world Feat! halve lad, The Sans 
hay nothing -but-forrows, tryals, temptations, 
troubles, and afflitiona here : But there is a glo- 
KY "Sy 
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rpwhich remains,a glory that is. in reſerve, that 
is to be revealed, that is another manner of in- 
heritance then what is poſſeſſed - and enjoyed by 
them here, Col. 3. 4. For ye are dead; and 
10x life is hid with Chriſt 1nGod,' Thelife of: the 
Saints is a hidden life, God hath hid it fromthe 
world ; he hath hid their eſtate,be hath hid cheir 
tiches, he hath [hid their;glory-from'the world, 
they do not ;know what they,are born-and en- 
titled to; but whe Chriſt who is our life, ſhall 
appear, then ſhall we alſg.appear with :him, in 
glory, as for the men of the. world you may.ſee 
All they have, for they haye; their All here... All 
$he portion.that God intends to give them, ji. is 
offeſt by them here, and therefore they are 
called men, which have their portion in this life, 
Pſal. 17.14; And" thus *tiwid'of the rich'' man - 
in.the Parable, Z»ke 16,25. Thet-he recetved:his 
geod-things.ive this, life, And Abraham (aid, Son, 
rertpember-that thon- in; thy Jite-time receipediſt 
Shy good things, thou had chy-porcion, and;thy 
All here; al the-comfort,; and; all;the peace,,and 
8lb;the , boftavr; and-'all-the;riches; and all-che 
pleney thatioevbri Gad - inzends; tq beſtow, upon 
wicked yen; they haveiigberez hut now; befides 
Wl:char! the: Saints have here,\they bave a hope 
t is laid:up.for-them_in\Heayen. They ;can 
toktbeyatd,andover;things thatare.ſeen, unto 
thoſe thingshat are.nor ſeen;that-is, withia cag- 
. nalieye; they. a6 Took from-preſent things.thax 
are periſhing7 uno. ſpirituelchiags.that argeter- 
-4};2..Cor. 4.18.:Whileft, we-dook nor, ſaies tbe; A+ 
poftle at the things which: re, gen, ,, but at, $be 
things which are:yot ſeen, forthe bings ny 
= "on 
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ſeen aretemporal,but the things which are not ſeen, 

are eternal.” We look at thoſe things: thar are 
nor. ſeen, at the unſeen things of another world, 
and Rom. 5. 2. We have acceſs by faith into this 
grace wherein we ſtand, and rejojce in hope of the 
glory of God, We have (ſaies he) peace with 
God now, which is ſomething of Heaven let 
down into our hearts, but this isnor all, bur we 
rejoyce in hope of the glory of God; and Rom. 
8. 17, 18, Being Chilaren we are heirs, 'heirs of 
God, and oynt-beirs with Chriſt ; and faies he, 
there is a glory that ſhall be revealed, thar all - 
the ſufferings of this life are nor worthy to be 
compared with it, 2 Tim. 4. 8, There is laid up 
for me a. Crown of righteouſneſs, which th Lord 
the righteous fudge ſhall give me at thatday, and 
not to me only, but to all them alſs that love his ap 
pearing, Now laies he, that I have fought the 
good fight,now that I have finiſhed my courſe, 
now thatI am come to the end of my jour- 
ney, now that Iam a going out of the world, 
and leaving 3ll that IT have here, there is a 
Crown of righteouſneſs which is in reſerve for 
me, that 1s juſt ready to be ſet upon my head ; 
and 1 Per. 1. 3, 4. Bleſſed be the God and Father 
of our Lord feſus Chriſt, which aCcording to his a- 
bundant mercy hath begotten #5 again to a lively 
hope by the Reſurrettion of feſus Chriſt from the 
dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undef:- 
led, which fadeth not away, reſeryed in Heavcn 
for you ; It is not known whar a Saint is, whi- 
leſt he is here in this world, nor yer what a 
Saint bath; what he hath in reverſion , what be 
is called to, and what he ſhall be pur into rhe 
| | poſ- 
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poſieſſion of, 1 Fob. 3. 2. Beloved, naw arewe the 
Sons of God, but it doth not yes appear what we ſball 
be. but we know that when be ſhall appear, we ſuall 
be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as hew. * 

In ſpeaking to this Propoſition, we ſhall ſhew 
ou what Hope the Saints have laid up in Heaven 
or them. A few particulars we ſhall alittle glance 

upon for the help'of your Faith by the way. But 
what the Hope of a Saint is, which is Jaid up in 
Heaven for him, is that whichno man upon Earth 
3 able to tell you. 'The Apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor.2.9, 
TT hat eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it 


* 
' 
A q 


entred into the heart of man to concerue what God 


hath prepared for them that love bim. And the 
Apoſtle Paul was mounted up into the third Hea- 
vens, arnd,when he came down, he tells us that the 
_ glory that was there, and the high and bleſſed en- 
Joyments that are there, they 'were-unſpeakable, he 
was not able to utter them, 2 Cor, 1.2. 4. He was 
caught up into Paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable words, 
which it 1s not lawful for a man to utter ; unſpeak- 
able words, unutrerable words ; he was not able to 
utter them when he was come down again. He ſays 
at the 3d verſe, Whether he was in the body or 
out of the body he could not tell, bur when he was 
come down again, he was not able to tell what he 


heard, and what he ſaw, when he was in the tranſ: | 


port ; Bur yet there is ſomething that the Word of 
Truth hath made known tous, for the reviving of 
our ſpirits,and the ſtrengrhening of our hope whilft 
we are in our Journey ; and fome of thoſe things 1 
ſhall briefly lay before you. As, 

. Firſt, In Heaven the Saints fhall have the perfe- 


con of all grace. Here they have grace, but grace 
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15 tinder-age ;3grace 19in a great deal of weakneſs; 
grace is mixed with a great deal of corruption, thai 
is, there is a great deal of ſin in- the heart with 
grace-; they are not all grace ; grace doth not ſtand 
alone 3 grace 15 not in its full ftrength ; grace here 
is. ſo low, and (o little, fo born down, and ſo:often - 
overtopt' with corruption, as that it can hardly be 
ſeen by another, it can hardly be diſcerned by them- 
ſelves : That a Child of God is oftentimes at a lob 
to know what to make of his conditions he knows 
not whether he hath any grace or no. Says Chriſt, 
a PT; 1.0 thou of little faith | wherefure dioff 
thou doubt ?£ The fame may be ſaid tousall, O ye. 
of little faith !O ye of little love ! O ye of little pa- 

tience ! Q ye of little humility ! O ye of little fel 
denial-! grace 1s in a great deal of weakneſs here :; 
grace indeed lieth under a growing |promiſe, and 
they that have received but a little, receive it asthe 
earneſt of a great deal, bur they have only the ear- 
neſt here : Bur now when they come m Heaven, 
theres perfeCtion ; all their graces are pur into.per- 
fect ftrength ; there will be no weakneſ#W/- their 

loveto God; there will be no ſhort cortvinfps in 

their ſubmiſſion to the will of God.; but in that hea- 
venly ſtare, the Saints are all advanced unto a hea» 
venly ſtature, even unto the maſure of the ftarure 
of thefulnefs of Chriſt, Eph.3 13. till 2e all come, 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perf##t man, into the meaſure © 

the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, And Eph.5; 27. 
That (ſays he) he might preſent it to himfelf a glo- 
11ous Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, or anys ſuch 
thing ; but that it ſhould be hily and without blemiſh. 
'There will be no weakneſs, no imperfection in the 
new 


ds”: 
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new man, but youſhall be in your full grown ſtate 


in Heaven,immediately upon your tranſlation ; and 
therefore the Souls of Jutt men entring into Hea- 


| ven, are ſaid to be in a perfect ftate, Heb. 12. 22. | 


To the general Aſſembly and Church of the firſt born, 
' which are written in Heaven, and to God the Fudpe 
of all, and to the ſpirits of Fuſt men made perfett. 
Here you are glad to receivenow a little, and then 
a little, and to be adding by degrees : But there, 
grace ſhall be ſo complear, as there ſhall. be no room 
for a further degree, nor for a higher improvement. 


z. The Saints have a 9 laid up im Heawen, of 
e 


the plorification of theſe wile bodies. Our bodies are 
now full of corruption, they are earthly bodies,and 
they are a great clog and a hinderance unto a ſpi- 
ritualized Soul ; bur there ſhall come a change up- 
on them, I Cor. 15.4-2,42. So alſo is the reſurrefion 
of the dead; It is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in in- 
corruption ;' It is ſown in diſhononr, it is raiſed in 
glory. Ver. 4.4. 1t is ſown a natural body,it « raiſed 
a ſpiritual body. It i ſown im corruption : Many are 
the callfiÞring diſeaſes that our fleſh is expoſable to, 
_ whilſfWeve ; and ſuch infections ſometimes ſeize 

upon the body, as do ſeparate Lovers and acquain- 
tance far from them ; bur ro be ſure, at death, cor- 
ruption that ſeizes the body, and makes it fo loath- 
ſom, that near relations cannot bear one another. 
Abraham cries out,O! Bury my dead out of my fight; 
and yet ſhe was the Wife offsl:1s boſora, thar was 
bone of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh, ro whom he 


wanted no love ; yet ſays he, Bury my dead out of 


my fight. It as ſown mm diſhonour, and indeed it hves 
ſo, for much of the glory, and beauty, and fairneſs 
of the body of man that was at kirſt beſtowed upon 

| him, 
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him, 18 loſt, But all the ſcarrs,and all the blemiſhes, 
and all the dishgurements of our bodies, even all 
the effects of ſin, ſhall at once be done away, that 
' that which is ſown in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in 
glory; and that which is ſown in weakneſs, ſhall be 
raiſed in power; and that which 1s fown a natural 
body , ſhall be raifed a ſpiritual body 3 it ſhall be ſpi- 
ritual in its temperature,conftitution and complexi- 
on ; 1t ſhall be ſpiritual in all its operations. Ir ſhall 
be raiſed to glory,and all the robes of mortality,and 
all che raggs of its yileneſs, they ſhall be left behind. 
Lazarns, when he roſe out of the grave, he aroſe 
with all his grave-cloths about him, and he came 
with rhem our of his grave, becauſe he was to re- 
turn again, Foh. 1 1.4.4. And he that 2was dead came 
forth bound hand and foot with grave-cloths; Jelas 
ſaith to them, Looſe him, and let him go. The grave 
had not done with him : This was'not the biefſed 
Reſfarredion that was under promiſe, bur he came 
out of the grave to return again ; but now Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he aroſe out of the'grave, he aroſe to 
return no more, and he left all his grave-cloths be- 
hind him, Foh. 20. 6,7. Then cometh Simon Peter, - 
aud ent into the Sepulchre, and feeth the Linnen- 
cloths, and the Napkin that was abont bis head. The 
Grave-cloths, the Napkin,and all rhat he had about 
| him, was all left behind, becauſe he was to return 
no more. Now Jeſus he aroſe ' as the firſt fruits of 
the Saints, 1 Cor. 15. 20. But now « Chr:{t riſen 
from the dead, and become the firſt-fruits of them 
that ſlept. So as you may ſee in the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt what ſhall be unto the Saints in their Refur-" 
rection : They ſhall leave all the cloths of tteir 
diſhonour, and of corroption and mortality behind 
_ B22 them, 
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them. And Phl. 3. 20,21, Theſe wile bodies of ours 


ſhall be changed, and made like to the glorions body of 


Chriſt.. Who ſhall change our wite bodies, bodies fall 
of corruption, full of weakneſs, bodies in ſo much 
diſhonour, they ſhall be changed, and ſhall be fa- 
ſhioned like to the glorious body of Chriſt. And 
Rom. 8.23. And not only they, but our ſelves alſo 
ho have the fnſt-fruits of the Spirit, even we our 
ſelves groan within our (elves, waiting for the As 
doption, to wit, the redemption of our bodzes. So that 
this is another part of the hope that is laid up in 
Heaven for the Saints, the glorification of their vile 
bodies. We ſhall have partof that glory and ho- 
nour upon our bodies, that the Farher did beſtow 
upon, that body which he prepared for his Son, 
when he took our nature: . And truly the body of 
Jeſus Chriſt in Heaven 1s the moſt glorious crearure 
that is there; and.it 1s a glory which the Saints 
ſhall admire for ever ; they ſhall not only, admire it 


in Chriſt, but adnure it in themſelves, as they alſo, 


ihall be made partakers of it. _ - ... 1" 

3. The Saints hays Hope laid up for them of an 
' everlaſting Reſt, Here 1s no Reſt in this world, it 1s 
full of troubles and toffings to and fro, like a Ship. 
that 15 at Sea in a ſtorm ; but now in, Heaven there 
is Reſt;Reſt from all the troubles of men, Reſt from 
all the. troubles of Satan, - Reſt from all: the traubles 
of {in ; forrow ſhall flee from them : All rears ſhall 
be wiped from their.eyes, Rev. 2.1. 4+ I hall not 
here tell you haw-far. the Saints may be made pare 


takers of this that is here promiſed, on this fide Hea- 
ven ; butto be ſure, *tis true of Heaven it felf. Glad 
woupuld a Saint- be;to,get into a correr where he. 


might fit down and þe at reſt; bur it he take up mn 
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this condition, heis preſently diſturbed z if he' go 
into another' condition, he finds his troubles follow 
him; his quarters are continually broken up; he can 
never beat reſt, but one diſquiet follows another, 
and one trouble takes another by the heels. Bur in 
Heaven there; the Saints ſhall be taken into: an ever» 
lalting Reſt, 2. Theſ. 1.7. And to you who are troubled 
reſt with ts..., He cheers up theſe Theſſalonians to 
whom he' writbs, under all the: troubies that they 
met withal -fram men and Devils, and all their: ene« 
mes in their way, that wgre continually diſquiet- 
ing of their ſpirits ; Well, ſays he, Cheer up,to you 
who are troubled reſt with us. He was abundant in 
labours, and abundant in forrows and ſufferings, but 
he comforted himſelf with this, that there was a 
Reſt that remained for him; and not for me oply, 
ſays he, bur. for you alſo; reſt with us : You ſhall 
come inta the ſame Reſt with us. Miniſters and 
People that are faithful in Chriſt Jeſus,ſhall all-come 
into the ſame Reſt, a Reſt that none of the troublers 
{hall be able to diſturb, Rew.14.13. Bled are the 
dead that die in the Lord, from henceforth, yea-ſaith 
the Spirit, that they may-reſt from their labours, aud 
their works do follow them. The labours and the 
pains that you take here,they are very many-: We 
were driven by God into this condition, in \the 
ſweat of our faces to cat our bread ; Well, but this 
1s but for this life: You have a Hope that 1s laid 
up: in Heaven for you, of a bleſſed and a glorious 
Reft; wherein yau ſhall have freedom from all your 
labours ; yqu fhall have freedom from all the di- 
ſturbances and preſſures that you have here. 2] 
4. There as fulneſs of Foy that is laid up in Hea- 
ven for all Believers. Says the Prophet, 7/a. 66. 1 #* 
| Q 2 That 


2.2.8 The Fope of the 
That ye may ſuck and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of 
hcr conſolation,that ye-may milk out, and be delighted 
with the abundance of her glory. It that there be 
ſuch a time a coming, wherein this may be-true of 
the Saints here upon Earth. it will be-much more fo 
in Heaven; for Heaven will heighten: all ; ir will 


heighten all your joy,: and. heighten all. your com- 


fort-; and nor' only: heighten the joy and comfort 
that you have, but that ſucceeding Saints ſhall have 
when the whole Earth ſhall be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord ; ſtill there ſhall be a diſpro- 
portion between Earth and Heaven. When the 
voice ſaith, Come up hither, that which follows is, 
Enter into your Maſter's Foy, Matth. 25.21. Here 
the Lord, for the bearing up of the hearts of his 
People, ſends down a little joy into their ſpirits ; he 


ſends down the Comforter unto them,and he comes, 
and now and then ſpeaks a reviving word;now and: 
then he gives a drop of conſolation, and it may be. 


it 15 upon the end of the Rod too, and. this is count- 


ed a great matter; and truly it ſhould be fo with 


us... But there is a hope of another manner of Joy, 


(or. other meaſures) laid up in Heaven for you. Joy, 


- it ſhall be the Air that-the Saints ſhall breath in ; it 
ſhall be the very Otb that: they ſhall move in, the 
very Elements that they ſhall dwell in ; their hearts 
cannot hold /all ; 'it- ſhall be overflowing, it ſhall 
be round about them. +: 


. I. "The Foy that w laid up in | Heaven for . the 
Saints, it 1s that that ſhall be fully ſatisfying. They: 
ſhall have enough of 1t, they ſhall:be filled with it. 


to the full, ſo as'there ſhall be no yoom for more, 
Pſal. 16.11. Thop wilt ſhew me the path of life ; in 


Whypreſence isfulneſs of Foy, and at thy right hand are 
| pleaſures 
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pleaſures for evermore.. ; But ſhall the Saints have 
enough of this? yes, P/al.17.16, As for me, I will 
behold thy face in righteouſneſs ; I ſhall be ſatisfied 
when I awake with thy likeneſs. The Soul hath not \ ig 
its fatisfa&tion here ; when it bath a little, .it is en« 
larged to bleſs God, bur it hath not enoughzit would 
have more ſtill; a lirtle more communion with God : 
But in Heaven there is fatisfaQtion to the full. hen 
I awake, that is in the morning of the reſurrection, 
when this mortality is blown out of his eyes; when 
he comes to open his eyes in the other world, then 
ſhall I be ſatisfied with thy likeneſs. 
2. The Joy that us laid up in Heaven is unmixed. 
Here there is a mixture with your Joy, you have a 
little joy, and a great deal of ſorrow; you have a 
little peace,-and a great deal of trouble ; you have 
darkneſs with your light, and you have vexation 
and croſſes with your comforts : But in Heaven 
there is nothing to crols, there. is nothing to grieve, 
there is only joy, there is no | mixture with your. 
Joy. It will be pure joy. _ | 
3- And thirdly ;. That Foy that is laid up in Heas 
Ven will be permanent. It 1s ſuch as you ſhall fir 
down in, and that which you ſhall partake of to 
eternity. Here your joy 1s not only mixed with 
ſorrows, bur it meers with great overwhelmings; it 
is coming and going ; itis partaken of here at great 
uncertainties; but now in Heaven it will be alwaies 
the ſame. | YN 
4. There 4s in Heaven laid up for you abſolute free- 
dom, and full liberty of Soul in the Serwice of God. 
Here cis not ſo,when the ſpirit is willing, the fleſh is 
weak ; and how often are our hearts ready to die 
within us ? The Spirit will nor hold out; we cag _ 
Qz hardly®” ©, 
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and ſpirits tire z -but now there will be a ſo - 
| neſs of ſtrength in Heaven, and there will be 11i- 
74 berty of ſpirit, proportionable to all ſtrength, 
Wo and to allgrace; the Soul will be iff abſolute 
freedom for God, and the body under an abſo- 
lute freedom too, anſwerable unto all the free- 
neſs of the Soul ; now the body is a great clog 
ro the Soul ; itisa great hinderance, that you 
cannot do for God, and you cannotlay out your 
ſelves for God as you would, but there will be 
no wearine(s in Heaven in your Spirits, though 
you ſhall ſerve night and day, world without 
end : the promiſe is, Iſaiah 40. 31, That they 
that wait npon the Lord, ſhall renew their ſtrength, 
b they ſhall mount up with wings as Eagles,they Jhall 
E '  7'ult, and not be weary, they ſhall walk, and not be 
; | faint. The Saints rejoyce as they can experience 
fomething of this here, but the fulieſs of this 
promiſe will be in Heaven,there you ſhall mount 
Z up indeed as with wings, there Soul and Body 
3 hall be.in all liberty in the ſervice of God. 
Now what. would Saints give to have their 
Spirits in a freedom and full liberty for God but 
one day; O they would count it a corner of 
Heaven, if that they could have their Spirits 
{et in full liberty for God but one of his on 
that they may ſerve God, and delight rthem- 
{elves fully in the ſervice of. God a whole day. 
But Sirs, in Heayen you ſhall be fully delighted 


be taken off from your Spirits. | 
5. The Saints haye a hope laid up in Heaven 
#, for rhems of an cternal abode in the glotions pal- 
ooh | lace 


; S hardly watch with Chriſt one hour ; bodies tire | 


CC. ans aces. a. ad: i. a6 * i 6 


in the ſervice of God to eternity, all clogs ſhall 


qQ wn 
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. lace of their Father ; here their dwelling is un- 
certain, they have no ſure dwelling place upon 
earth ; their. Landlords ſometimes warn them 
out of their Houſes, and command them ro ſeek 
a new dwelling; ſometimes God turns them 
out of their Houſes, they may be driven our of 
their Houſes here by the Sword, they may be 
driven out by fire, bur the Lord he hath choſen 
Heaven as the place of their, perpetual refi- 
dence, Deur. 1. 33. Who went in the way before 
you to ſearch oat a place. The Lord went before 
Tſracl in the Wilderneſs by Fire, and by the 
Cloud to ſearch out a-place for his People,where 
they ſhould dwel]: Jeſus the fore-runner that 
is entered into Heaven, he is gone befoce to 
ſearch our a place, to chooſe out a place,and to 
prepare a place for you,7obn 14, 2. I go ſaith be 
to prepare a place for you; and this place thar 
Chriſt is gone to prepare, *'tis in the Fathers 
Houſe, there ſhall the Saintsabode and dwelling 
be for ever ; and there is none that ſhall ever 
turn them out of that Houſe, bur to eternity 

they ſhall peaceably poſſes ir. | 

6. In Heaven ſhall be the conſummation of the 

Marriage between Chriſt and the believer ; here 
the Marriage is entered upon, Chriſt and rhe 
believing Soul they are betrothed together, as 

Thoſea 2.19, 20. And I will betroth thee anto ne 

for ever ; but the betrothment here 1s like a 

young man, when he becroths a Virgin, they live 

aſunder after they are betrothed, ſo Chriſt ard 

your Souls live aſunder; you are betrothed here 

by grace, ard you come together ncw and then 

ia an ordinance, and now and then Chriit Jers 


Q. 4 OUT 
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out of his heart unto you, and now and then 
you let our: of your heart to Chriſt, and now 
and then Chriſt ſends you a token of his love, 
and a letter of his love, wherein he gives a 
manifeſtation of his love, bur ſtill you are aſur- 
der ; but in Eeaven the Marriage ſhall be con- 
ſummated, 2 Cor. 5. 6. While we are: at home in 
the body, we are abſent ſrom the Lord, and we live 


 aſunder, bur ſaies he, when we come to depart 
we ſhall 'be with Chrift, Phil. 1.2.3. and we ſhall 


ever be with the Lord, 1 Theſ. 4,17. This is a 


bleſſed day indeed, that will bring Jeſus Chriſt 
and your Souls together, never more to be ſc- 
parated, never more to be at a diſtance, never 
ro be outof the preſence of one another more. 
Communion with God it is ſweet now, and 
when Jeſus Chriſt lets out but a little of him- 


ſelf; O the Soul he cries out, evermore give- 


me of this Bread. O faies he, that I were to go 
down no more, but this communion is clouded, 

and the ſenſe of it loſt, but when we come to 
be diſſolved, and to enter into Heaven,then ſaies 
he, we ſhall be with the Lord. 


7. Again ; The Saints have a hope laid up for 


them in Heaven, of enjoying fellowſhip and ſocie- 
iy with all ſanftified ones in Chriſt feſus ® Heaven 
will bring all the Saints together,and keep them 
In art eternal communion. There are two things 
_ have reſpect to the Saints in Heaven, 

. They ſhall have a full knowledge one of ano« 
"Ong And, 

2. They ſhall have communion onue with another. 
I, The ” ſhall have kyowledge one of another : 
There hal be no ſtrangers in Heaven; indeed it 
is queſtioned by fome whether the Saints ſhall 


know ' 
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know one another in Heaven; but truly ir is 
out of queſtion with me, for the Saints ſhall 
be all of one Society, they ſhall be all of one 
Company, they ſhall be all of one intire body, 
and ſurely it is inconſiſtent with the glory of 
that ſtate, for one member to have no know- 
ledge of- another ;' if that you be of a compa- 
ny here upon earth, let the company be 40,50, 
Io0, Or 500, by abode together, and by con- 
verſe, and by refidence together, and meeting 
together, you come to have a knowledge one 
of another ; and can it be thought thar an eter- 
nal abode, together in Heaven, won't give you 
the knowledge one of another ; but the Scrip- 
ture ſeems very plain and clear in this caſe, in 
Mat. 17. 3, 4. Feſus thre taketh Peter, James, 
and John, aud goes up into an high mountain, and 
there he was trausfigured before them ; and indeed 
it was a little corner of Heaven that he carried 
them into there ; and he brings down Moſes and 
Elias, and Peter preſently knew them, and he ſaid 
unto Jeſus, Lord it 15 good for us to be here; if thou 
wilt let us make here three Tabernacles,one for thee, 
and one for Moſes, and one for Elias : Peter had 
never ſeen Moſes and Elias, for they were dead 
many years before he was born, and yet as ſoon 
as ever they did appear with Chriſt, Peter knew 
them, this is 2oſes, and this is Elzas. Sirs, the 
knowledge of the Saints won't be decreaſed,but 
heightned inHeaven; ſome of you it may be lye 
under mourning of Spirit for ſome of your rela. 
tions that are gone to Heaven ; well, wait but a 
little while, and you ſhall know them again; 
But let.me tell you, you ſhallnort knory them af- 
rer 
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| ter a carnal manner,but after a ſpiritual manner, 
according to that ſtate, 2 Cor, 5. 16. Where- 
fore hencefarth know we no man after the fleſh.Chrilt 
thall not be khown hereafter after the fleſh, and 
when you corfie in Heaven, you won't know one 
another after the fleſh, yet in a ſpiritual manner 
you ſhall know one another, Parents {hall know 
their Children, and Children ſhall know their 
Parents in a ſpiritual manner, you ſhall know 
thoſe Servants of God that have raken pains 
with you here, and helped your Souls on to 
Heaven, Some of you often think it may be, of 
Reverend Mr. Armitage, that laboured with 
you inthe Lord, and ſome of you remember 

everendMr Aer, that was theLords mouth un- 
to You many years;you that havea hope laid up 
inHeaven for you,you ſhall follow them in your 
time and in your order, and know them again, 
and all the Servants of the Lord from one end 
of the world unto the other ; you ſhall know 


thoſe that you have known, and you ſhall know 


thoſe that you have not known, you ſhall know 
Moſes, and Abraham, Iſaac and 7acob, andall the 
- Patriarchs, And then ; 

2. You ſhall know them ſo as to have commuition 
with them, you ſhall fir down (which is a note of 
communion, at. 8. 11.) with Abraham, Ifaac, 
ana Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven ; indeed 
all your knowledge of the Saints, and all your 
fellowſhip with the Saints, ir ſhall all be reſol- 
ved into the gloritying of God, ſo as God ſhall 
be uppermoſt in all, and you ſhall ſee God 
through all, and you ſhall criumph in God, and 
ling praifes to God through all ; vet as glorified 

Saints 
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Saints together, and as members of the ſame, © 
body; ſo there will be a fellowſhip and commu- 
nion together in the enjoyment of God, and 
communion with him; | 
8. There is a hope which you have laid up for 
you in Heaven, of Gods being all in all to 'you ; in 
I Cor. 15. 18. And when all things ſhall be ſub- 
aned to kins, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſub- 
jet to him that put all things under him, that God 
| may be all in all, The diſpenſation that Chrift 
hath now in his hand, in that he is the Lord of 
the world, and the government of it ſhall be 
laid down, when the whole body of believers 
ſhall be brought home, and all the eleftion of 
| Gods grace broughtin ; yet then ſhall Chriſt be 
lorious in the eyes of the Saints, but Ged ther 
Frall be all in all; that is, all believers ſhall be 
placed in the immediate preſence of God,where 
ſhall be the full diſplay of his glory upon them 
to all eternity, an immediate and powerful diſ- 
play of the glory of the Divine: Majeſty upon 
| their Souls ro eternity ;- here the Saints can ſee 
the face of God butin a glaſs, x Cor. 13. 12. For 
now we (ee through a glaſs darkly ; it is but a dim 
glaſs that we have here to ſee God in, but then 
faies he, face to face. Moſes you know did impor- 
tune the Lord that he might ſee his glory, Exod. 
33-18. ſajes the Lord at the 2o v. Thos canſt 
not ſee my face, for there ſhall no man ſee me and 
lzve ; in thy preſent mortal ſtate, ſaies God,thou 
art not able to bear my immediate glory, but 
I will cauſe ſome of my goodneſs to paſs before 
thee, to ſatisfy thee for the preſent ; So God he” 
makes ſome diſcoyeries of himſelf in the =_ 
| | 0 
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of fome Goſpel-Inſtitution, but now in Heaven 
there is face to face, in the immediate preſence of 
the Lord, ever to behold his glory. "Theſe are ſome 
of thoſe bleſſed things that are laid up for . the 


Saints in Heaven, that their hopes and expeCtations 
ſhould be upon whilſt they are here. | 


Appl. 1 hall now make a little Application of 


this. EX 

' Uſe 1. If that theSaints have ſuch a Hope laid 
up for them in Heaven, Then here you may ſee the 
difference between them and the men of this world, 
who are taken up with the good things that are here 


below. They cry out, Who will ſhew us any good? 


They look for things that are ſeen, and that are 
plealing to the fleſh, and they look no further. O 
Sirs! how poorly provided are the men of the 
| world, with all their hundreds, and with all their 
thouſands, when they have all their good things 
here, and they have nothing to come ? Do not you 
ſee that the portion of God's People is another 
manner of portion than the portion of the wicked 
in all their plenty and fulneſs ? Says the Prophet, 
Fer. 10. 16. The portion of Jacob zs not like them. 
So the portion of a Saint is not like the portion of a 
Sinner. Though God hath not made you rich in 
this world, and hath not given you the fulneſs and 
the honours that the men of this world do poſleſs, if 

ou have a Hope laid up in Heaven for you, hath 
not he dealt better by you ? Hagar and her Child 
they are packt away out of the family with a Loaf 


of bread, and a, bottle of water, and that was their - 


portion and allowance, when the Inheritance was 


reſerved for Iſaac, Gen.21.14. So the Lord he gives 


. the good things of this life unto wicked men ; he 
throws 
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throws them in common unto them, and they are 
ſent away'out of his preſence with them, and when 
the Loaf is done, and the Bottle 1s empty, they have 
nothing more to betake themſelves unto ; then the 
muſt fit down in eternal'miſery. Now under all the 
ſhort commons that the Saints have here, they have 
a_ Hope that is laid up in Heaven. ' You ſee' then 
that the portion of a Saint is nor like the portion of 
a worldly mani. HOT . W159) We 
Uſe 2. See here the' dronity and the honour that the 
Lord hath. put upon. all his-Saints. ' The worth of a 
Child'of God is not known here ; like his Lord and 
Maſter;he is deſpiſed, and conternned,and reproach- 
ed; they are men and wonien of ſcorn and contempt, 
of ſorrow and bitternefs.in''the world ; but there'is: 
honour-that the Lord puts-upon them, though the 
world count them theioft-ſcouring-of 'all things, -ag 
thoſe Worthies were, of whom the world was not' 
worthy, Heb.11.36;37,38. They had trials of cruel 
mockings\and ſcourgings ; yea moreover, of bonds and 
impriſonment. They were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſun- 
der; were tempted,” were flain with +he ſwerd ; they 
wandered about in Sheep-skins and Goat-skins, being. 
deftitute, aflied, tormented, of whom the world was: 
not .worthy. And ' who: were theſe'?? "Theſe were” 
Heirs of Heaven, Children of the'Promiſe ; theſe. 
were perſons that had-a Hope laid up for them in 
Heaven, and in all their diſgraces and contempts 
here, were waiting for a glory that-was to be re- 
vealed. Great honour hath the Lord put upon his 
Saints, 'in the Hope that is laid- up'in Heaven for 
them. | 
: Uſe 3. If that there be a Hope which the Saints 
have laid up for them in Heaven, a Hope that _ 
+34 0 3 
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hold, then all of bs Jook into your ſekoes, and examine 
your Hopes, and ſee that you be not miſtaken in them. 
There is a Hope that will ftand you in no ſtead. We 
read of the Hope of the Hypocrite, that is. like un- 
to the giving up of the Ghoſt, which is bur as the 
Spider's web, he ſhall truſt rojt, and it ſhall deceive 


him. O Sirs ! look well to yaur Hopes that you be. 


not miſtaken; conſider whether your Hope be laid 
up in Heaven, whether you have caſt Anchor with- 
im the Vail; examine your fate'and condition, to 
ſze how *tis with you, leſt at laſt you ſhould miſs of 
all this glory that the Saints hope for; and in the 


examination. of your ſelves, look to theſe. two 


things which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in the yerſe be- 
re the Text; Qne 15Faith, and the other/as Love. 
;'Firlt, Look to your Faith, and fee whether you 


have made a true: cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt, True: 
Faith it vnbottoms the Soul from all things on this 


fide Chriſt,. and founds the Soubypen Chriſt hime 
ſelf. Now if you would know whether yaur Hope 


be good, -ſee: whether your Faith be ſound, have : 


you taken the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for  yours?- for 
your Prophet, and for your Prieſt, and. for your. 
King ? have'you made a cloſe with him? and have: 
yau reſigned up your ſelves unto him? examine 
your: ſelves.about your believing.”  !{ _/ 
. Secondly, Examine your ſets about your Love. 
When Jeſus Chriſt came to put Peter upon the exa- 
mination of  hiniſelf, ſays he, Simon Peter, loweff: 
thou me ? Simon, lovelt thou me_more than thele ? 
Boſt rhou lave me more than all the world beſfides 7 
that 1s Chriſt's meaning, more than his Nets, . more 
than all his 'employments in the world. . So, hath 
God and Jeſus Chriſt the uppermoſt room in thy 

heart * 
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heart ? are they principal. in thy affections? are: 
they more to thee than all the world beſides ? doſt 
thou love God, and love Jeſus Chriſt more than 
all. Examine your ſelves by your Faith, and 'by 
your Love, and take heed that you do not take up 
ina falſe Hope that will deceive you. . © 
Us 4- Again; If that you have aHope that is laid up 
in Hearn for you, then compart your ſelves with this 
Hope,anaer all the. diſcorafortures that You meet 2ht hs 
al m the world. The Apoſtle he makes this uſe'of 
the point, I. Theſ. 4, 18. Wherefore comjort one anc-- 
tber with theſes words; With what, words ? That 
(ſys he) we ſhall meer the Lond in the Aiv. and {o- 
ſhall be ever with him. Comfort one another, and 
_ comfort your own hearts: with theſe words. You' 
meet with, many: loſſes here,and: you meet with mas: 
ny temptations here,. and you ' meer: with many af-/ 
fictions here,. trial upon trial, one following ano/: 
ther ; well, ynder all comfort your ſelves with the- 
Hope- that us laid.up in. Heaven: for you, , and bat-" 
lance all your trials and temptations with the Hope: 
that is in Heaven. And 

Uſe 5. In thelaſt place; You that have a Hope 
laid up in Heaven for you, ſee that you walk anſwer- 
able to your Hope. This is expected of you, as the 
Apoſtle tells you, 1 Theſ. 2. 12. That ye would 
walk 2wortby of God, who hath called you unto his 
Kingdom and glory. See that you walk worthy of 
the Hope that you have received. Have you a Hope 
laid up in Heaven for you, of ſuch grear things as 
we have mentioned, a Hope ever to be with the 
Lord? then carry it in a way correſpondent to 
theſe Hopes, in raifed frames, breathings and long- 
' ings of heart after God. 'The Hopes of an eternal 


enjoyment 
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enjoyment of God in the world to come, ſhould 
fill us with defires after the enjoyment of God 
here, in thoſe means, and according to thoſe 
waies in which he hath promiſed to let our of 
himſelf ro his People. You ſhould be continually 
preſsing after .the enjoyment of God mediately, 
who have the Hopes of the eternal enjoyment of 
God immediately. And, ſays the Apoſtle, 1'Foh. 

. 3- He that hath thu Hope in him, purifieth 
Lmlelf even as be 16; pure." If you have ſuch a 
Hope, then teſtifie it by laying fiege to corruption, 
and by ſeeking to mortifie ' the body. of ſin and 
death, that you bear'about you, and correſpond 
with your Hopes in preſsing after holineſs, and a 
growth in all grace z for he that- hath this Hope, 
and he that hath the. Promiſe of theſe things, will 
be perfecting Holineſs in the::fear of God, Make 
it your buſineſs therefore to grow in grace, and to 
adyance in all 'Holineſs, that fo you'tmay abound, 
and that yet more and more in the work-. of the 
Lord. 
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Chriſtians Freedom 
| FROM 
Condemnation:in Chrilt, 


Romans 8. 1. 


There is therefove now no Condemnation to 
them wyich are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 
not.after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 


T" I S Chapter 1s (as one calls it) the Maga- 
zine of a Chriſtian's comfort ; it is the Cabi- 
net where many Jewels are lockt up, the Ship 
where much of .his Treaſure is imbarqued. The 
Apoſtle gives out comfort upon comfort unto Be. 
lievers here. | 

I. In the firſt part of the Chapter he endeavours 
to comfort them under the afflitive and diſcou- 
raging ſenſe that rhey had of the remaining corrup- 
tion that did annoy and peſter them every day, 
- - ſhewing that it was pardoned and done away out 
of the ſight of God. 
\ 2, He endeayours to comfort them under all 
their trials, tribulations and aflictions, that were 


R many 
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many,and to be many in this world;and ſhews them 
that there was a weight of glory in reſerve, that 
would more than baliance them all. 

. He alſo endeavours to comfort them againſt 
their fears of falling away,or of God's caſting them 
oft, ſhewing of them, that nothing ſhall ſeparate 
them from the love of Chriſt. And in the cloſe of 
the Chapter Faith breaks our into an high act, and 
he is able to triumph over all in this world, and all 
© 'the Principalities of Hell and Darkneſs thar were 
engaged againſt him, ſhewing that in Chriſt Jeſus 
he was (and all thoſe in his flate and conditicn were) 
more than Conquerors through him that had lo- 
ved them. | 
 Tnthe firſt verſe you have a heart-reviving Pro- 
poſition laid down; There is no condemnaticn to 
them that are in Chriſt Feſzs. In the foilow:rg ver- 
ſes, you have the confi-mation of this Propoſition; 
For (ſays he) the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt 
Feſrrs hath made me free from the Law of ſm and 
death. In wer. 9. he mukes application of all unto 
thoſe in Chriſt Jeſus tro whom he ha4 written: But 
ye(fays he) are not 7 the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, if ſo 
be the Spirtt of God dwelleth im you. All you that 
have the Spirit of God, you are not. in the fleſh, but 
in the Spirit ; and thercfore there is no condemna- 
tion to you; and he prepoſes it in ſuch general 
terms, as that all who have the Spirit, may take it 
up, and make application of the comfort thereof to 
their own Souls. "The Aſfertion that he lays down 
in the Text is, 20 condemnation to them that are m 
Chriſt Feſzrs : Or a Concluſion that is drawn from 
the whole Doctrine"of our Juſtification in and by 
_ the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, of which he had 
| treated 


: 
l 
| 
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treated in the preceeding Chapters of the E- 
piſtle. Now this he concludes from it, that be- 

Ing accepted in Chriſts righreouſneſs, and bring 
in thar juſtified before God, rhere is now no Con- 
demnation for nz ; fo as vou have in the wgrds, 

x. This afſ-rrion laid down, that there is no 
Condemnation to them that are in Chrift feſas, 
2. A Mark and Charatter given, whereby we 
may come to know whether we are rife to whons 
there is nocondemnation , that is, fuch ( ſaies he Y 


| walk not afrer the fi:ſh, but afier the Spirit, 


Inthe Propoſition or aliertion, you may 

_ notice, 
Of the SubJelhs, ang they are ſuch as are 

in Chref 

2. Of the Predicate, and that is, there ;s no 
Condemnation. to them. Some there are thar 
make+our being in Chriſt Jeſus our yocation, 
and they conſtrue our Non- condemnation, our 
juſtification,and our walking not after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit, to ſet forth our ſanCtitica- 4 
tion, Condemnation, it is the doom or ſentence 
of a juſt and righteous Judge againſt an offen- 
der. Now Non condem#ation, it is the contrary 
hereunta ; that 1s, to be acquitted, to be dif- 
charged, to have che ſentence of death revo= 
ked and taken off, and this is that that God 
doth for all choſe chat are in Chriſt Jcſus ; he re- 
vokes the ſentence that was gone out againſt 
them. There is in the Goſpel a cance!jing of 
our law obligation to die ; the Gofpel chat brings 
in'life, and removes the death thai rhe Jaw 
threatned and denounced againſt us; and © ihe 
Propoſition from the firſt part of the verſe is 
this, oO. Doct: 


2.44 Freedom from Condemnation 
DoCt. That all thoſe that are in Chriſt, they 
are acquitted, abſolved, and diſcharged by God, 
There is now fajes he, #o condemnation to them 
that are in Chriſt Feſus. No condemnation from 
God, no condemnation in Heaven for them ; 
God the Father, that is in Chriſt a Father of 
Mercies, and a Father of Forgiveneſfles, he 
comes, and forgives, and diſcharges them. There 
are 3 Courts as I may ſo ſay; there is the Court 
of Heaven, there is the Court of Conſcience, and 
there are the Courts of Men, Now a Child of 
God may be ſentenced in the two Jatter, and 
yet acquitted and cleared in the former ; he 
may be condemning himfelf , he may be 
drawing up charges againſt himſelf, he may 
write nothing but bitterneſs againſt himſelf, when 
he is acquitted before God, he may be accuſed 
and condemned by Men ; Jeſus Chriſt was ſo, 
counted a Sinner, numbred 'amongſt Tranſpreſ: 
ſours, and yet the beloved Son of God all the 
while ; butyet there is a time a coming, when 
all thoſe that are diſcharged in Gods Court in 
Heaven ſhall be cleared, both in the Court of 
their own conſciences; and alſo before the whole 
world. We ſhall obſerve this method in our 
brief handling of ir. 
t, To ſhew you the truth of it from Soriptare, 
2. To give you the properties of this diſcharge 
that is given ont by God to believers, | 
3. The ground upon which God proceeds in the 
diſcharge. 
' 4+ The time when the Soul is taken into this 
priviledge,and hath the diſcharge given oxt to him. 
And then the Application, 
h I, Scrip- 


x. Scripture clears this ; That there is no Con” 
demm ation to them that are in Chriſt: they are 
abſolved, they are diſcharged by Gad. Believers 
are ſo, but as for all thoſe that are in their Sins, 
they are ander the ſentence of condemnation ; ic 
hangs over them, and it follows them where- 
ever they go, fohn 3.18, He that believeth on 
him tis not condemned ; but he that belieuecth not, is 
condemned already ; really condemned, he hath 
the ſentence really denounced againſt him, he 
is really declared a dead man in the ſenſe of the 
law, as we ſay when the judge hath denounced 
ſentence of death againſt a Malefactor, he is a 
dead man, ſo every one in his ſins is a dead 
man, he is condemned. already : There is indeed 
this difference between him, and one thar is in 
Hell, he that is in Hell is condemned and execu- 
ted ; but the finner upon Earth is condemned 
' and not executed, The Sinner in Hell is condem- 
ned and executed,and there remains ro hope for 
him. The Sinner upon Earth, he is condemned, 
and yet there is hope, that comes in at the door 
of the Goſpel, which gives ſome probability, 
that if he will beſtir himſelf, the ſentence may 
be removed ; the patience of God is exerciſed, 
and it is drawn out into a great length, and ir is 
to lead the Sinner to repentance, Rom. 2, 4 Or 
deſpiſeſt thou the riches of h:s goodneſ;, and for- 
bearance, and long-ſuffering, not knowing that the 
goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance ? Aﬀeer 
the Seritence, God waits upon the Sinner, and 
will not ſuffer the law preſently to take hold, 
and to do its.work : the hand of Juſtice that is 
held from ſmiring ; the Sinner 1s not preſently 
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Doft. That all thoſe that are in Chriſt, they 
are acquitted, abſolued, and diſcharged by God. 
There is now fajes he, no condemnation to thew 
that are in Chriſt Feſus. No condemnation from 
God, no condemnation in Heaven for them ; 
God the Father, that is in Chriſt a Farher of 
Mercies, and a Father of Forgivenefles, he 
comes, and forgives, and diſcharges them. There 
are 3 Courts as I may ſo ſay; there is the Court 
of Heaven, there is the Conrt of Conſcience, and 
there are the Courts of Men, Now a Child of 
God may be ſentenced in the two Jatter, and 
yet acquitted and cleared in the former ; he 
may be condemning - himſelf , he may be 
drawing up charges againſt himſelf, he may 
write nothing but bitterneſs againſt himſelf,when 
he is acquitted before God, he may be accuſed 
and condemned by Men ; Jeſus Chriſt was ſo, 
counted a Sinner, numbred amongſt Tranſpreſ: 
ſours, and yet the beloved Son of God all the 
while ; butyet there is a time a coming, when 
all thoſe that are diſcharged in Gods Court in 
Heaven ſhall be cleared, both in the Court of 
their own conſciences; and alſo before the whole 
world. We ſhall obſerve this method in our 
brief handling of it. 
t, To ſhew you the truth of it from Soriptare, 
2. To give you the properties of this diſcharge 
that is given out by God to believers, | 
3. The ground upon which God proceeds in the 
diſcharge. | 
' 4+ The time when the Soul is taken into this 
priviledge,and hath the diſcharge given oxt to him. 
And then the Application, 
| | I, SCrip- 


demn at ion to them that are in Chriſt: they are 
abſolved, they are diſcharged by God. Believers 
are ſo, but as for all thoſe that are in their Sins, 
they are ander the ſentence of condemnation ; ic 
hangs over them, and it follows them where- 
ever they go, fohn 3.18, He that believeth on 
him is not condemned ; but he that belieucth not, is 


condemned already ; really condemned, he hath 


the ſentence really denounced againſt him, he 
is really declared a dead man in the ſenſe of the 
law, as we ſay when the judge hath denounced 
ſentence of death againſt a Malefactor, he is a 
dead man, ſo every one in his ſins is a dead 
man, he is condemned. already ; There is indeed 
this difference between him, and one thar is in 
Hell, be that is in Hell is condemned and execu- 
ted ; but the ſinner upon Earth is condemned 
' and not executed, The Sinner in Hell is condem- 
ned and executed,and there remains ro hope for 
him. The Sinner upon Earth, he is condemned, 
and yet there is hope, that comes in at the door 
of the Goſpel, which gives ſome probability, 
that if he will beſtir himſelf, the ſenrence may 
be removed ; the patience of God is exerciſed, 
and it is drawn out into a great length, and ir is 
to lead the Sinner to repentance, Roz. 2, 4. Or 
deſpiſeſt thou the riches of his goodneſs, and for- 
bearance, and long-ſuffering, not knowing that the 
goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repentance ? Aﬀter 
the Sentence, God waits upon the Sinner, and 
will not ſuffer the law preſently ro take hold, 
and to do its work : the hand of Juſtice that is 
held from ſmiting ; the Sinner 1s not prefently 
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x. Scripture clears this ; That there is no Con 
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executed, and in the parience, in the forbear- 
ance, and long-ſuffering of God, there 1s a ,par- 
don that is tendered ; and a way diſcovered, 
whereby the Sinner may come to ger free from 
the doom that was upon him ; but the ſentence 
that: hangs over the head of every yp; believer, 


as 7otn 3.36. He that believeth on the Son bath 


everlaſt ng life, and he that believeth not the Son, 


ſhall not f e life, but the wrath of God abideth utt 


him; the wrath of Ged, that hangs over his 
head ; ir hangs over his head 5 in that ancient ſen- 
tence thzt was denounced againſt man upon his 
firſt trarſgrefſion, Gen.'2. 17. I» the day thou ea- 
reſt thereo!, (hou ſhalt ſurily diez or thou ſhalt. die 
the death: here is the ſentence, here is the doom, 
and God abiderh by his'word to this day ; here: 
upon faies the Apoſtle, Gal. 2. 10. For as mall 


as are of the works of the law, are under the curſe, 


for it is written, curſed is every one that continueth 


uot in all things, which are written 24 the book of 
the law to do them; being under the works, of 


the law, you are under the curſe, becauſe the 
broken law doth denounce a curſe againſt all 
the breakers of it; ſo as all thoſe that are un- 
believers, all thoſe that are under the firſt Co- 
venant, all thoſe that are in a ſtate of ſin before 
God, they are ccndemned already. 

But now, ell thoſe that are in. Chriſt Telus, 
have this ſentence of death raken off, they are 
abfalved and diſcharged by the Lord, ſazes the 
Prophet, /{aia2 38. 17. For thor haſt caſt all my 
fins vehi'd thy back ; It is ſpoken by. God after 
the manner of men;' when a man gives out the 
bond of another, and ireely diſchargeth him of 
che 
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the Debt, the Bond is cancelled and thrown away; 
it is caſt;behind his back for waſt-paper,never more 
ro be made uſe of, the Debt never more to be 
brought into queſtion again, nor yet the Debtor 
upon the account of the Debr. Now ( fays he ) 
thou haſt caſt all my fins behind thy back ; thou 
haſt given me a diſcharge, that they ſhall no mure 
lie againſt me, Rew..2. 17, - To him that overcom- 
eth ill I give to eat of the hidden Manna. | Mauna] 
of old was a type of Chriſt. The Apoſtie to the 
Corinthians clears ic; Now (fays he) he ſhall eat of 
the hidden Mannz, be ſhall feed upon Chritt, eve- 

ry overcomer ihail have communion and fellowſhip 
with.Chriſt ; and that is not al}, but 7 5:1/ give 
him @ white ffone. The Lord in this exyoreks:on doth 
allude unto the Cuſtom that was amongſt the Ro- 
mans; when a perſon upon his tryal was found 
guilty, he.had a black ſtone given him in token of 
his condemnation ; and he that was diſcharged and 
cleared, he had a white ſtone'given him in token of 

his abſolution. Now, ſays he, I 21#ll give him a 
white ſtone, and in the ſtone a new name written, 
which none knows but he that recerveth it. I will dif- 
charge him,fays the Lord: Every overcomer,every 
one'4n Chrift he' hath a white ſtone'given him by 
the Lord. There is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt Feſas. -. | 

2. Weſhall proceed to ſhew you hat are the 
properties of thas diſcharge, that the Lord grants unto 
thoſe that are-in Chriſt. | 

Firſt, I: 3s a real diſcharge: It is no imaginary 
thing. Ir is a real truth that the Apoſtle dorh here 
affirm, There ts, ſays he, therefare now- no condemna- 

#ion to them that are in Chriſt 7eſers. "The ab 
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of a Believer is as real as his ſinning was real,as his 
condemnation was real ; he was really a finner, and 
he was really condemned, on the account of his ſin, 
and he isas really diſcharged, You have the word 
of the Lord for it. The ſame word of truth that tells 
us there 1s condemnation to every. Unbeliever, tells 
us, that there is no condemnation to the Believer : 
But you havenot only the Word of God for it, but 
you have your diſcharge under hand and ſeal : And 
therefore the Apoſtle tells us, that thoſe that be- 
lieve, they are ſealed by the Spirit of the Lord. The 
Seal of the Spirit it is God's Seal, Eph. 1. 13. In 
whom ye alſo truſted, after that ye heard the Word of 
Truth, the Goſpel of your Salvation, in whom alſo af- 
ter that you believed, ye vere ſealed with the boly 


Spirit of Promiſe. And again, Eph. 4.30. And grieve 


not the holy Spirit of God whereby you are ſealed to 
the day of Redemption. He comes and gives you a 
ſealed pardon;he gives you the Seal of God's pardon 
upon your own hearts. And hence the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
with as much confidence as man can ſeak upon a 
ſure teſtimony, 1 Foh. 3. 14. We know that we are 
paſſed from death to life, (we know it] ſays he. And 


the Spirit it ſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirits that .. 


2ve are the Children of God, Rom. $. 16, There is a 
report and a teſtimony of the Spirit of God within; 
and there 1s by the work of the Spirit, and by the 
hand of the Spirit the diſcharge, and the work of 
God in the diſcharge ſealed upon the Soul of the 
Believer, fo as he knows as really as he hath known 
that he was a ſinner, that he is diſcharged from his 
ſins: Though a perſon may be diſcharged, and not 
know it ; tor the Spirit of God doth not alwaies 
witneſs; the Spirit of God doth not alwaies ſeal : 


Nay, 
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| Nay, he may ſeal, and his Seal may be hid ; he 
may make report, and give evidence, and this evi- 


dence may be loſt. Thoſe that have had the afſu- 


rance of the pardon of their {ins, may loſe it again ; - , 


or'it may be ſome conſiderable rime after the Soul 
bath been diſcharged, before he 1s able to read his 
diſcharge, but the Spirit of the Lord firſt or laſt. 
will be a Witneſſer and Sealer to all thoſe that have 
their diſcharge, and they ſhall know it, and have 
the comfort of it. It is a real diſcharge. 

| Secondly, It # a free diſcharge. God doth all 
that he doth for his People gratzs ; there 1s nothin 
in them that hath procured and bought in rhe ble\- 
ſing at the hand of the Lord. But when he comes 
to diſcharge a Soul, he doth it for his own Names 
ſake : As 1/2. 43. 25. 1, even I am be that blotteth 
out thy tranſgreſſions for mine ows ſake, and will not 
remember thy ſins. I will blot them out, ſays God, 
not for thy ſake, for thou haſt deſerved no ſuch 
thing at my hand; but I will blot them out for 
my own fake: I do all that I do freely ; and there- 
fore ſays he, Rom. 3. 2.4. Being juſtified freely by 
his grace. Weare juſlified freely by the grace of 
God. When the ſinner deſerveth the full and the 
effeftuil execution of the ſentence that was -de- 
nounced againſt him, then comes the Lord in” a 
way of free and ſoveraign grace, and he difcharges, 
and he pardons. As Hoſ: 14. 4. 1 will heal 1heir 
backſlidings, I will love them freely ; for mine anger 
 #s turned away from them. I will love them freely, 
and I will pardon freely, and I will paſs by, and I 
will forgive freely. So Col. 2.19. And you being 
' dead, hath he quickened together with him, having 
forgiven you all treſpaſſes, So we read it ; But it may 
"EF be 
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be read, Having freely forgiven you all treſpaſſes. | 


God treely forgives the treſpaſſes of his People, 
thoſe that he takes unto himſelf,'and thoſe that are 
in Chriſt ; therefore we are ealled upon by the 
Lord for to come unto him without money and 
without price. Come ye, ſays he, that thirſt, to the 
waters, ſuch as bave 0 money, ſuch as have no price 
come, and hearken diligently, and your Scals ſhall 
live, Ia 55. i, 2, 3: : 

Thirdly, It & a full diſcharge which the Lord 
grants unto his People ; a diſcharge that takes off all 
their {ins at once, Pſal. 103. 3. Who forgiverh all 
thine iniquities, ho healeth all thy diſeaſes. They are 
not hundreds and. rhovfands only, but all thar you 


ſtand guilty of: All fins of omifsion, and all ſins of 


commuſsion ; all {ins againſt rhe-rft, Table, and all 
fins againſt the ſecand 'Table, they are all -ar once 
forgiven; all ſecret ſins, and gll, open fins; all beart- 
ſins, and all }:re-fins, they are all forgiven. Heze- 
kigh,he made Faith ot 115,54. 38.4 7.For thou haſt 
caſt all my ſis behind t:; vack. The ſinner when 


he returns to God, comes witha load of ſin; upon * 


him, thouſands of thouſands of fins he brings wich 
him; a multitud? of {ans, and the: Lord. whe: he re» 
cerves this guilty Soul, he forgives them ali at once. 
Tſa.'55. 7: Let #he wicked forſake his waies, and 
the unrighteors man his thoughts: Or, the man of 
wickedneſs, and let him return unto. the Lord, 41d 
be will have mercy upon him, and unto our God, for 
be will abundantly pardon : Or, as it may beread, 
be will multiply pardons. Sins have been multiplied 
in daies of ignorance, and multiplied in daies of 


knowleuge multiplied againſt all the ſtrivings of the . 


Spiir, multiplied under many tenders of Chriſt, 
| | multt- 
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| multiplied wmder many” of- the beſeechings of the 


Spirit, muitzplied in rhe clear Light of a Goſpel- 
dzy : Bur, fays he, this ſhall not keep off, for'I will 


abundantly pardin. God 5 pardon ſhall be as exten- 
five as all his tran{3refsions were: Hereupon fays, 
the Apr:ſt'c,There 2s mo condemnation to them that are 
in Ghriff Fe/zes. There, is no fin remaining to con- 
demn him of all his,reyeated tranſgreſſions, of all 
the thouſinds and ten thoufarids that he is guilty of, 
there is\no condemnation, nor one fin. left upon the 
ſeSrero condemn him:P. 2 3. ho! ſhall Iay any thing 
unro the charge of God*s Elect 2. it is God that juſti- 
frerh.- "Satan will heap up,things againſt them, bur. 
thete ſhait not condemn. them ;. their own Conſci- 
ences may; bring in Inditment sfter Indictment a- 
gainft'them ; bur, ſays he, . there is not any thing 
thar hull ſtand in record againſt them, not. any 
thing chat ſhall be [aid to their charge, to con- 
demih them ; not any of their ſins, be they never 
ſo ſmall, 'not' any of their fins, be they; never 
ſo gfeat; that ſhall remain againſt them : .'?/ho ſhall. 
lay any thin; to the charge of Go.4's Ele when God 
jaitifies ? Whereupon fays the Propher, Fer. 50.29, 
The iniquity of Urael ſhall be . ſought for, and there 


ſhall be. none, and. the ſins of Judah, and they ſhall 


not be foung, for T will pardon them whom | reſerve. 
Their iniquity ſhalt be ſought for, and there ſhall. 
be none found ; why.? becauſe the pardon of God, 
rezcherh every one. Col. 2.1.9, Having forgiven. 
904 all treſpaſſes. And Heb. 8. 12. I 10 be merci- 
ful to their /un:ightouſneſſes, and their ſms and theiy 
iniquities wil). I remember no more. 1 will be 
merciful, not to this unrighteouſneſs, or the. other, 
but to-all their unrighteouſneſſes, to their (ins, and. 
to 
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to their iniquities. It 1s ſpoken of in general terms, | 


that they might know it will reach every parti- 
cular. Ir is a full diſcharge, in ſo much as the be- 
liever is counted righteous, he 1s conſtituted 
righteous before God, Heb. 11. 4. By faith A- 
bel offered unto God a more excellent ſacrifice then 
Cain, by which he obtained witneſs that he was 
righteogs ; that isin his juſtification in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, in which juſtification be bad abſolution,and 
in the compleatneſs of his juſtification before 
God, by Gods imputative act he was reckoned, 
he was conſtituted righteous. | 
- 4 The diſchargethat God F 5p ont to thoſe in 
Chriſt,st 5s irrevocable, It is ſuch an act of grace, 
as God will abide by, as God will neyer recede 
from, no not to eternity, therefore he faies, 
Feremiah 31. 34 1 will forgive their iniquities, 
and I will rem:mber their fins no more., The be- 
liever he is afraid it may be that ſomething 
may be brought in againſt him atlaſt, that after- 
reckonings may undo all : No, faies God, when 
I forgive fin, Ido it with this. reſolve of grace, 
never to remember it more; and therefore, 
Pſal. 103.12, As far as the eaſt is fromthe weſt, 
fo far bath be removed our tranſgreſſions from us ; 
eaſt and weſt can never meet together, ſo the 
ſins of a believer that are forgiven by God ſhall 
never return again, never return again to his 
Condemnation. The tenſe of them may return 
apain and again for his humiliation, but the ſins 
themſelves ſhall never return again unto Con- 
demnation ; for God having once blotted them 
our, will never more write them down : there- 
fore, Rows. 11, 29, The gifts and callings of God 


are 
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| are without repentance, God dothall in wiſdom, 


in righteouſneſs, and. in judgment, he knows 
what he doth, he ſees all before, and he ſees af- 
ter at once,and therefore there can never be a- 
ny repentance in God, for him to recede from 
his own aft of grace, but having once abſolved 
the poor ſinner, he ſhall remain ſo to eternity, 


| Micah 7. 19, Thou wilt caſt their iniquities into 


the depth of rhe Sea. That which is thrown in at 
the Havens mouth, may be waſhrt up again, bur 
now take a milftone, and carry it into the vaſt 
Ocean, and caſt it into the depth of the Sea, 
and it will never be ſeen more, and thus the 
Lord,to illuſtrate his own grace, doth make uſe 
of ſuch cqnpariſons, to ſpeak to our underſtan- 
ding. This'aCft of his grace 1s done in Judgment, 
and God will never repent of it; it is an irrevo- - 


cable act. 


Rom. 8. 1. 


There is therefore now no Condemnation tos 


them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 


* 


\ Id E made entrance upon theſe words, 


| and gave you this Propoſition from 


them. 


| Dott. That all thoſe that are in Chriſt, are ac- 
quitted, abſolved, and diſcharged by God, 


We 
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diſcharge that God gives out unco the believer 
in Chriſt, And ſhall now proceed, 

. Object. But you will ſay, if that beliewers be 
thus fully, and irrevocably diſcharged by God ; how 


Comes it to paſs, that they are the perſons 1þ4; God 


doth fo much affii&t in the world, that they are ſel- 
dons free, but followed with adverſity upon adverſi- 
ty, trial upon trial, and jet all their.fins «one away? 

Anſ. 1 anſwer: Though Gods People are the 
People of ufflit:ion and adverſity, ordinarily tm the 


world, yet their affiiitions are not from wrath, ont 


from love, and conſiſtent with bis pardozing grace z 
you mutt diſtinguiſh between puniſhments that 
are ſarr5sfattory, and puniſhments that- are awonitos 
759. You muſt diſtinguiſh between wrathful 


procerd« from juſtice, and: fatherly correCtions_ 


and chaitiſements, God doth afflict his people 
upon two accounts in the world, ſometimes for 
ſin, and ſometimes for the trial of grace ; God 
( 1grant ) doth ſometimes Chaſt:ſe his peeple 
for ſin ; tat Scripture clears it to me, Pſal. 89. 
3O, 31,32, 33. If his Chilaren forſake my lan, 
and walk not in my Tudgements, if they break my 
Statmes, and keep uot my Commanaments,then will 
Tvifit their tranſgreſſions with rod:!,and their iniqui- 
ex with Fripes ; nevertheleſs my loving kindneſs will 
T not mttcr'y take from ham, nor ſuffer my faithful- 
neſs to fail, &c, Here you ſee God doth chaſtiſe 
for ſin, he hath reſerved ro himſelf a power ſo 
to do, thar it his Children break his law, if they 
tranſgreſs, and walk contrary to it, they ſhall 
hear of ir, they ſhall feel the ſmart of his rod ; 
ay, but it is ſuch a chaſtiſement, and viſitation, 
as 


| 


We have given you the properties of this | 
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as is conſiſtent with the ſtability of his Cove- 
riant, for that is not ſhaken thereby; ic is ſuch a 


chaſtiſement as js conſiſtent with unchangeable 


love and grace ; 2nd by theſe affliftions, God 
carries on h!s work in them, the more to hum- 
ble chem, and co recover the Soul, and to bring 
It to a due conſiderarion of its ſelf and waies, 
in order unto a cloſer walking with God, and 
ſomerimes again, afl:{ions are for the exerciſe, 
the trial, ang th: :m1provement of grace, and all. 
that God might be the more glorihed, 1 Pex. 1. 
6, 7. Now ſor aſcaſo: if need be, ye are im heavi- 
neſs through manifold temptations, that the tryal 
of your faith being much more precions than that of 
Goid that prriſherh, may be found nnto praiſe and. 
honoar, &c, AﬀiiCtions ftir up patience, and pa» 
tience that encreaſeth experience, and experi- 
ence hope ; lo as under the trial grace is made 
to abound, and much glory is brought forth to 
God. 

Obj. Ay, but you will [ay farther ; The believer 
3s taken near 10 God and fr7iven, bat he fins again, 
dow his renewed tranſgreſſions break, his pardon? 

An. Renewed ana repeated tranſgreſſions, they 
are found in thoſe whom Go! pardons, ana they may 
break their peace, and take away the comfort of 
their paraon, but thty acrit null the paraon of God, 
Their pardon thar is continued, that is renewed 
as their tranſgreſſions are renewed;ſo as the ob- 
ligation to puniſhment, obligation toHel!,and the 


| wrath of God that returns no more upon their 


head; really before God it returnsno more, for 
the pardon that is given forth of God rakes it 
off, but the ſenſe of the pardon, and all 'the 
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comforts of the pardon may be loſt for a conſider- 
able while. T his ſeems elear to me from that of the 
Prophet, 2 Sam. 12.13. David-faid unto Nathan, 1 
have ſinned againſt the Lord. And Nathan ſaid unto 
David, The Lord alſo hath put away thy ſim, thou 
ſhalt not die. God had blotted out the fin of Da- 
vid, and yet if you look into the 51 Pſalm, you 
will find there thar the comfort of his pardon was 
gone, he was not able to read it,nor to make Faith, 
nor to take any joy from it. O ſays he, Verſe 8. 
Make me to hear joy and gladneſs, "That ſeems to 
be a ſtrange voice 1n his ears ; the voice of joy and 
gladneſs, that he had fo often heard from the Lord ; 


he was a (tranger to. O ! ſays he, that I could hear - 


that voice again, . Reſtore unto me the joy of thy Sal- 
vation, and uphold me with thy free ſpirit,V.12.The 
Joy of his pardon was out of light, and till God re- 
rurned again to him, with freſh confolagions; and till 
the Comforter came again to viſit him, he was not 
able ro apply a Promiſe, nor to take in the comfort 
of his pardon, although the Prophet had told him, 
that God had pardoned him. Bur the obligation to 
condemnation that doth not return : For, fays the 
Apoſtle, 1 Fob. 2. 1. If any man ſin,we have an 4d- 
wocate with the Father Feſws Chriſt the righteors. 
Chriſt lieth there in Heaven, to ſecure the ſtate of a 
Believer, and he keeps up the torrent and ſtream of 
God's love to the Soul, though the manifeſtations of 
that love are under a foveraign over-rule and di- 
poſe. Bur 

3- We propoſed to give you the ground upon which 
God doth proceed in the giving out of this diſcharge 
unto thoſe that are in Chriſt, And that 1s, the me- 
 rits and the ſatisfattion, the propitiation and atone- 
ment 
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ment of Chriſt bimſelf. I:\ay, the grounds, or ihe 
-Meritorious and procuring <aufe of all is, rhe pro- 

\Pirzarion and ſatisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt. God: the 
Father-pardons, | but he muſt' pardon with an ho-_ 
.nour to his Juſtice ; he muſt pardon in ſuch a way 
As:may ſecure the glory of all the :Efſential Proper- 
-ties of: his Nature made known-;to man, either an 
the firſt Covenant that is broken, . or in the ſecond, 
an which forgiveneſs is promiſed: : And that muſt 
*be:upon a full ſatisfaction. Now, Jeſus Chriſt he 
became unto. Gad.a. Surety for. Sinners, and\he rook 
.our:{ms upan himſelf, and having.made.larisfaction, 
God diſcharges\upon the ſatisfeGtion, 2. Cor, 5.21 . 
For he hath made-bim to be gp. for us, who knew 
no ſin, that. we' might be made the rightenuſne(s of 
God in him.. We are made the. righteouſneſs or 
_ God in him, becauſe the Facher hath made him 
'to:be fin-for us. The: Father was pleaſed to take 
our {ins,and to lay them upon Chriſt,tocharge them 
upon him,and he bore the puniſhment, 1 Per.2. 24. 
Who his own ſelf bore our ſms in his own body. 
Jeſus was herein a Sin-offering unto God, like the 
Scape-Goat that was bur atype of him, Lev 1.6.21, 
Aaron the Prieſt ſhall come and lay both his hand 
upon the head of the Goat, and confeſs over him all tie 
mniquities of the children of Iſrael, . and all their tran;- 
greſſicns, and all their ſans, putting then upon the head 
of the Goat, and then ſending it away. And this be-. 
longs to Chriſt, and the Prophet doth particularly 
apply it to-him, 1/2.5 3.6. And the Lord bath laid on 
him (or the Lord hath made to meet upon him) ihe 
mniquities of 5 all. He hath charged all the fin of our 
nature,and the fin of our lives upon him; he charges 
all our unbelief, and all our :mpatience, and all our 


aberrations and wanderings, . both of one kind and 
| s; | of 
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of another; he charges them all upon him. Now 
hereupon 1s there a blotting out of the hand-writing 
of Ordinances that was againſt ns, Col. 2. 14., that 
Was contrary tousand teok it out of the way.God the 
Father comes and blots out all, but it 1s upon the ſa- 
tisfaction that Jeſus Chriſt gives unto Juſtice; it was 
upon the price that the Son of God paid to the Fa- 
ther : Hereupon fays the Apoftle, Rom. 3.25. hon 
God hath ſet forth to be i propittation through faith 
in hs blood, to declare his righteonſneſs for the remi(- 
fron of ſms that are 24h, Gre. And we are juſtified 
freely by his grace, ſays the Apoſtle. And A&, 1 3.38. 
That through this man (that i, the man Feſus) 
preached unto you the forgiveneſs of ſms. And Eph.1.7. 
In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveneſs of ſms. Redemprion from the Law, Re- 
demption from the rigour of Juſtice, Redemption 
from all the wrath of God; this we have through 
the blood of Jeſus. We ave, V. 6. accepted in the 
Beloved. We are pardoned,we are conſtituted righ- 
teous, but it is in Chriſt, Chriſt Jeſus 15 hevelors 
rmade righteouſneſs to us,as he was made ſin for us, ſo 
we are made the righteouſneſs of God in him. Righ- + 
teouſneſs from Chrift, through Chriſt,and in Chriſt, 

15 imputed unto us ; ſo. as God doth alt this upen 

the merits and ſatisfaction, and the atonement of 
his own Son. 

Queſt. If God doth pardon femners in Chriſt, and: 
diſcharge them of all their tranſgreſſions through his 
blood; then doth not God ſee ſim in his People? Do his 
People ſim, and are they not ſmmers before him * 

Anſ. Fanſwer ; That God doth ſee all the ſm that 
all his People are guil:y of ; they cannat ſin unknown 
£0 God ; he ſees every provocation in the heart, and 


he ſees every ftep that is ſet out of the path of his 
Com- 
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Commandments, But the Lord he. doth look upon hs 
People in Chriſt : As they are,conlidered in themſelve*s 
ſo they {in againſt him ;_ but now he accepts them i * 
the Beloved ; God ſees them in him, and ſo covers all 
their injquities and tranfgreflions. Look as it was with 
Chriſt, God the Father'{aw no fin in Chriſt,for he way 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners; there 
was na fin found in him: God ſaw Chriſt withour ſin, 
that is, as he was in himſelf-;; but as he was our Sures 
ty, ſo Gad laid fin upon him, and God faw'{m that 
was upon him; God did put him under obligations tg 
die for our tranſgreſſions; and as he was us Baer. 


{in was charged upon. him, Now. God the Father, 2s 
we are in ourſelves, ſees 11s £ at we fin,daily. But as 


we are, in. Chtiſt, ſo we are without fin. 'S9 the grace 
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'of God ih forgiveneſs is carried on from . day. to day, 


notwithſtanding our ditly failings and.imperfeCtions. 


"Well, 


. 4. We propoſed to confider, when @ Sou? cometh 16 


be received mto. thu priviledge, when heis pardaned and 
'dife arged by God; and that is, when he comes to-be- 
Tiewe,and-to lay hold upon Feſus Chriſt by faith, 1 look 
Upon pardon under a threefold Conſideration. 


Firſt; : In the decree of it, and fo it is eternal, for it 
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fied. The Scripture cells visthere was a time when thoſe 
| that ar646 diſcharged, were. Gn mnel.” The IP, 
cure is aan m the tellitlony '0E. this, "Epheſ, 2.3 
And Were ere 9%" nature children prath Den as der 
There'ts tio! difference rixrurally x bethyecy you tharare 
@) 
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pardotiel, and thern tharate pone down *T'kere 
15 No kn--inrp( in yolr Thi me ifference in yout 
pony Ber W 6.9,19.* fe th 4 reckons 


cond THe favs g ks Thu not inherit 
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urtder rhe. Kktetice of cond f ny wh Wells bthe ets, 
bur now E'; \re waſhe dn ow ye. are oded now that 
ye believe; tHe veefore, the” ca . els { Which we 
Are, jaſtified *realled þ e.riph eax[n? a Bi'Rox 
vgs X o." Whas | all we fay 4 og ' heel 3 2b 
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ly.on.the Lord Tn ET for tr) ighteodfic, He" 15 nor 
y Ae \6ah.3. +2. The Seripture” hath cncdudet? all un- 
Ho fo met hat t be promiſe 'by faith on Feſus Chrift might be 
given to thoſe that believe. All concluded under 7 all. 
under the ſentence of condemnation ; every Child that 
F: born 1 19to. the world, 1s concluded under ſin. conclu- 
'd&d under the ſentence of condemnation Bf 7 eaſon.of 
ſin. Burno now the promiſe of Salvation 3 15 by” FOR on. 
Jeſus Chriſt; the profaiſe of ſalvation and: forg Fiveneh, 
the projile of righteouſneſs and peace, "this, x i 5 given | 
onto them that believe. So as when the ſinner Is fran- 
flared;when he is brought ayer to Chriſt, when he hath 
faith wrought in him on. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, then 
1s 
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is ke pardoned. . And upoathe. lols of, your, pardon, ( 
mean the ſenſe of it),upgn the renewal of. fath,and the 
Rirring\yp of freſh. as of fairh,is the ſenſe, of the par>, 
don rerurged,. and conſolation. and jay, upon; the par- 


don getamngd;:-: 1 or 5 ron bar i nifty 

: Uſe: +] Invhe, fick plagez- If that God do-thus di 
charge. ſianers; un; Chrilt,"r her; this calls apon,all of. you 
20. udy this: diſcharge of the G/pel yrore, folly, that fo 
you may underſtand this ,yonderful, proceed of Goſ: 
pel grace. 'Sirs, this point.is a, fundamenta] .paint ;-it is 
one of the foundational tyuths and principles of the 
Goſpel; and therefare whatever you neglect, . do not 
,neglect the ſtudy of ;this myſtery. .,'Fhere. are other 
truths thatare of greatcongerpment. [here is.no truth, 
no-principle af the Gaſpeh,but is worth yqurenquiring + 
into: But this is one of the main, and if you, be out 
here, you are out 1n all ;. and the more you know of 
this, the mare ſavingly, you underſtand this. priviledge, 
the more will you be led intg ' others, and the higher 
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Uſe 2. Labour to clear up your own diſcharge unto - 
Jour own Souls, Many are the doubts and the fears 
that Believers labour under ; and they do' ariſe from 
rheir darkneſs in this point : Could they but make 
faith of this, That there is no condemnation' for them, 
their fears would vaniſh, their doubts would be anſwer- 
ed,and their Souls would be filled with the joy of God 
their Salvation. Now there are ſome waies whereby 
this may be cleared up: As | | 

I. There is the Witneſs of the Spirit of God; and this 
15 a ſatisfying teſtimony unto all that have it. It puts 
all out of doubt, and anſwers a thouſand ſcruples at 
once ; when once the teſtimony of the Spirit comes 
within, all tears they vaniſh, all miſts and clouds that 
were about the underſtanding, they all flee away and 
are ſcattered. | 
2. It is evidenced by a lively faith in the promile of 
forgiveneſs; and from thence the Soul is enabled to 
take in the comfort of the diſcharge. And 
3- Sometimes our Tuſtification is cleared _ zHs 
from our San#ification. But truly that ſarisfachon thar 
'comes 1n to a Soul through his ſearches into the work 
of SanEtification in the Soul, that fatisfaftion it 1s but 
ſmall; it iscoming & going,becauſe the work of grace 
upon our hearts 1s hr ſo much weakneſs, ind often- 
times cloudy and dark, that a Believer many'times can 
dly tell whether he hath any grace or'no in his 
heart ; but now that that comes in- by the help of the 
- Spirit of God through the aftings of faith upon rhe 
promiſe of forgiveneſs,& that which comes in through 
the immediate teſtimony of the Spirit of God in our 
hearts, this is far more refreſhing and more fatisfying 
to the Soul, Well, labour after the aſſurance of this 
diſcharge, that you may know that you have a part in 
thepromiſe of torgivenck. | Es 
wy is { ain Us 3. 
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Uſe 3. You that are forgiven, you whom the Lord _ 
| bath thus diſcharged, you ought to walk thankfully, and . 

' to live in the admiration of that grace that is glorified 
in this af} of God towards you, Pſal.1 16.1%, What ſhall 
I render to the Lord for all his benefits? We ſhould fay 
ſo upon all our common mercies, though never fo 
ſmall; What ſhall I render, to the Lord ? 1 4 rake up 
the Cup of Salvation, and call upon the Name of the 
Leird, This is that we ſhould ſay for ordinary mercies, 
bur what ſhall we fay to the Lord for greater mercies? 
Thou haſt been brought up in a Land of Viſion,it may 
be under a religious education, and haſt fat under a 
powerful Goſpel Miniſtry,where thou haſt been told of 
thy ſins,and invited and called to return to God, and 
. exhorted to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and yet 
it may be thou wenteſt on in a way of ſinning againſt 
God,ten,twenty,thirty years before God laid hold up- 
on thee,and after ſuch a long courſe of rebe!lion, and 
after that thou hadſt run out in all manner of extra- 
vagancy,or at leaſt in thy heart didſt commit all man- 
ner of iniquity, and hadſt it in thy heart to do a great 
deal more than the Preventing grace of God would 
ſuffer thee,and after all this diſobedience and rebellion, 
in a moment as it were, God comes and pardons all. 
The Prodigal, a great rebel,and yet received and em- 
braced in his Father*s arms, and not one word object- 
ed againſt him, bur received as if he had never grie- 
ved his Father, embraced as if he had never croſt his 
Father, as 'if he had never gone out of his Fathers 
houſe;what wonderful grace is this ! Sirs, it 1s ſtupen- 
dious grace, for God to make his approach to a poor 
Soul, and to preſs forgiveneſs upon it ; for God as a 
thick cloud to b'ot out thy tranſgreſs:ons ; as I/a. 44. - 
V. Lt. I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranſ- 
greſſions.. The Lord hath blorted out as a thick cloud 
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thy tranſgreſſions, and hath cauſed the Sin of his love 


to break through,and to ſcatter all at once. You ſhould 
admire the greatneſs of God's grace, that ſo many 
treaſons ſhould be forgiven at once,that ſo many years 
tranſpreſsion againſt God ſhould be forgiven at once. 
I remember when the ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt.-were 
ſpoken of ; when he ſaw what a cup of wrath there 
was in his Fathers hand, it is ſaid, he was amazed and 
altoniſhed, when he ſaw all the wrath . thar was to 
| be poured ouit upon him. And was Jeſus Chriſt amazed 
'when he ſaw all the wrath that was to be poured out 
upon him? And do you ſee all the grace that the 
Goſpel hath broughr forth for you ? Do you ſee all 
this grace, and doth it not amaze you 2? That God 
ſhould do ſo much for ſuch a ſinner as you are, for 
one ſo unworthy, for one ſo undeſerving, for 
one ſo provoking as you are. I remember how A- 
bigail was taken with the kindneſs and condeſcenſion 
of David, when he ſent to her to take her, 1 Sam. 
25.4.1. She aroſe and bowed her [elf on her face to the 
Earth,and ſaid, Behold, let thine Handmaid be a ſervant 
to waſh the feet of the ſervants of my Lord. O what! 
Doth Ring David ſend to me ? What! David the 
the Lord's Anointed ſend after me? It is more than [ 
cCeſerve, ſhould he make me but a Handmaid to waſh 
the feet of his ſervants ; ſhe was amazed at his love 
and condeſcegſion. And Sirs, Doth not all the grace of 
God that 1s laid out on you, in freeing you from Hell, 
and in blotting out ofall your tranſgreſsions,that they 
ſhall never be remembred againſt you : Doth not all 
this grace amaze you ? I remember a paſlage of Solo- 
men, 2. King. 8. 27. When God afforded his preſence in 
the Temple, but, fays he, Will God indeed dovell on the 
Earth? Behold the Heavens, and the Heawen of Hea- 
Vens cannot contain him, how much leſs the houſe that I 
have 
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| Have builded ! Will God'indeed dwell on the Earth? 
O ! he was taken with the condeſcenhzon of grace, that 
God ſhould ſtoop ſo low as to fill. that houſe with his 
glory that he had bwilt for him. O Sirs! hath God 
filled your hearts with his glory ? with the glory of 
Kis pardoning love and grace ? O ſay, what ! Lord, 
Wilt thou dwell,-with me ? What! Lord, Doſt thou 
paſs by all my rebellion,and all my backſlidings, and 
wilt thou receive me into thy love and favour ? ©! do 
you magnmhe, and.admire, and live in the admiration 
of this grace that hath thus wrought for you ! . . 
Uſe 4. Hath the Lord pardoned and diſcharged 
your Souls,that there is now no condemnation for you, 
Think with your [elves what returns of love you ought 
| to make unto this God that hath dgne ſo much for you.” If 
you Were taken captive by the Turks, and were cru- 
elly uſed in their bondage, and a friend ſhould hear of 
your miſery and captivity, and ſhould come to you, - 
and pay. the price of your Redemption, and ſer you 
free,and- bring you home into-your own Country, you 
would never forget the love of this man, if you had 
any gratefulneſs in you. Iam fure you could not, bur 
all the love that you could manifeſt to him, you would 
alwaies think too little, and ,would come far ſhort of 
his to you. ButSirs, what 18*the love of ſuch a friend 
in ſuch a caſe unto the love of God in your Souls. 
caſe ! he hath taken off the ſentence of condemnation 
that was againſt you, when you were ready to die ; he 
ſaved you from wrath and Hell, and affured you that 
gone of your {ins ſhould ever riſe up to your condem- 
nation ; not any thing. ſhall ever be laid to your 
charge. becauſe God hath diſcharged you ; all that you 
can do for this God is but to love him, and you will 
manifeſt ungratefulneſs 'indeed if you do not ſtir up 


your love to this God, Pſal. 21.23. O love the Lord 
all © 
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all ye bis Saints! Ay! they have reaſon to do it : 


W hat ! ſaved from Hell! delivered from going down 


to the Pit ! thouſands and thouſands of tranſgreſſions 
forgiven at once! O! it becomes thoſe that are thus 
dealt withal to love God. Sirs, you ſhould love 
him with a heart-love; you' ſhould love the 
Lord with all your hearts, and with all your fouls ; 
here the whole ſtrength of your affeCtions ſhould go 
out ; you ſhould love God with a tranſcendent love ; 
you ſhould love him above all; you ſhould love him 
with an abounding love. Ir is faid of Mary, that ſhe 
loved much,Luk.7.4-7. Wherefore T ſay unto theegber fins 
which are many are forgiven her, for ſhe loved much. 
Many fins forgiven,and much love,aboundings of love 


upon it. The higher your fins were, the greater 1s . 


your pardon, and the greater ſhould your love be; you 


ſhould love God with a love of complacency, ſo as to 


joy ain him, and to take up your delight in him. God 
loves you with ſuch a love. He 1s faid to reſt in his lowe 
cowards us, Leph.'3.17. The Lord thy God in the midſt 
of thee 1s mighty, he will ſave thee, he will rejoyce over 
thee with joy, he will reſt in his love. Now, ſhall God 
take complacency in ſuch a poor vile creature as thou 
art, and do ſo much in the greatneſs of his love for 
thee, and wilt not thou take up thy delight in God ? 
You ſhould love God with an abiding love;you ſhould 
dwell in your love to God ; you ſhould live in love 
to God. Says the Apoſtle, Fude v.21. Keep your ſelves 
in the love of God. Your love to God you ſhould 
love and cheriſh at all times , that you ſhould alwaies 
| live in loveto God, and you ſhould do all that you 
do in love to God; love him with an abiding love. . 
Uſe 5. Again; You whom the Lord hath diſcharg- 


ed, be alwates ready to diſcharge and forgive others, 


wherein they provoke and offend you. As the Apoſtle 
| ſays 
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| fays concerning love, 1 Fob. 4.11. Beloved, if Goll ſo 
loved is, we ought alſo to love one another.So I may fay 
in this caſe, if God hath forgiven us,we ought ts for- 
give one another. . Solomon tells us, (and truly I think 
it is a Scripture that a great many do not underſtand 
in the practice of it) Prov.19.1 1. That it is the glory of 
a man t6 paſs over a tranſgreſſion. Many do not think 
fo ; but they think that it 1s the nobleneſs of their ſpi- 
rits to-ſtand to it, and to argue out the point, and to 
have fatisfaftion upon ſuch an injury,and ſuch an inju- 
ry ; or upon-ſuch a provocation, and ſuch a provoca- . 
tion ;/and he is counted of a poor puſi]lanimous ſpirit 
that paſſeth over ſuch things, that will bear aftronts, 
and make nothing of them. But ſays Solomon, It # ihe 
glory. It.is the crown of a man to do it, becauſe the 
more you forgive others, the more you manifeſt the 
ſenſe of the grace of God in forgiving you. We are 
taught of Chriſt to pray, Luk. 11. 4. Forgive us our 
debts as we alſo forgive every onethat is indebted to s., 
Canſt thou fay ſo in thy heart, when thou goeſt unto 
God for forgiveneſs, that thou haſt forgiven treely thy 
Brother, thy Siſter,thy Neighbour, that hath oftended 
thee, that hath wronged and injured thee ? Luk. 17, 
3, 4+ Take heed to your ſelves, if thy Brother treſpaſs 
againſt thee, rebuke him ; and if he repent, forgive him 
end if he treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven times a day, and ſe- 
wen times in a day turn again to thee, ſaying, I repent, 
thou ſhalt forgive him. And Mat. 18.2 3,6rc..The Lord 
there gives us a Parable of a Servant. The Lord bad 
compaſſion on him, and forgave him the debt,and the ſame 
ſervant went out to his fellow-ſervant that owed him an 
bundred pence, and he took him by the throat, ſaying,pay 
ne that thou oweſt me, &c. Here ts ſet forth the ſpirit 
of the children of men, they would have forgiveneſs 
from athers,but rhey will not forgive themſelyes, ww 
ut 
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but'when Peter came to Chriſt,; and ſaid, Lord, how 
often ſhall my Brother ſm againſt. me,and 1 forgive him? 


till ſeven times? Feſns ſaith unto bim,. 1 [ay\not unto 
thee, until ſeven times, but until 70. times Fr As often 
as he doth offend, fo often thou ſhalt forgive. 

" Uſe6. Apain 3 This Doctrine calls for an abhor- 
rence of all Papal Mafles, as propitiatory Sacrifices. for 
ſin. You that have heard: any thing of rhe'grace of 
God, in the forgiveneſs of the New Covenant,do you 
deteſt and dehie the Idolatry and ' the abominations of 
. the Church of 'Rome. who would: pretend- to forgive 
. fins : What is this bur co wrong the grace.of God? 
[What is this but ro trample upon. the: blood: .of the 
Covenant as an inſufhcient thing ? /No, pardon of fin 
doth not come m at fo cheap a-rate, as to be bought 
with money, but'1t comes in at the door of free Grace, 
through the blood of Jeſus. Thauſands of Rams,& ten 
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ye the fin of the Soul, will not fatisfie, for they and 
their money will periſh together, that would buy par- 
don of fin with fuch a price. Bleſs God that you know 
better, 2nd ler it raiſe up in you an abhorrence of that 
Religion that would thus corrupt you. : {1 , 
Queſt. Ay, But ſome poor Soul will be \[ayimg, Ab-! 
But how ſhall I come to get God's diſcharge ſealed upgn 
»y Soul ? O! had T but the evidence and witneſs of this, 
all would be well. : _ 
- Arjſ. 1. In thefirſt place; Come before God with 
confeſſions in thy mouth. Bewail and ſpread thy tranf- 
Ereſsions before him, Pſal. 32.5. Says David, 1 ac- 
knowledged my ſin unto thee,and my iniquity have I not 
hid: T ſaid I will confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto theLord, 
and thou forgaveſt the miquity of my ſu; I Confeſt, 
fays he, and I ſaid I 'would confeſs: He came and 
judged himſelf before God ; he came FOIA _ 
; infu 
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4 finfiil condition, and his fin-guiltinefs before God ; he 
lIxmented and bewailed,” he poured out his confeſsions 
beforeGod.'nd rhe'Lord he came and viſited his Sou 

with pardon, with the ſenſe of torgivengſs. TT 
' '2, Plend with God for his pardon, and urge his'pro- 
miſe for forgiveneſs. Ttvs 1s that which the ſervants of 
the Lord have done, when they have wanted 'the ſenſe 
Ps 'P/al: 5. 1. Have mercy upon me O God! 
atcording 11 thy Towing-kindneſs, according to. the multt- 
rnde 'of hy tender merits bot ous my tranſgreſſions. 
Whei finlay agatnft 174.4, & God began to threaten. 
Moſes ſteps nip ant picads 'with Gol for pardon, that 
God' would pardoti their fin, So the Servants of the 
L.ord' Hive all along” pleaGea with God for pardon 'in 
the Warit 6&7 'Do-yoy d6'thus, and urge God with 


uph. hiiblood;; it is merited, it is purchafed by [e- 
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fied thy Soul. I remember what God Raid to Gideon, I 


he, awd thon” ſhalt hear [on:thing that will ſtrengthen 


be 
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bega feaſt to, thy Soul ; there mayeſt thou meer 


with ſomething that may confirm this love of God to | 


thy Soul, and put all our of doubt more to thee than 
ever. | 

And you that have the ſenſe of God's diſcharging 
love in your hearts, I have two or three words to leave 
with you. . 

. I. Improve it, improve the ſenſe of it unto 'an influ- 
ence to all duties, and to all obedience to God. Let the 
ſenſe of his kindneſs to you, be fo impraved and 
wrought upon your hearts, as it may conſtrain you to 
devote and dedicate your ſelves t& God in your whole 
courſe ; to lay out your ſelves in all dutiefof obedi- 
ence to God more than ever. And know, that you 
can never ſerve this God enough ; you can never do 
for this God enough, thar hath done ſo much for you; 
Jabour to do more for him than ever, and to ſerve him 
. with a better heart, and with a better ſpirit; to pray 
more in your prayers ; to pray with more feryency, 
and to confeſs with more ſincerity, and to walk. with 
God in more exaCtneſs ; lay our your ſelvesto the ut- 
moſt in this work. ES. 1 

2. Extend your pity and compaſſion unto thoſe that 
are yet in a condemned ſtate. Yonr Souls ſhould 
mourn over thoſe that are yet. in their {ins : You know 
what it is to be under fin, and you know what it. is 


to be under grace, and therefore your hearts ſhould be . 


full of compaſſion to thoſe that are yet. in thar ſtate, 
. that by grace you are delivered from. Ebedmelech's 
compaſzion and tenderneſs to the Prophet is recorded, 
Fer. 38. 11. That he took men with him, and went in- 
z0 the houſe of the King under the Treaſury, and took 
with him old caſt clouts, and old rotten raggs, and let 
them down with Cords into the Dungeon to Jeremiah. 
O'Sirs ! your bowels ſhould work towards thoſe that 

are 
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are yet in their ſins. I remember. what David pro-, 
miſeth to God, Pſal. 51. 12, 13: Reſtore to me th 
Foy of thy Satuateon, and uphold me with thy free 
Spirit, then ſhall I teach tranſgreſſors thy waies, and 
formers (hall be converted unto thee. He would then 
make it his buſineſs to turn ſinners to God; he would 
make it his bufineſs to convince and awaken, and 
draw others out of their finful ſtate ; that is, to labour 
with them, it by any means the Spirit of God may 
, work upon them ; be you full of compaſcion to others 
ina ſtark of condemnation. And | 

3. And laſtly; Keep up a -bumble ſenſe of your 
great tranſgreſſions that God hath forgiven you. I fay, 
keep up, and walk under a humble ſenſe of thoſe 
tranſgreſsions that God hath forgiven you : - Sirs, 
though God hath forgiven your fins, yet you ſhould 
remember them ; you thould remember them fo as to 
walk humbly and ſoftly before God all your gaier, 
chat you did ever provoke fo gracious a God by ſuck 


heinous provocations and inormiries. 
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